
5th Sunday of Easter                 10th May 2020
THEME: Christ is our route to the Father
To have seen Christ is to have seen the Father, and he will lead us in the way of truth and life; for we
have been chosen as his people in order to serve the world with all the care and devotion of God himself.
Living Christ we shall be shown where the needs are, and be given the means to provide help.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. John 14:1-12. Placed at the point after the last supper and before the crucifixion,
these words of Jesus are particularly poignant and significant. The disciples were being asked to bend
their mind round the impossible truth that, God the creator was one with this man, with whom they
spent so much time. Certainly, they had seen him perform some startling acts of healing; certainly his
teaching had unprecedented authority which helped them to understand the scriptures in a more
meaningful way than ever before. But the final acknowledgement would have to be a leap of faith, as it
always must be for all of us. There is considerable evidence, and there are many signposts, but because
in human terms the incarnation and resurrection are impossibilities, the step of faith has to be taken.
There will always be some who cannot believe, even when faced with overwhelming evidence, and we
are all likely to have times of severe doubting. It is worth remembering that we can pray for the faith to
believe, strange as that may seem. We can admit that we are not certain, even of God’s existence, but
we long to be able to believe. It was St Theresa who prayed ‘I do not long to love you, but I long to long
to love you’

MARRIAGE WEEK 2020: this week, 11th-17th May, is nationally set aside to celebrate commitment to
the Sacrament of Marriage. The theme this year is “The Forever Conversation”, recognising the need for
continual open communication to enable a marriage to be long and lasting. Marriage Encounter is
working in partnership with Marriage Week UK to promote events and celebrate marriage. For further
information see https://marriage-week.org.uk/

POPE FRANCIS SIX POINT PLAN FOR THOSE PREPARING TO CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE: (1) Build love: love, said Francis, must be more than mere emotion or psycho-physical state.
To become something solid, it must be built in the same way a house is built. ‘And we build a house
together, not alone’ he said. (2) It’s not about forever: marriage is about more than duration, the Pope
made clear. ‘A marriage succeeds, not just because it lasts, its quality is also important’. (3) Remember
to be courteous, grateful, and apologetic: ‘Gratitude is an important sentiment. Do we know how to say
thank you? Saying sorry is important too.  In general, we are ready to accuse others and to justify
ourselves. It is an instinct that lies at the origins of many disasters. Let us learn to recognise our mistakes
and to apologise’. No couples should ever end a day angry with one another; being at peace with one
another is the secret that preserves love. (4) It’s not just about the wedding: ‘Some people’, said Pope
Francis, ‘are more concerned about the party, the photographs, the clothes, the cars and the flowers.
These are important, but only if they are able to indicate the true reason for your joy: the Lord’s blessing
upon your love.’ (5) There’s no such thing as perfect: ‘The perfect family does not exist’, the Pope said,
‘And nor does the perfect husband or the perfect wife. In a long marriage, both partners have to put up
with each other; in other words, it’s about give as well as take for both parties’. (6) Marriage is about
helping one another to grow. ‘The husband has a duty to make his wife more of a woman and wife has
the task of making her husband more of a man… this is called growing together. Always act so that the
other person will grow…’
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LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE FAITHFUL FOR THE MONTH OF MAY: Dear Brothers
and Sisters. The month is a time when the people of God express with particular intensity their love and
devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in the month to pray the Rosary at home within the
family. The restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this “family”
aspect, also from a spiritual point of view. For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover
the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the month of May. This can be done as a group or
individually; you can decide according to your own situations, making the most of both opportunities.
The key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to find good models of
prayers to follow. I am also providing two prayers to our Lady that you can recite at the end of the
Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with you. Dear Brothers and
Sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us even more
united as a spiritual family and will help us to overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in my prayers,
especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please to pray for me. I thank you, and great
affection I send you my blessing. Rome, on the feast of St Mark the Evangelist April 25th 2020.

FIRST PRAYER FROM POPE FRANCIS: This prayer is to be said after the Rosary:

O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross,
were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith.

“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebration may return after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father
and to do what Jesus tells us. For he took upon himself our suffering,
and burdened himself with our sorrows to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.
Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar. I love you above all things, I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive you Sacramentally, I come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already
there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen

CAFOD EMERGENCY APPEAL: CAFOD Launched emergency appeal on 30April. The effects of coronavirus
on developing countries where CAFOD works are likely to be devastating.  Families without enough food
to eat and without access to clean water and health care are particularly vulnerable to coronavirus. Your
prayers and gifts are needed now more than ever to help to protect the lives of those in poor
communities. Individuals who wish to donate to this appeal can do so at https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-
Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal

RECENT DEATHS: Veronica Redford and Matthew Cousins (son of Margaret Downing, nephew of Honour
Murray Nee Downing) who tragically lost his life, along with five others while on Helicopter duty with
the Canadian Military during exercises off the Greek coast. We offer our sincere sympathy to their
families and friends.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Fifth Sunday of Easter

Priest: Let us ask God to bless us and fill us with hope as we engage with the world around us.

We pray for the church: may she always be a gateway to truth, peace and justice for those who are lost,
broken and betrayed.
Lord hear us

We pray for religious leaders: that they may convey trust and hope in the Lord who is “the Way, Truth
and the Life
Lord hear us

We pray for the lay people of the church: may they reach out to those who have lost contact with our
community inspiring them to renew their faith through prayer and the Sacramental life of the church.
Lord hear us

We pray for Christian communities around the world who face persecution: may they know that the Lord
is with them at all times.
Lord hear us

We pray for those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus may they, and their families,
know the grace and healing of God our loving Father
Lord hear us

We pray for our medical staff and emergency services; may they be granted health and strength in their
generous service of their brothers and sisters.
Lord hear us

We pray for those who have died recently and all those who have died from the coronavirus: may they
find light, happiness and peace forever.
Lord hear us

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of Shrewsbury to intercede
for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.  Blessed art thou amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death.  Amen.

Priest: God our Father, help us to grow in openness and generosity, inspired and helped by your Holy
Spirit working within us. Through Christ our Lord Amen

THE SECOND PRAYER FROM POPE FRANCIS:

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God;
Do not despise our petitions in our necessities,
but deliver us always from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you,
Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection.



Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic.  Comfort those who
are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves
them deeply.  Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order
to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them.  Fill with hope those who are troubled by
the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for the economy and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may
end and that hope and peace may dawn anew.  Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that
the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and
trust.

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this
emergency, and are risking their lives to save others.  Support their heroic effort and grant them
strength, generosity and continued health.

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and
fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone.

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find
effective solutions to overcome this virus.

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of those
lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by
farsightedness and solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling
arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from
occurring in the future.

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond
that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations
of poverty and need.  Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch
out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its
normal course.

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O
Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.  Amen.


