
Second Sunday after Christmas                        3rd January 2021
THEME: From the very beginning we were chosen.
Right from the expression of God in creation, we have been marked out and chosen to be adopted sons
and daughters through the restoring and saving power of Jesus.  To know and perceive the nature of
God, both through his created world and through his Son, is perfect wisdom; such purity of heart and
integrity allows us to see his will for us more clearly.

MASS TIMES:  St Mary’s: Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri 9-00am. Sat 10-00am.
St Paul’s: Saturday Vigil  5:30pm

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY WEDNESDAY JANUARY 6th is a Holy day of obligation.
St Mary’s: 9-00am
St Paul’s:   7-30pm

BAPTISM: Ralphie George Greaves, Gracie Helen Greenough, Scarlett Hannah Greenough, Jenson Eric
Greenough  were welcomed into the family of God before Christmas.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: John 1:1-18. Instead of analysing the separate words and phrases intellectually, it
is sometimes worthwhile approaching the passage differently. In an atmosphere of silence and stillness,
allow God’s peace to take charge. Then let the words and images wash over and through our
consciousness. Gradually the blending of timelessness and perfect timing can be ‘caught’, as if you were
looking through the eyes of eternity instead of time. Planning, creation, development and fulfilment are
held in harmony which is quite incompatible with measured time, but in the mind of God, fundamental.
Having no hands but ours to work through, God needs us to have a deeper knowledge of him, so that he
can act with and through us; a regular habit of such stillness and silence allows him access.

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY: Matthew 2:1-12 The event has always fascinated astronomers, and there are
various possible explanations for that great bright light that led these enigmatic strangers to a small
child living at Bethlehem. Whoever they were and wherever they travelled from, they knew they had
arrived when they saw the Christ. Here the searching stopped and the worshipping began; the focus of
their lives was readjusted and they responded by giving.
Jesus when he grew up, promised that everyone who searches will find. Sometimes people fool
themselves into thinking that they are searching when really they have their hands over their eyes! But
thorough searching involves setting out on a risky journey, asking directions from the scriptures and
from those who have studied them; and being prepared for the star being occasionally hidden from
view. Do we provide enough help to those who are struggling through their search? Do we offer
accommodation and hospitality on the way? Are we too ignorant of scripture to be able to answer their
questions? Perhaps we could do more, as individuals and as a parish, to guide them towards their
destination.
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ARRANGEMENTS for MASS
- If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification, preferably by email

john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.
- A face mask must be worn whilst you are in Church. The only exception is for children 3 and under.

Please do not come to mass if you are feeling ill or if you are unable to wear a face covering.
- On arrival you will be asked to sanitise your hands and check your name against the booked list.
- You will be guided to a pew. To avoid passing those already seated, pews are filled from the front.
- Mass will take approximately 30 minutes and there will be no singing
- Holy Communion will be distributed after the final blessing. Please remain seated whilst Father

prepares for communion. Stewards will then guide the congregation for communion starting with
the front pews of the centre aisle. After receiving communion do not return to your seat and leave
church by the exit doors on the left (front of church at St Mary’s, back of church at St Paul’s).

- Parishioners with disability must not leave St Mary’s church through the front door of the house
due to the steps but through the main door of the church.  John Storey and his helpers will assist
you with advice if needed.

- The toilets will not be open.

DIOCESAN YEAR BOOK 2021: Are on sale in both churches price £5. Once again it is full of very useful
information including all the Pastoral letters issued by Bishop Mark throughout 2020.

ST MARY’S CHURCH: Will be closed for redecoration from Monday January 11th until Friday February
5th. The 9-30am and 11-00am Sunday masses will be celebrated in St Paul’s Church. Weekday masses
on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday will be celebrated in St Paul’s at 9-00am. Requiem masses
and funeral services will also be held in St Paul’s.

NEW YEAR GREETINGS: Fr Oliver wishes everyone a happy and  peaceful new year.

THANKS: Fr Oliver thanks everyone for their personal gifts, Christmas cards and Christmas offerings.
Your generosity  and support is appreciated.

PREPARATION OF THE CHURCHES FOR CHRISTMAS: Father Oliver thanks all those who prepared the
churches for Christmas, cleaners, helpers,  those who arranged  the flowers and cribs and to John Storey
for overseeing  the health and safety of all who have returned  to  church.

ST PAUL’S CHURCH BOILER: The total cost of replacing the church boiler £16.448 00. This does not
include the Asbestos survey which had to be carried out prior to installing the new one.

ST PAUL’S CHURCH EXTERNAL LIGHTS: Improved  lightening has been installed at the main entrance to
the church.

GIFT AID: If you have previously signed a Gift Aid form and are no longer paying Tax, please let Mary
McDonough know by email mrm.32hillmount@gmail.com or leave a message on 07305301299.

SECOND COLLECTION:  Next Sunday is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord and the Second Collection
will be for crib donations that will go to Shrewsbury Caritas.  There are many families in need of our help
at this time, in our parish and the wider diocese. The basket for your donation will be on the church
table as you enter church.

OFFERTORY: Thank you to everyone for your offerings to St Mary’s or St Paul’s.  There will be no
collection at Mass on Sunday, but there will be a basket for your offertory as you leave Church.  If you
would like to set up a standing order or, if you are a tax payer and would like to Gift Aid your donations,
please see Mary McDonough after Mass, or send an email to mrm.32hillmount@gmail.com and the
forms can be sent electronically.
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BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Second Sunday after Christmas

Priest: Let us like St Paul, remember in our prayers the world that Christ came to save, and the needs of
those who are poor and afflicted.

We pray for the church that with our minds enlightened by Christ we may see what hope his call holds
for us, and what rich glories his saints will inherit.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for leaders and political representatives: that they may be guided by the Wisdom of God and
discharge their responsibilities with integrity and justice.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for young people: that they may respond to the guidance God gives in their minds, so that they
may be led by God in the choices that they have to make in life.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are in hospital and in residential homes in our parish; for all people who are
housebound; and for those who receive Holy Communion at home
Lord, hear us

We pray for the souls of the faithful departed, those who have died recently and those whose
anniversaries fall around this time: may they inherit the glories that God has prepared for those who
love him.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray Hail Mary.

Hail Mary, full of grace the Lord is with you. Blessed are you amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the
hour of our death, Amen.

Priest: We pray for the wisdom to be good builders of the house of God and to recognise the gifts we
have been given for this task.  Amen.



The readings for Sunday 3rd January 2021

Entrance Antiphon When a profound silence covered
all things and night was in the middle of its course,
your all-powerful Word, O Lord, bounded from
heaven’s royal throne.

A Reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2, 8-
12
Wisdom speaks her own praises,
  in the midst of her people she glories in herself.
She opens her mouth in the assembly of the Most
High,
  she glories in herself in the presence of the Mighty
One;
‘Then the creator of all things instructed me,
  and he who created me fixed a place for my tent.
He said, “Pitch your tent in Jacob,
  make Israel your inheritance.”
From eternity, in the beginning, he created me,
  and for eternity I shall remain.
I ministered before him in the holy tabernacle,
  and thus was I established on Zion.
In the beloved city he has given me rest,
  and in Jerusalem I wield my authority.
I have taken root in a privileged people, in the Lord’s
property, in his inheritance.’

Psalm 147
Response: The Word was made flesh and lived among
us.
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!
  Zion, praise your God!
He has strengthened the bars of your gates
  he has blessed the children within you. Response
He established peace on your borders,
  he feeds you with finest wheat.
He sends out his word to the earth
  and swiftly runs his command. Response
He makes his word known to Jacob,
  to Israel his laws and decrees.
He has not dealt thus with other nations;
  he has not taught them his decrees. Response

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of
heaven in Christ. Before the world was made, he chose
us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to
live through love in his presence, determining that we
should become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ
for his own kind purposes, to make us praise the glory
of his grace,
his free gift to us in the Beloved.
That will explain why I, having once heard about your
faith in the Lord Jesus, and the love that you show

towards all the saints, have never failed to remember
you in my prayers and to thank God for you. May the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give
you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is
revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May
he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see
what hope his call holds for you, which rich glories he
has promised the saints will inherit. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed
to the pagans.  Glory be to you, O Christ, believed in by
the world. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to John
1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was
with God and the Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning. Through him all things came to be, not
one thing had its being but through him. All that came
to be had life in him and that life was the light of men,
a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness
could not overpower.
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He
came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him. He was
not the light, only a witness to speak for the light.
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men;
and he was coming into the world. He was in the world
that had its being through him, and the world did not
know him. He came to his own domain and his own
people did not accept him. But to all who did accept
him he gave power to become children of God, to all
who believe in the name of him who was born not out
of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of man but
of God himself.
The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we
saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of
the Father, full of grace and truth. John appears as his
witness. He proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I said:
He who comes after me ranks before me because he
existed before me.’
Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received –
yes, grace in return for grace, since, though the Law
was given through Moses, grace and truth have come
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is
the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who
has made him known.

Communion Antiphon  To all who would accept him,
he gave the power to become children of God.



Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.


	BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Second Sunday after Christmas

