
3rd Sunday of Easter                 26th April 2020

THEME: Christ is the fulfilment of the scriptures
All the prophecies of the Old Testament culminate in the person of Jesus, whose resurrection holds all the
evidence together and enables us to see God’s supremacy both in life and in death. The wonder of this,
spreads light and joy among his followers, as they come closer to him, through the breaking of the bread.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. Luke24:13-35. The two disciples had been full of expectation. As Jesus’ ministry
progressed, they had begun to see that he was not only a great prophet but possibly the Messiah
himself. Now at last, the Roman occupation would become a thing of the past, and Israel would be once
more be free and powerful. The nails hammered into Jesus’ body on Good Friday had hammered into
their fervent hopes and dreams. No angel came to save him from death and when he died, so did their
illusions. Now Jesus approaches them, not abandoning them for having got it wrong, but working to
redirect, explain and enlighten. Never mind if they did not recognise him during the learning - they
listened and began to think more openly, to broaden their expectations until, at the breaking of the
bread, things fell in to place and they were filled with tremendous joy. So much so that they raced back
to Jerusalem straight away in the dark, though it was seven miles away and they had already done the
journey once! Sometimes when we accompany Jesus, we grasp part of what He is and teaches, but
egocentricity leads us off in a tangent. And when we start off in the wrong direction, we go very fast.
Eventually our precious dreams and visions will crash, and we are bound to be hurt and jarred Christ will
not abandon us for our foolishness. Through many and varied ways he will teach and explain, and it is
vital that we listen, even if we don’t recognise it as Christ speaking. Then we shall grow in awareness and
understanding, until we see Jesus revealed somehow in our lives, assuring us of his reality and closeness.
Set on the right road again we shall be full of his joy and excitement.

CONFIRMATIONS & VISITATIONS 2020: Bishop Mark has informed the clergy that due to the
uncertainty of the duration of public health restrictions, he has decided to cancel his programme of
parish/schools visitation and confirmations during the summer, autumn and possibly the winter months.
Bishop Mark will continue to review the situation in the light of changing circumstances.

MASS FOR THE SICK AND SOCIAL CARE WORKERS: Cardinal Nichols has announced that, each Thursday
at 7pm, a catholic Bishop will offer Mass, live streamed from their Cathedral for the care workers.  He
said, “… there’s a big thank you I want to give to all those who are caring for others.  It is especially true
in our care homes, in our hospitals, but it’s true in every place where somebody is genuinely caring for
another person.  And in these circumstances, it’s stressful, but it’s deeply appreciated.  And we can see on
a Thursday evening how much that caring work, especially in the NHS and in care homes, is appreciated.
Now, what we want to do, is add to that public applause, the practice of public prayer. So, every
Thursday at 7pm, a bishop will celebrate Mass in one of the cathedrals for the care workers.” Cardinal
Nichols continued: “… please do join in, if you can, on the livestreaming. Follow where the Mass takes
place on each different Thursday. And even more importantly, use that time before 8 o’clock on a
Thursday to offer your prayers of thanksgiving for these generous, courageous people, for their support –
their encouragement – that God will sustain them in this great work that they’re doing. We applaud, but
we pray, and we pray fervently, for them. May God bless them all.”
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The spiritual programme began with the Cardinal offering mass in Westminster Cathedral on 23rd April
and continues as follows:  April 30th Arundel Cathedral, Bishop Richard Moth; 7th May Leeds Cathedral,
Bishop Marcus Stock; 14th May Newcastle Cathedral, Bishop Robert Byrne. 21st May Shrewsbury
Cathedral, Bishop Mark Davies; 28th May Middlesbrough, Cathedral Bishop Terence Drainey.

DIOCESAN PROMOTOR FOR THE VOCATION OF MARRIAGE: Bishop Mark has announced that he has
appointed Jane F Deegan LLB, MA, MSC as the diocesan promotor for the vocation of Christian marriage.
Jane has been married to Jonathan for 27 years and have three children all adults. Their son Joseph is
currently in seminary and they have two daughters at university, Sophia (studying Illustration) and
Rebekah (studying Psychology). Jonathan and Jane have been running marriage preparation courses in
London for the last nine years. They are also part of a marriage apostolate providing Marriage
Enrichment retreats ‘Loving 4 Life’ for 12 years. Jane is a trained solicitor doing conveyancing and then
criminal defence work in London. When her children had grown up, she studied for an MA in Catholic
Educational & Pastoral Studies (the personal, moral and spiritual pathway) at Maryvale Institute. She
then did a second Masters in Psychology (from a catholic worldwide view perspective) with the Divine
Mercy University (USA). Jane has been in touch with all the parishes to enquire about what is in place for
those who are preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of marriage.  Marriage care provides relational but
not spiritual or faith content, other than stating that marriage is a sacrament. Its volunteers are not
required to be trained as catechists and their training covers presenting the contents of the course only.
Jane will be inviting us to encourage couples to experience enrichment retreats for married couples and
ongoing formation and many other areas of Christian marriage.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: Spiritual communion was defined by St Thomas Aquinas as “an
ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already
received Him”.  In the present context it means not receiving the Blessed Sacrament physically.  It can be
said at any time and is being used in all livestream masses. 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, and
I desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually
into my heart. As though you were already there, I embrace you and unite myself wholly to you.
Permit not that I should ever be separated from you. Amen

FURLOUGH: (1) Is a period of time that a worker, missionary or soldier is allowed to be absent, especially
to return temporarily to their own home or country. (2) To allow or force someone to be absent
temporarily from work, after concerns for the company or its employees. Furlough is freedom, though it
may not feel like.  Easter for Christians, and Passover for the Jewish community, is fundamentality a
celebration of freedom. Both look back across thousands of years of history and prehistory: through
modernism, Renaissance and the Enlightenment, Medievalism, the Dark ages, Roman and Greek
philosophies and still further back in time, before a written word existed to a moment in time when our
ancestors truly knew they were free.  Over time, especially through the 20th century, the concept of
freedom or liberation has changed beyond recognition, and yet not at all. The Hebrew Scriptures (Old
Testament), the New Testament and two thousand years of human history, all record ways in which
freedom has been used for good-and abused to hurt or enslave others.  The New Testament suggests
that freedom is about gaining wisdom and truth: And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free (John 8:32). But it is not just a condition or a state of mind, it is about what we do ourselves, when
we know we have freedom: Don’t let your freedom be an opportunity to indulge your selfish impulses,
but serve each other through love. (Galatians 5:13). My prayer for you and for me is that, during this
time of ‘enforced freedom’ from our daily routines, and the ways in which we often find worth/values,
that we find freedom of both and action in our response.

FROM JOHN F KENNEDY 35th President of the United States of America: As we express our gratitude,
we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Third Sunday of Easter

Priest: Dear brothers and sisters, filled with paschal joy, let us pray more earnestly to God that He, who
graciously listened to the prayers and supplications of his beloved Son, may now be pleased to look upon
us in our lowliness.

We pray for the church in every part of the world: may she always be filled with the risen life of Christ
that proclaims a love that drives out all fear
Lord, hear us

We pray for all those areas of the world where there is confusion and bewilderment, struggle and
conflict, may the Risen Christ lead us beyond our doubts and insecurities, to know the joy of His peace.
Lord, hear us.

We pray that the Risen Christ will illumine the minds of government leader; may they make wise
decisions for the common good and in caring for the most vulnerable.
Lord hear us.

We pray for those who were to be baptized and received into the church this Easter, may they continue
to grow in love and knowledge of Christ Jesus as they wait patiently to be in full communion with us.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus may they, and their
families, know the grace and healing of God our loving Father
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our medical staff and emergency services; may they be granted health and strength in their
generous service of their brothers and sisters.
Lord, hear us.

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of Shrewsbury to intercede
for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.  Blessed art thou amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death.  Amen.

Priest: O, God who knows that our life in this present age is subject to suffering and need, hear the
desires of those who cry to you and receive the prayers of those who believe in you. Through Christ our
Lord Amen
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