
2nd Sunday of Lent year A
Theme: Love your neighbour, love your enemies                                     8th March 2020 

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: Sun 10-30am, 6-30pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9-00am; Fri 9-00am in school; Sat 10-00am

ST PAUL’S: Sat Vigil Mass 6-00pm, Sun 9-00am.  Wednesday 7-30pm, Thursday 9-00am

ST MARY’S FIRST RECONCILIATION: Thursday 7-00pm in St Mary’s church.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: After 10-00am mass Saturdays in St Mary’s church

CONFESSIONS: (Any time on request)
ST MARY’S: Sat after 10-00am Mass, Sun before 10-30am and 6-30pm Masses
ST PAUL’S: Sat before 6-00pm Mass, Sun 9-00am Mass.

RECENT DEATH: Derek Atkinson. We offer our sincere sympathy to all his family and friends

REQUIEM MASSES: Thursday:  St Mary’s 10-00am, Pauline Fogarty; 12-00noon Mary Rita Walker

LENTEN STAFF MASS: For all schools in the Local Pastoral Area will be held at 4:30pm on Thursday at St
Christopher’s, Romiley

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Matthew 17:1-9. Jesus was quite probably transfigured like this he became rapt in
prayer; but normally he sought out lonely places and prayed privately. On this occasion he allowed three
of his closest friends to witness his godliness, and the sight stunned and strengthened them with intense
purity and unblemished loveliness.  Sometimes when we are deeply touched by a glorious sunset or our
children singing their best, for instance, we glimpse a reflection of God’s glory. If we can train our senses
to see it in all kinds of small, everyday occurrences we shall be richer, more thankful and happier people.
For our God is so great, so full of purity and perfection that we need not hold ourselves back in lavishing
all our worship on him. We have within us an instinctive need and longing to lavish worth and adoration
on something or someone. Here in Christ, we find the true object for all the love we long to give. We
were made for it that is why worshipping God brings such peace and joy.

EXPOSITION AND PRIVATE PRAYER: Today from 5-30pm - 6-30pm  St Mary’s church.   Please come
along for a few minutes to spend some quiet time with God.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers and if
you know of anyone who is in need of a visit or Holy Communion at home or in hospital, please let Fr.
Oliver know.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.  Amen.

POPE FRANCIS:  During Lent Catholics are called to give up something, like sweets. On Wednesday Pope
Francis added a modern twist to the list of things to quit during the season and beyond: insulting people
on the social media. The Pope made his appeal to tone things down while speaking to tens of thousands
of people in St Peter’s square for his general audience on Ash Wednesday, the start of the forty days
season  that leads up to  Easter. Lent he said in partially improvised remarks “is a time to give up useless
words, gossip, rumours, tittle-tattle and speak to God on a first name basis”.  “We live in an atmosphere
polluted by too much verbal violence, too many of offensive and harmful words, which are amplified by
the internet” he said. Today, people insult each other as if they were saying ‘Good day’. Twitter has also
become a platform for sometimes pitched verbal battles between his supporters and detractors.

NATIONAL NOVENA TO ST JOSEPH: Will take place from 10th - 18th March 2020 at St Joseph’s church in
Maidenhead and at Herbert House, Freshfield, Liverpool. Each year the Mill Hill Missionaries prepare for
the feast of St Joseph, their patron, with a special novena of masses and prayers to ask for God’s blessing
on their society and the missionary outreach of the church, as well as for the intentions of all those who
support their work. You are invited to send your petitions and/or to request a Novena booklet to enable
you to join in from home by praying the daily Novena prayer. Please write to Novena Director, St Joseph’s
Missionary Society 58 Cookham Road, Maidenhead  SL6 7HT or email novenamhm@gmail.com

ST MARY’S GOVERNORS: Have appointed Claire Marie McMahon presently deputy head of St Herbert
Chadderton, head of St Mary’s from September 2020.  The next stage in the journey is to appoint a
deputy head for September.

ADMISSIONS TO ST PAUL’S NURSERY:   We offer high quality teacher led nursery provision on a daily
basis from 8-55am to 11-55am. We currently have some vacancies for places in the school nursery for
September 2020. If you have a child who will be 4 between 1st September 2020 and the 31st August
2021 and would like them to attend the school nursery, please contact the school office 368-2934 for
further information. Visits to the nursery are very welcome by appointment.

PARISH NIGHT OUT: Peter Chorlton has booked a parish meal at the Deli Felice Turkish restaurant on
Market St, Stalybridge, Friday March 27th for 8-30pm. Peter has booked 30 seats at this very popular
restaurant. If you wish to attend please let him know in the next two weeks, so that he can confirm
numbers. Peter has to pay £10 per person up front. He can be contacted on 07789214592

CARITAS SHREWSBURY: A vacancy has arisen for the appointment of CEO at Caritas, Diocese of
Shrewsbury. This is in location of Wallasey and Manchester with regional travel. For more information
visit https://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/news/job-vacancies/ . Closing date noon March 13 2020

INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONFERENCE BUDAPEST: September 14-21. https://www.iec2020.hu/en
There is a block booking with Tangney Tours for all pilgrims from England and Wales (http://iec.tours).
Only 20 places for each diocese, staying in 4 star hotel near events. Two possibilities: 5 or7 nights; prices
are all inclusive, except for the journey to Heathrow which will be arranged for those going with the
diocese.  Registration by Easter directly via the Tangney website. Enquires to Barbara Davies:
Barbara.davies@dioceseofshrewsbury.org   Phone 07730526821

THANK YOU: To all those who continue to contribute to the slate fund.

COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £402.76; St Paul’s £409.67; SVP (total from both churches) £301.21
RETIRING COLLECTION TODAY: CAFOD    Family Fast Day
TOTE: Maureen Rowan £75
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