
1st Sunday of Lent year A
Theme: Love your neighbour, love your enemies                                     1st March 2020 

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: Sun 10-30am 6-30pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9-00am; Fri 9-00am No mass Saturday 10-00am
ST PAUL’S: Sat Vigil Mass 6-00pm, Sun 9-00am.  Wednesday 7-30pm, Thursday - No mass.

ST PAUL’S FIRST RECONCILIATION: Tuesday 7-00pm in Church.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: After 10-00am mass Saturdays in St Mary’s church.

CONFESSIONS: (Any time on request)
ST MARY’S: Sat after 10-00am Mass, Sun before 10-30am and 6-30pm Masses
ST PAUL’S: Sat before 6-00pm Mass, Sun 9-00am Mass.

RECENT DEATHS:  Canon Chris Dwyer (first Parish priest of St James’ Hattersley), Thomas Livingstone
Lord, Pauline Margaret Fogarty, Joan Eileen Cummings, Mary Rita Walker. We offer our sincere
sympathy to all their families and friends.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11. In today’s Gospel we see some of the main temptations Jesus
had to resist. They were, naturally, aimed at the weakest areas, and they all had just enough relationship
with good sense to make them dangerous. After all, if someone approached us proposing a brutal act of
murder we should not find that very hard to resist: but  if we are persuaded that a dishonest act is going
to harm no one and will benefit those we love, then the moral issues blur and it is much harder to see
and resist temptation.
As with Adam and Eve, hunger is used, and the great advantage of immediate dramatic results ‘You will
be like Gods’. Adam and Eve were persuaded. Jesus, knowing he had power, was urged to behave like a
man-god, pandering to our craving for excitement and grandeur, but ignoring our real needs.
In resisting these temptations, Jesus was abandoning any possibility of a peaceful end to his life; instead
he kept the door wide open for our salvation.

EXPOSITION AND PRIVATE PRAYER: Next Sunday from 5-30pm - 6-30pm in St Mary’s church.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers and if
you know of anyone who is in need of a visit or Holy Communion, at home or in hospital, please let Fr.
Oliver know.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
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side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.

POPE FRANCIS:  During Lent, Catholics are called to give up something, like sweets. On Wednesday Pope
Francis added a modern twist to the list of things to quit during the season and beyond: insulting people
on the social media. The Pope made his appeal to tone things down while speaking to tens of thousands
of people in St Peter’s square for his general audience on Ash Wednesday, the start of the forty days
season  that leads up to  Easter. Lent, he said in partially improvised remarks, “is a time to give up useless
words, gossip, rumours, tittle-tattle and speak to God on a first name basis”.  “We live in an atmosphere
polluted by too much verbal violence, too many offensive and harmful words, which are amplified by the
internet” he said. “Today, people insult each other as if they were saying ‘Good day’”. Twitter has also
become a platform for sometimes pitched verbal battles between his supporters and detractors.

EXTRACTS FROM THE PASTORAL LETTER TO BE READ AT ALL MASSES AT OUR LADY AND THE APOSTLES,
SAINT AMBROSE & ST VINCENT DE PAUL:  Fr Geoff O’Grady is retiring as parish priest of St Ambrose and
St Vincent. He will continue to live in Stockport and help out during his retirement years. All three
parishes will be placed under the care of Father Long, the parish priest of Our Lady and the Apostles. It is
in many ways a return to past patterns of service in Stockport so that three communities which have
grown over the past century will now be served by the mother church of Our Lady and the Apostles. I am
grateful to Father Long who has generously agreed to initiate these new pastoral arrangements.  The
new times of masses will be St Ambrose Saturday 5-30pm vigil mass; St Vincent Sunday 9-30am; Our
Lady and the Apostles Sunday 11-00am. The new arrangements will take effect on Sunday March 22nd.

NATIONAL NOVENA TO ST JOSEPH: Will take place from 10th - 18th March 2020 at St Joseph’s church in
Maidenhead and at Herbert House, Freshfield, Liverpool. Each year the Mill Hill Missionaries prepare  for
the feast of St Joseph, their patron, with a special novena of masses and prayers to ask for God’s blessing
on their society and the missionary outreach of the church , as well as for the intentions of all those who
support their work. You are invited to send your petitions and/or to request a Novena booklet to enable
you to join in from home by praying the daily Novena prayer. Please write to Novena Director, St Joseph’s
Missionary Society 58 Cookham Road, Maidenhead  SL6 7HT or email novenamhm@gmail.com

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: Praying with Zimbabwe, next Friday, 6th March, at Old Chapel Unitarians,
Dukinfield Old Road at 7-30pm.  Everyone is welcome.

WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY: Celebration Fair. Saturday 14th March 2020,   St Christopher’s Parish
Hall, Lees Road, Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 8BA. Time 11-30am - 2-30pm. Your support will be appreciated.

PARISH NIGHT OUT: Peter Chorlton has booked a parish meal at the Deli Felice Turkish restaurant on
Market St, Stalybridge, Friday March 27th for 8-30pm. Peter has booked 30 seats at this very popular
restaurant. If you wish to attend please let him know in the next two weeks, so that he can confirm
numbers. Peter has to pay £10 per person up front. He can be contacted on 07789214592

YEAR OF THE WORD. DIOCESAN SPRING TALKS: This Sunday March 1st at Sacred Heart and St Peter’s,
Baguley. 7-00pm - 8-30pm

THANK YOU: To all those who continue to contribute to the slate fund.

FAMILY FAST DAY: Next Friday is family fast day. Envelopes are available on the church table for your
donation towards the retiring collection next Sunday. 

COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £403- 06. St Paul’s £352-53

RETIRING COLLECTION:  Today S.V.P.  Next Sunday C.A.F.OD.

TOTE: J. Reedy £75
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