
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD YEAR A 5th January 2020
THEME: God is with us.

MASS TIMES:
ST MARY’S:   Sunday 10-30am 6-30pm. Mon, Tues Weds 9-00am Fri 9-00am in school, Sat 10-00am
ST PAUL’S: Saturday Vigil mass 6-00pm Sunday 9-00am Wednesday 7-30pm Thursday 9-00am

CONFESSIONS: (Any time on request)
ST MARY’S: Sat after 10am Mass, Sun before 10-30am and 6-30pm Masses
ST PAUL’S: Sat before 6pm Mass, Sun 9am Mass.

RECENT DEATHS: Rocco Colangelo and Fred Bonsall (Claire Porter’s father). We offer our sincere
sympathy to their relatives and friends.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. Matthew 2:1-12. Right from the beginning of Christ’s life on earth people are
drawn to his presence to worship him, just as the prophecy in Isaiah foreshows. First come
representatives of the Jewish people – the shepherds on whom the brightness of heaven had shone to
direct their way.
Then, one or two years later, come representatives of nations far away with different cultures and
religions. They, too, are given a sign, and a guide: the star. This was a sign which was significant in their
own culture, for God always starts leading us from where we are at the moment; he will use all kinds of
incidents and experiences we are naturally involved with in order to draw us to himself.
We must learn from him in this, and check that newcomers to worship or fringe members of the church
are always met with love at the point they start from, and are never expected or required to have
‘arrived’  when they are just setting out.

EXPOSITION AND PRIVATE PRAYER BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Next Sunday 5-30 pm to 6-
30pm at St Mary’s church.  Please come along for 5 minutes to spend some quiet time with God.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our Sick and Housebound Parishioners in your daily prayers and if
you know of anyone who is in need of a visit or Holy Communion at home or in hospital, please let Fr.
Oliver know.

FIRST COMMUNION WORKSHOPS:  St Paul’s. Tuesday, January 14th 6-00pm;  St Mary’s. Thursday,
January 16th 6-00pm. Family masses will be celebrated on Sunday, January 19th, St Paul’s 9-00am and
St Mary’s 10-30am

CAROL SERVICE: The community carol service raised £82.35 for Caritas Shrewsbury. The collection is for
the support of needy children. Thanks for your support and thanks to the readers, who proclaimed the
scripture readings.

ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX: If you have one, please bring it into the sacristy
for emptying. The contents of these boxes will be sent to Caritas Shrewsbury.  There are new boxes at
the back of church, if you don’t have one.

ST MARY’S & ST PAUL’S NEWSLETTERThe R.C. Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity
Parish Priest: Father Oliver O’Doherty, 29 Zetland St, Dukinfield, Cheshire SK16 4EJ

Website: stmaryandstpaul.org.uk            Email: o.odoherty@ntlworld.com
Telephone:  0161 330 2424
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SUDAN BABY FEEDING APPEAL: The generosity of so many parishioners (St Mary’s and St Paul’s) has
been overwhelming with the result that this year’s appeal raised the sum of £1,150. This means that,
together with gift aid, where applicable, around 40 children can be fed throughout 2020. On behalf of
the children living in Sudan and South Sudan, a big thank you from the S.V.P (The parish Saint Vincent De
Paul society)

ST MARY AND ST PAUL’S WEBSITE: You may be interested to know that between the 22nd and 24th Dec
the number of hits on the website rose 455%. There were 236 clicks in the UK, the rest from other
countries.  We must be doing something right!

NEW YEAR GREETINGS: Father Oliver wishes everyone a happy New Year and that the Lord will pour out
his blessing upon us throughout the Year. He thanks all parishioners for their Christmas greetings, gifts
and their generosity with the Christmas offerings.

CORNERSTONE MANCHESTER: We will be collecting food for Cornerstone homeless centre during
January. The centre needs the usual items of food to take them over the winter months for breakfast and
dinner.   Corn beef, Tuna, tinned meat, tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables, soup etc

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL HEADSHIP: The vacancy is now advertised on the parish and
school websites where you will find all the associated information. Parish website:
www.stmaryandstpaul.org.uk; School website: www.St-marys-dukinfield.tameside.sch.uk.   The closing
date is Friday January 17th 2020. Short listing Tuesday January 21st Interviews January 28th. The new
Head teacher is required for September 2020.

WHY DOES THE CHURCH HAVE SAINTS? In Catholicism, saints are declared or recognised as reminders of
what it is to live a life for Christ. Basically, what a life lived in faith to the church and to Christ looks like.
Saints are held up as people to revere and to attempt to follow, because theirs were lives devoted solely
to God.

WHITE FLOWER APPEAL: The annual White Flower appeal will be held in January 2020. In October 2019
the abortion law was changed in Northern Ireland by the government of Westminster and abortion will
now be allowed up until at least 24 weeks and possibly beyond.  Please be generous to this appeal to
help SPUC support unborn babies and their mothers.

YOGA AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: In truth, as a practising Christian, my yoga practice nowadays is
enriched by the realisation that it is a means for me to immerse myself in the wonders of God’s creation,
his life-giving Word, his unconditional love and his supreme healing power. By virtue of engaging body,
breath, senses, mind and spirit in a balanced and unified way, yoga helps us to pay more attention to the
words of our prayers and biblical passages and to experience a deeper sense of their meaning and our
commitment to them. Christine Pickering, Maranatha Yogo (Dublin: Columba Books)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

DIOCESAN YEAR BOOKS: On sale at the piety stall £5       TOTE:   J. Reedy £75

COLLECTIONS: St Paul’s: £344 17; St Mary’s: Not counted due to holidays.

RETIRING COLLECTION: Next weekend Crib collection for Caritas


