
Third Sunday in ordinary time YEAR A 26th January 2020

Theme: Christ has come to enlighten his people                                         

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: Sun 10-30am 6-30pm. Mon, Weds 9-00am Fri 9-00am in school, Sat 10-00am
ST PAUL’S: Sat Vigil Mass 6-00pm, Sun 9-00am, Tues 9-00am in school, Weds 7-30pm, Thurs 9-00am

CONFESSIONS: (Any time on request)
ST MARY’S: Sat after 10-00am Mass, Sun before 10-30am and 6-30pm Masses
ST PAUL’S: Sat before 6-00pm Mass, Sun 9-00am Mass.

BAPTISM: Edie Rae Mabe and Franceso Catanzariti were welcomed into God’s family last Sunday.

RECENT DEATH: Derek Wildgoose. We offer our sincere sympathy to all his family, relatives and friends.
Requiem mass on Tuesday February 11th 11-30am.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. Matthew 4:12-23.  In Jesus the prophecies were at last fulfilled. Here was a man
who showed the light of God in his teaching, curing and compassion. And the message he had was the
need to repent; he called people to follow him instead of selfishness, and they in turn would call others.
Jesus has called us, and he wants us to follow him. He wants us to bring others to him until at last all
men are reconciled to their creator.
Lord Jesus Christ you commissioned your apostles to “Go and make disciples of all nations” We all share
in this mission of the church. As we follow the example of those saints who have brought your Gospel to
us, empower us with the gifts we need to be sent into the world, bringing your saving love and mercy to
all we meet.   Through Christ Our Lord Amen

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers and if
you know of anyone who is in need of a visit or Holy Communion at home or in hospital, please let Fr.
Oliver know.

CORNERSTONE MANCHESTER: This is the last weekend for donating food to Cornerstone homeless
centre.  The centre needs the usual items of food to take them over the winter months for breakfast and
dinner. Corn beef, tuna, tinned meat, tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables, soup etc. Fr Oliver thanks
everyone who has donated. We now need people who have cars to take it down to the centre.

ST MARY’S AND ST PAUL’S CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX:  There are new boxes at the back of church, if you
don’t have one.

ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE: The mass will be celebrated by Bishop Mark
Davies Saturday 8th February at 12-00 noon St Joseph’s Church North Rd, Birkenhead, CH42 7JY. All
married couples and families are welcome. If you are celebrating a significant anniversary (25th, 30th,
40th, 60th) and wish to attend mass, please let Fr Oliver know by the 26th January and you will receive a
special letter of invitation. There will refreshments afterwards in the Church Hall.
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GAVIN ASHENDEN:  A prominent Anglican and former chaplain to the Queen has been received into the
Catholic Church. Gavin, ordained bishop in the Continuing Anglican Church after leaving the Church of
England, was received by Bishop Mark into the fullness of the Catholic Church before Christmas. Gavin is
now a member of the laity. Bishop Mark has written to Rome asking for his future to be considered,
which could possibly open the door to ordination as a catholic priest. Gavin is married with a grown up
family and a grandson.

THE WORLD HAS CHANGED AND SO MUST THE CHURCH, SAYS POPE FRANCIS: Conceding that
Christianity no longer holds the commanding presence and influence in society that it once did, Pope
Francis called on the Bishops and priests to embrace change. He cited the late Cardinal Carlo Marie
Martini who in his final interview before dying in 2012 lamented that the church itself was “200 years
behind” because of its fear of change. “Today we are no longer the only ones that produce culture and
no longer the first or most listened to.” Francis told the Bishops. “The faith in Europe and in much of the
West is no longer an obvious presumption taken for granted but often denied, derided and ridiculed”.
The answer, he said was for the Church to embrace the pastoral reforms and outlook that he has
advocated. “Here we have to beware of the temptation of assuming a rigid outlook, rigidity that is born
from fear of change and ends up placing obstacles in the ground of a common good, turning it into a
minefield of misunderstanding and hatred.”  He suggested that people who take rigid positions often use
them to mask their own problems. “And these days, the temptation to rigidity has become so apparent”,
he claimed, arguing that in interpreting and following the Gospel the true tradition of the church is
characterised by a continuous, discerned path of change. The pope said that being sensitive to the past
does not mean being a slave to it. Catholic tradition is not a museum piece, rather it is always revolving.
Tradition is the guarantee of the future not a container of ashes. As well as drawing inspiration from
Cardinal Martini, Pope Francis quoted from St John Henry Newman who was canonised in October.
Francis cited Newman’s observation that “to live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed
often” saying that it was a reminder that “development and growth are a normal part of human life,
even as believers we know that God remains the unchanging centre of all things.”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: St Paul’s: Saturday May 16th 9-30am St Mary’s: Saturday June 13th 9:30am.

CONFIRMATION: We have received the date for the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Friday July 3rd 2020

RETIRED PRIESTS’ FUND: Next weekend the annual collection for the retired priests will be held.  With
your help, we can build up the fund to help to meet the future needs of our sick and retired priests.
Special envelopes are available for your use on the church table. Bishop Mark asks you to give
generously as you can to this very worthy cause. He also like to express his gratitude for your continued
support.

FR OLIVER:  Thanks all those who sent birthday greetings and gifts for of his birthday last Saturday.

TOTE: M Bibby £50

COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £464.45, SPUC £127.00; St Paul’s £381.38, SPUC £170.00

SECOND COLLECTION: This Sunday at St Mary’s Building Fund; Next Sunday Diocesan retired clergy fund


