
4th Sunday of Lent year A
Theme: Christ, the Anointed King.                                                                  22nd March 2020 

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: All public liturgical services suspended until further notice at the request of the Catholic

Bishops of England and Wales
ST PAUL’S: All public liturgical services suspended until further notice at the request of the Catholic

Bishops of England and Wales.
CONFESSION: Is available on request (see below), please contact Father Oliver.

St MARY’S: Church will be open for prayer: Sunday 10-00am to 12-00noon and 6:00pm and 7:00pm;
Monday 9-00am to 9:30am; Tuesday to Friday 9-30am to 10-30am; Saturday 10-00am to
11-00am.  These times will continue weekly until further notice.

CESSATION OF PUBLIC WORSHIP: This is a temporary measure and the guidelines provided by the
Catholic Bishops of England and Wales are that the celebration of Holy Mass and the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and Marriage have now stopped until further notice. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation may be offered as long as hygiene and social distancing requirements are observed. First
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion should be postponed if they are due to be celebrated during
the cessation of public worship. Funeral services will take place at the graveside or at the crematorium.
Attendance at Dukinfield crematorium is limited to ten people.  Once we hear that the threat to public
health has ceased, public worship at the church will be resumed.

FR OLIVER: Will be celebrating mass privately (without the presence of parishioners) every day during
the cessation of public worship, for the temporal and spiritual welfare of the whole community asking
Our Loving Father and Mary his Mother for their protection during the weeks and months ahead.

STREAMING OF MASS: Use the following link to access live mass streams in Stockport.
www.churchservices.tv/stockport.
Our Lady Stockport: Mass will be celebrated at 9.30am from Monday to Saturday and at 11am on
Sunday without a congregation in church, but with our 'virtual' congregation all joined in prayer.
St Peter Hazel Grove: Daily Mass will be celebrated at 12noon weekdays and 10am on Sundays and will
be live streamed.
Shrewsbury Cathedral: Services will also be streamed from the Cathedral, visit the website for details.
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org

RECENT BAPTISMS:  Last Sunday we welcomed Ailbe Gerard James Kennedy and Alice Marie Lansdown
into the family of God

RECENT DEATH: Josephine McManus. We offer our sincere sympathy to all her family and friends.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: John 1:9-14.  The story beautifully illustrates spiritual and physical blindness as we
watch the way the blind man’s restored sight brings with it great spiritual insight, while the myopic
visions of those peering closely at the Mosaic law, fails to see anything broader or more far-reaching.
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We see by and large, what we want or expect to see, and no more. Most of us are fairly observant until
some startling event causes us to look more carefully. This startling event really set everyone going.
Something in them wanted to believe that a man’s sight must point to greater power at work-possibly
the power of God himself. But pulling against that is the doubt: that it is too good, too incredibly simple
to be true. What about all the rules and regulations they had worked on for years? What about the
different expectations they had about the true Messiah? Could this man Jesus really be the chosen one
they taught the people about? If he were, it would mean that they had to abandon their authority and
start again at the bottom, learning instead of teaching, giving up cherished pedantry. The challenge was
simply too great: they decided to shut the light out instead, and call it darkness. Sadly, there are
Christians who sometimes do the same. We are all sometimes guilty of it. Yet what exuberant freedom
the blind man has, as he abandoned himself to Christ. His healing seems to liberate not only his eyes,
but his wit and humour, confidence and enthusiasm as well. In acknowledging Christ as his lord he is
made totally whole

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.
Visiting of the sick is currently suspended.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.  Amen.

CONFIRMATION MEETING:   Postponed.  A new date will be announced in due course. 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL: Deputy Headteacher. The Governing Body wish to appoint a
Deputy Headteacher to join the recently appointed Headteacher. This is an exciting opportunity to
establish a new leadership team to maintain the focus on continued school improvement and build on
the many successes of our popular school. Our school has a strong Catholic ethos filled with the Gospel
values of love, peace, justice and truth. We welcome practising Catholics with a proven track record of
leadership in a Catholic school who are ready to take on their next challenge.  Further details on the
school and parish websites. Closing date Monday March 30th 2020 (10-00am). Short listing Tuesday
March 31st 2020.  Interviews Wednesday April 29th  

ADMISSIONS TO ST PAUL’S NURSERY:   We offer high quality teacher led nursery provision on a daily
basis from 8-55am to 11-55am. We currently have some vacancies for places in the school nursery for
September 2020. If you have a child who will be 4 between 1st September 2020 and the 31st August
2021 and would like them to attend the school nursery, please contact the school office 368-2934 for
further information. Visits to the nursery are very welcome by appointment.

PRAYER IN FACE OF THE PANDEMIC: God our Father, creator of the world, almighty and merciful, out of
love for us, You sent your Son into the world as doctor of our souls and our bodies, Look upon your
children who, in this difficult time of confusion and dismay in many regions of Europe and the world,
turn to you seeking strength, salvation and relief. Deliver us from illness and fear, heal our sick, comfort
their families, give wisdom to our rulers, energy and reward to our doctors, nurses and volunteers,
eternal life to the dead. Do not abandon us in the moment of trial but deliver us from all evil. We ask this
of Thee, who with the Son and the Holy Spirit, live and reign for ever and ever. Mary our Mother of
health and hope, pray for us.

COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £230.23. St Paul’s £261.14.  TOTE:  V Hargreaves £50. The Tote will not be
drawn during the cessation of public worship.  Any pre-payment will be carried forward.


