
4th Sunday of Easter                 3rd May 2020

THEME: The good shepherd, who gave his life for us, is risen.
Just as the good shepherd leads and cares for his sheep, and is prepared to die to keep them safe, so
Christ leads and cares for us, even to the extent of dying for us. Although we have wandered off, he
draws us back, by paying off our debts for us, so that we may live in the joy of his peace.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. John 10:1-10 Anyone who has walked behind sheep will realise what Jesus meant
when he talked so often of humans as sheep. They scuttle out of immediate danger and immediately
start eating, as if nothing had happened. Seconds later they see danger catching up with them again so
there is another short-lived scuttle, as they follow each other however foolishly they are led. Hence the
need for a trustworthy shepherd, for sheep are woefully in need of a responsible leader. The shepherds
in Israel always lead, rather than drive, the sheep as in Britain.  Some of them posing as the good
shepherd can be very convincing, so that we sheep are sometimes coaxed into trusting them.

CONFIRMATIONS & VISITATIONS 2020: Bishop Mark has informed the clergy that due to the
uncertainty of the duration of public health restrictions, he has decided to cancel his programme of
parish/schools visitation and confirmations during the summer, autumn and possibly the winter months.
Bishop Mark will continue to review the situation in the light of changing circumstances.

MASS FOR THE SICK AND SOCIAL CARE WORKERS: Cardinal Nichols has said the Bishops want to
underpin the Thursday evening displays of appreciation and applause for the NHS by public prayer.
Masses are being celebrated by a bishop at 7-00pm every Thursday in their cathedrals. This Thursday,
7th May it will be Bishop Marcus Stock, from Leeds Cathedral.  Bishop Mark will be celebrating mass on
Thursday May 21st in Shrewsbury cathedral. On Thursday 23rd April, Cardinal Nichols celebrated mass
in Westminster Cathedral and the following are extracts from his homily.

In this land a lovely custom has developed of going to our front door, windows, balconies or
gardens at 8-00pm on Thursday evening, and giving a heartfelt round of applause for those who
care for the sick and dying during this pandemic. To this we wish to add public prayer. So, this
evening we pray for those who day by day come face to face with virus in our hospitals and care
homes, those within them that we visit, those in research laboratories and surgeries. We thank
them for their courage and generosity of heart.  We thank them for their great generosity of
heart which sustains their efforts.  We pray also for those whose families include those with
special and demanding needs, that within the confines of their homes, this same courageous and
generous spirit will be strengthened and sustained.  We pray for those who are suffering with the
effects of this dreadful virus, those who have died and for their families.

For us, the most part in this effort is so different. Yes, deprivations are placed on us, including
not being able, as yet, to return to our churches and Sacraments, a deprivation very deeply felt.
Yet we should be very wary of any sense of self-pity as we play our part in the life–saving
discipline. In all this we are comforted by the unwavering presence of the Lord. We must have
eyes, to see him in every place and every moment.   Our prayer must be steadfast, for there is no
doubt that the power of God is both needed and moving in this epic struggle.

ST MARY’S & ST PAUL’S NEWSLETTERThe R.C. Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity
Parish Priest: Father Oliver O’Doherty 29 Zetland St, Dukinfield, Cheshire SK16 4EJ

Website: stmaryandstpaul.org.uk            Email: o.odoherty@ntlworld.com
Telephone:  0161 330 2424

mailto:o.odoherty@ntlworld.com
mailto:o.odoherty@ntlworld.com


This evening we renew that prayer for God’s strength and inspiration for these quiet heroes of
today, even as we get ready to applaud them.

Front line workers stand in a great and noble tradition. That tradition bears the hallmark of the
Christian faith. Its characteristic of self-sacrifice and courage and its commitment to caring for all,
especially for the poorest, sprang forth from the determination to follow the teachings of Christ
who said that is to be found, and served, especially in the poorest, the most needy and those
least able to help themselves. I recognise that many today who serve generously do so for many
good reasons. They are from many different faiths. When asked why they go back, or remain,
day after day, at their dangerous task, some answer ‘It is who I am.’ I am a doctor, I am a nurse.
They recognise a calling, a vocation that lies deep within them. What we do with our prayers is
not disrespectful to them. We are watering the very roots of their inspiration. May our prayers
strengthen their instinct and inspiration and assure them that they are deep in our hearts.

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP MARK TO THE PEOPLE OF THE DIOCESE DURING THE PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS:
I send this short message to you as we continue to walk through the crisis. I know that tens of thousands
have been able to join me in the Cathedral via livestream, yet I am conscious that I have not been able to
speak personally to many others in the Diocese. I want to assure you, whether you find yourself today in
our hospitals and care homes; in self-isolation at home; or living amidst the many restrictions of this
time, that we will remain united in prayer. Be assured that you have a place in my prayer every day. I
particularly want to thank priests and deacons who have continued to serve in so many generous ways,
not least in the care of the sick and dying and above all by the daily offering of the Mass celebrated
alone. I know you, the people of the diocese, are held in their daily prayer. I also want to record our
gratitude at this moment in history to all the doctors, nurses, care workers, cleaners, our police and
shop workers and all the essential services, together with so many volunteers. I know in many ways
others are praying and interceding hidden from human sight. Pope Francis reminds us, ‘It is all of you
who are quietly and heroically writing the story of this time.’  In the Gospel, we hear how even in the
most desolate and bewildering moments the Risen Christ walks with us, even if we fail to recognise Him.
He allows our hearts to once more burn within us and inspires prayer, ‘Stay with us, Lord Jesus.’  I hope
the reopening of our churches will not be too long delayed so that we can recognise Jesus Himself as the
first disciples recognised Him in the breaking of the bread – in the mystery of the Holy Eucharist with all
joyed renewed.  In the meantime, let us continue to pray wherever we find ourselves: ‘Stay with us, Lord
Jesus, as we walk through these days.’  May God bless you and all your loved ones. + Bishop Mark.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: Spiritual communion was defined by St Thomas Aquinas as “an ardent
desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already received
Him”.  In the present context it means not receiving the Blessed Sacrament physically.  It can be said at
any time and is being used in all livestream masses. My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the
Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive
you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you were already there, I embrace
you and unite myself wholly to you. Permit not that I should ever be separated from you. Amen.

WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS - TOGETHER: This is one of 25 suggestions from a friendly clinical
psychologist. Remind yourself that this is temporary. In the midst of this quarantine, it seems that it will
never end. It is terrifying to think of the road stretching ahead of us. Take time to remind yourself that
although this is very scary and difficult, it is a season of life and it will pass. We will return to feeling free,
safe, busy, and connected.



MESSAGE FROM THE S.V.P: If anyone is struggling to do their shopping or get medication, the SVP has
volunteers willing to help. Moreover, if anyone is struggling financially due to the virus, the SVP has a
member who also works for CAB who can provide good experienced advice. Further information contact
Peter Chorlton 07789214592

VOCATIONS SUNDAY: This flows from the broader culture of vocations and it is when the universal
church asks the Lord to send more labourers into the harvest. Loving Father, you call us by name, as we
journey through life. Help us to be confident in our own unique identity and to find opportunities to
develop our own gifts and passion.  We pray that the Holy Spirit will pour on us wisdom and guidance to
help us to realise and follow our dreams discerning your plan for our lives. Bless your church by raising
up dedicated and generous people from our families and friends who will serve as Priests, Deacons,
Brothers and Sisters. May we support one another in responding to God’s call. Through Christ our Lord,
Amen.

MIGRANTS DAY OF PRAYER: Last Friday, the feast of St Joseph the Worker, was a day of prayer for
migrants. The liturgical theme was “You are clapping for us, now pray with us”, as we value the amazing
contribution of migrants to so many services that are now being recognised and honoured as essential.
Many migrant workers are amongst those on the front line in the NHS and care homes, working as
delivery drivers, cleaners and caterers. This is a moment to honour them in prayer-especially considering
so many of them are financially vulnerable, working zero hours contracts or for pay that is below the
real living wage. We also remember the catholic social teaching that recognises everyone as our
“brothers and sisters” calls us to tear down borders that divide and exclude any group of people, and
has mandated us to pay a real living wage ever since POPE Leo XIII wrote about it in 1891.

CHANNEL 4 PROGRAMME: THE TRUTH ABOUT TRAVELLER CRIME: The national catholic chaplain for
Gypsies, Roma and Travellers said: ‘Gypsy, Roma and traveller communities make a valuable
contribution to our society yet face extraordinary levels of racism and discrimination.  Almost every
man, woman and child has suffered some form of hate speech or hate crime. Channel 4’s programme
used sensational language, selective examples and dubious statistics which will only reinforce this
prejudice. Such broadcasts would be dangerous and irresponsible at the best of times. Coming amid a
national crisis and a pandemic that is hitting minority communities so hard, it is particularly
unacceptable. Pope Paul VI reminded us that our Gypsy, Roma and Traveller sisters and brothers are at
the heart of the church.  We will continue to stand in solidarity with them’

FROM LLOYD GEERING PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER: ‘The Christian faith comes to visibility in the world in
the lives of those people who are experiencing faith, hope and love which have Christian quality. The
Christian faith, by virtue of the very life of love to which he leads is essentially a community affair.

DIOCESAN PROMOTOR FOR THE VOCATION OF MARRIAGE: Bishop Mark has announced that he has
appointed Jane F Deegan LLB, MA, M.SC as the diocesan promotor for the vocation of Christian
marriage. Jane has been married to Jonathan for 27 years and they have three children all adults. Their
son Joseph is currently in seminary and they have two daughters at university, Sophia (studying
Illustration) and Rebekah (studying Psychology). Jonathan and Jane have been running marriage
preparation courses in London for the last nine years. They are also part of a marriage apostolate
providing Marriage Enrichment retreats ‘Loving 4 Life’ for 12 years. Jane is a trained solicitor doing
conveyancing and then criminal defence work in London. When her children had grown up, she studied
for an MA in Catholic Educational & Pastoral Studies (the personal, moral and spiritual pathway) at
Maryvale Institute. She then did a second Masters in Psychology (from a catholic worldwide view
perspective) with the Divine Mercy University (USA). Jane has been in touch with all the parishes to
enquire about what is in place for those who are preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of marriage.
Marriage care provides relational but not spiritual or faith content, other than stating that marriage is a
sacrament. Its volunteers are not required to be trained as catechists and their training covers
presenting the contents of the course only.  Jane will be inviting us to encourage couples to experience
enrichment retreats for married couples and ongoing formation and many other areas of Christian
marriage.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Fourth Sunday of Easter

Priest:
My brothers and sisters, let us offer our needs to God, asking God’s guidance and for him to protect us
and our world from coronavirus.

We pray for the church: may she always be a gateway to truth, peace and justice for those who are lost,
broken and betrayed.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our world: may governments everywhere work for those in greatest need.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who are feeling stressed during the lock down: may they find confidence and courage
in their prayers to the Lord Jesus who heals all our fears.
Lord hear us:

We pray for those who were to be baptised and received into the church this Easter, may they continue
to grow in love and knowledge of Christ Jesus as they wait patiently to be in full communion with us.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus may they, and their
families, know the grace and healing of God our loving Father
Lord, hear us

We pray for our medical staff and emergency services; may they be granted health and strength in their
generous service of their brothers and sisters.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died recently and all those who have died from the coronavirus: may they
find light, happiness and peace forever.
Lord, hear us

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of Shrewsbury to intercede
for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with Thee. Blessed art thou amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Moher of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death.  Amen.

Priest: God our Father, help us to grow in openness and generosity, inspired and helped by your Holy
Spirit working within us. Through Christ our Lord Amen.


