
2nd Sunday of Easter                 19th April 2020

Theme: Happy are those who do not see, yet believe
Having been an eyewitness to the crucifixion, Thomas was not prepared to believe that Jesus could be
really alive unless he became an eyewitness to this as well. From the early church down to our own time
we believe without seeing the physical presence, knowing the reality of Christ’s presence spiritually. It
makes for great joy and enthusiasm, fervour and commitment, inspiring us to live more caring and less
selfish lives.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. John 20:19-31. Thomas was not with the other disciples when they were joined by
Jesus. Perhaps he needed time to sort out things in his own mind after the death of his leader and
friend. It cannot have come as a surprise to Thomas that Jesus would be killed; he had expected it earlier
when they returned to Bethany to visit Lazarus’ grave. Thomas had been prepared to die with him. So if
Thomas thought of Jesus as a great prophet, and a remarkable man, then that era of his life was now
over, and he would have to sort out the rest of his life, trying his best to follow the example of his dead
teacher. The prospect would be daunting in its difficulty and loneliness.  He must have had niggling
questions about those strange sayings of Jesus concerning new life and rising again. But Thomas was too
dedicated to his human teacher to insult him by believing fairy stories –Jesus being alive again was
simply too ‘good’ to be true: he preferred Jesus to be human, noble and dead. When he did meet the
risen Christ, his amazed acclamation of faith shows what had happened. Thomas has swapped a human
teacher for the human son of the all-powerful God; Christ was not only to be loved and listened to, but
actually worshipped. It is not idolatry for us to worship Christ, although he has human face. For his
resurrection proves him also to be divine.

RECENT DEATH: June Atkinson (Mother of Fr Philip). We offer our sincere sympathy to her family and
friends.

WONDER OF EASTER: As the rising of the sun sheds light after darkness of night, so you rose that first
Easter morn to shed the light of your glory upon us. Your radiant light shining within us to enlighten our
minds, lift up our hearts, renew us in spirits. And how we wish to share the wonder of your love with us,
so that we may share in your glory forever! Lord as we celebrate the wonder of Easter, renew us in you
love! Amen.

POPE FRANCIS:  The following are extracts from his Easter Sunday address: He prayed for all who are
working in the health service throughout the world in caring for the sick and dying; for the homeless,
prisoners and those who are living on the margins of society. This disease has not only deprived us of
human closeness but also of the possibility of receiving the Sacraments particularly the Eucharist and
Reconciliation but the Lord has not left us alone! United in prayer, we are convinced that he has laid his
hands upon us, firmly reassuring us: do not be afraid, “I have risen and I am with you still” Psalm 138:5.

This is not a time for indifference, because the whole world is suffering and needs to be united in facing
the pandemic. May the risen Jesus grant hope to all the poor, to those living on the peripheries, to
refugees and the homeless. May these, most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters living in the cities
and the peripheries of every part of the world, not be abandoned? Let us ensure that they do not lack
the basic necessities especially medicine, especially the necessity of adequate health care.
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This is not a time for self–centeredness because the challenge we are facing is shared by all, without
distinguishing between persons. Among the many areas of the world affected by coronavirus, I think in a
special way of Europe. After the Second World War, this beloved continent was able to rise again, thanks
to a concrete spirit of solidarity that enabled it to overcome the rivalries of the past. It is more urgent
than ever, especially in the present circumstances, that these rivalries do not regain force, but that all
recognise themselves as part of a single family and support one another. The European Union is
presently facing an epochal challenge, on which will depend not only its future but that of the whole
world. Let us not lose the opportunity to give further proof of solidarity, also by turning to innovative
solutions. The only alternative is the selfishness of particular interests and the temptation of a return to
the past, at the risk of severely damaging the peaceful coexistence and development of future
generations.

This is not time for division: May Christ our peace enlighten all who have responsibility in conflicts, that
they may have the courage to support the appeal for an immediate global ceasefire in all corners of the
world. This is not a time for continuing to manufacture and deal in arms, spending vast amounts of
money that ought to be used to care for others and save lives.

This is not a time for forgetfulness: The crisis we are facing should not make us forget the many other
crises that bring suffering to so many people. May the Lord be close to all those in Asia and Africa who
are experiencing grave humanitarian crises, as in the province of Cabo Delgado in the north of
Mozambique. May He warm the hearts of the many refuges displaced because of wars, drought and
famine.

My brothers and sisters, Indifference, self-centredness, division and forgetfulness are not words we
want to hear at this time. We want to ban these words for ever! They seem to prevail when fear and
death overwhelm us, that is, when we do not let the Lord Jesus triumph in our hearts and lives. May
Christ, who has already defeated death and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, dispel the
darkness of our suffering humanity and lead us into the light of his glorious day, a day that knows no
end. I wish you all a happy Easter.

FOURTEEN WORKS OF MERCY, CORPORAL AND SPIRITUAL:  Visit the sick, clothe the naked , shelter the
homeless, give drink to the thirsty, feed the hungry, visit the imprisoned, bury the dead, instruct the
ignorant, counsel the doubtful, forgive offences, admonish sinners, comfort the afflicted, pray for the
living and the dead, bear wrongs patiently.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.
Visiting of the sick is currently suspended, but if you know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or
comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: Spiritual communion was defined by St Thomas Aquinas as “an ardent
desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already received
Him”.  In the present context it means not receiving the Blessed Sacrament physically.  It can be said at
any time and is being used in all livestream masses. 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, and
I desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually
into my heart. As though you were already there, I embrace you and unite myself wholly to you.
Permit not that I should ever be separated from you. Amen

FR OLIVER:  Thanks all those who sent their Easter greetings either by Easter cards, phone calls and
emails. Thanks to those who called with gifts. The Holy week ceremonies were celebrated with the Word
of God proclaimed each day to all who were present in spirit, strange but true. Mass is celebrated each
day in a similar manner.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Second Sunday of Easter

Priest: Eternal God, we bring before you this day all our prayers for those in any kind of need

We pray for the Holy Father, the Pope: may the Lord continue to bless him and strengthen him as he
leads us.
Lord, hear us.
We pray for the church in every part of the world: may she rejoice in this wonderful Easter season.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who govern our country: may they not be fearful of considering carefully the needs of
those who are poorest and most abandoned.
Lord, hear us

We pray for vocations to the priesthood and the religious life: may young people be not afraid to
respond to the Lord’s calling.
Lord hear us:

We pray for the sick: especially those who are suffering from the coronavirus, for all health care workers
and the countless people in essential services who are serving us during this very difficult time.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have recently recovered from the virus and for those who have died from our
own community: may they share in the resurrection of Jesus.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.
Lord, hear us

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say

Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with you.  Blessed are you amongst all women, and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

Priest: God our Father, we ask you to hear and answer our prayers, made in the name of your Son and in
faith, through Christ our Lord. Amen
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