
3rd Sunday of Lent year A
Theme: The living water of Christ.                                                                    15th March 2020 

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: Sun 10-30am, 6-30pm; Mon, Weds 9-00am; Fri 9-00am in school; Sat 10-00am

ST PAUL’S: Sat Vigil Mass 6-00pm, Sun 9-00am; Tues 9-00am in school; Weds No mass; Thu 9-00am

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: After 10-00am mass Saturdays in St Mary’s church

CONFESSIONS: (Any time on request)
ST MARY’S: Sat after 10-00am Mass, Sun before 10-30am and 6-30pm Masses
ST PAUL’S: Sat before 6-00pm Mass, Sun 9-00am Mass.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: John 4: 5-42. The new life with all its vitality, freedom and peace is available to
everyone of every nationality, not just the chosen race to whom and through whom it was first brought.
In this intriguing story of the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well we see how Jesus saw his ministry of
salvation as fulfilling the law to the extent that it overflowed into all the world, like a spring constantly
bubbling up to revitalise and refresh.
The woman in turn is shocked, amused and impressed by what Jesus says. She is drawn to question him
about the issue which worry her and make her angry: until gradually she is led to see that all this
wrangling is submerged in the greater significance of God’s eventual purpose for his creation, just as the
water drawn from her well is only temporally satisfying compared to Christs ‘living’ water. As she dashes
off to tell her friends about his strange, compelling personality, it is as if she has filled her jar at his well,
and this brings others back to the water’s source – Christ himself.
That is what we must do:  introduce others to Christ by the water we have drawn, but aim to bring them
to draw water themselves eventually – to believe because of their own experience rather than our
witness.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers and if
you know of anyone who is in need of a visit or Holy Communion at home or in hospital, please let Fr.
Oliver know.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.  Amen.
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ST MARY’S GOVERNORS: Have appointed Claire Marie McManus presently deputy head of St Herbert
Chadderton, head of St Mary’s from September 2020.  The next stage in the journey is to appoint a
deputy head for September.

ADMISSIONS TO ST PAUL’S NURSERY:   We offer high quality teacher led nursery provision on a daily
basis from 8-55am to 11-55am. We currently have some vacancies for places in the school nursery for
September 2020. If you have a child who will be 4 between 1st September 2020 and the 31st August
2021 and would like them to attend the school nursery, please contact the school office 368-2934 for
further information. Visits to the nursery are very welcome by appointment.

INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONFERENCE BUDAPEST: September 14-21. https://www.iec2020.hu/en
There is a block booking with Tangney Tours for all pilgrims from England and Wales (http://iec.tours).
Only 20 places for each diocese, staying in 4 star hotel near events. Two possibilities: 5 or7 nights; prices
are all inclusive, except for the journey to Heathrow which will be arranged for those going with the
diocese.  Registration by Easter directly via the Tangney website. Enquires to Barbara Davies:
Barbara.davies@dioceseofshrewsbury.org Phone 07730526821

LIFE IS LIKE A BOX OF CHOCOLATES: Two years running Tom Hanks received the Oscar for Best Actor – in
1993 for his role in Philadelphia and in 1994 for Forest Gump. A line that Forrest Gump repeats is “life is
like a box of chocolates”. We can focus on Quality Street chocolates as we think of our own characters.

The green triangle of chocolate. On the seashore we never see pebbles of this shape because, of
course any sharp edges are knocked off by others in the sea. Do I have any sharp edges of my
character – do I get at people, annoy them? Do I make fun of others? Yet there is still; good in the
person that this might represent. This is a good solid chocolate, but I need to knock off some of my
sharp edges.

Those edges – the negative things - tend to be knocked off when I really share my life with others,
as we see in the round toffee cup. I become more WHOLE as a person, more rounded in character,
keeping life in balance, living life peacefully one day at a time.

Oh Fudge - the paper comes off quietly, so this is the one to take if you’re trying to sneak an extra
one out of the box when no-one’s looking! As there is a lot of sugar in fudge, so this individual has
great richness within – a lot to offer others. People are the richer for having been with this person -
the one who always smiles and forgives; the person who often speaks a word of encouragement
and support; the one who is generous in doing something they’d rather not do. These people will
make the world a better place for having walked in it.

May be I am a little like this one – the purple hazelnut in caramel – a little showy, flashy on the
outside. I have two wrappings – maybe to protect or hide my real self. Maybe I don’t want anyone
to know what I am really like deep inside because, deep within… here is a nut.

The blue coconut. 10 minutes after eating this, you find little bits of coconut between your teeth –
something more to chew over. May be I am like this coconut – a challenging person because I leave
things to others to think about, to “chew over”. These people leave a little of themselves wherever
they go: a compliment that really encourages someone; the joy of a contagious smile.

To be continued.

CONFIRMATION MEETING:   The first meeting for candidates and parents will take place on Tuesday
March 31st 7-30pm at St Mary’s church.

THANK YOU: To all those who continue to contribute to the slate fund.

COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £313.21; CAFOD £228.73; St Paul’s £326.80; CAFOD £230.87
TOTE: C Hollinshead £75
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