
5th Sunday of Lent year A
Theme: Christ, is the Resurrection:                                                                  29th March 2020 

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: All public liturgical services suspended until further notice at the request of the Catholic

Bishops of England and Wales
ST PAUL’S: All public liturgical services suspended until further notice at the request of the Catholic

Bishops of England and Wales.
CONFESSION: Is available on request (see below), please contact Father Oliver.
St MARY’S: Following the announcement on Monday night by the Prime Minister the church will not

be open for private prayer until restrictions are officially lifted.

CESSATION OF PUBLIC WORSHIP: This is a temporary measure and the guidelines provided by the
Catholic Bishops of England and Wales is that the celebration of Holy Mass and the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and Marriage have now stopped until further notice. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation may be offered as long as hygiene and social distancing requirements are observed. First
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion should be postponed if they are due to be celebrated during
the cessation of public worship. Funeral services will take place at the graveside or at the crematorium.
Attendance at Dukinfield crematorium is limited to ten people.  Once we hear that the threat to public
health has ceased, public worship at the church will be resumed.

A MESSAGE FROM FR OLIVER: Fr Oliver will continue celebrating mass privately (without a
congregation) every day during the cessation of public worship, for the temporal and spiritual welfare of
the community asking our loving Father and Mary his Mother for their protection during the weeks and
months ahead. He has lit candles before the statute of Our Lady and the Sacred Heart for the intentions
of the community. The prayers of the church are prayed each day, including the rosary, for all your
intentions.  Shrewsbury cathedral has a full programme of prayer livestreamed each day. See below.

STREAMING OF MASS: Use the following link to access live mass streams in Stockport.
www.churchservices.tv/stockport.
Our Lady Stockport: Mass will be celebrated at 9.30am from Monday to Saturday and 11am on Sunday
St Peter Hazel Grove: Daily Mass will be celebrated at 12noon weekdays and 10am on Sundays
Shrewsbury Cathedral: Services will also be streamed from the Cathedral, visit the website for details.
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: John 11:1-45. Jesus deliberately chose to wait until his close friend had died
before coming to heal him. The pathos and overwhelming sadness and loss of a loved one comes
through this account very powerfully. Jesus feels it to the quick, even though he knows that Lazarus will
rise again. It is right and important that we feel able to mourn; squashing our human grief firmly out of
sight to be brave can damage us emotionally and create long term problems of adjustment. Yet at the
same time, beneath the pain of grief, is the quiet reassurance that Jesus is here, and Jesus cancels death.
When he raised Lazarus to life, all those who witnessed the event could see God’s care and love did not
finish with the pulse; and was stronger than physical death. Even then, not everyone believed. We are
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each of us shown evidence of God’s love in action: whether we believe it or not is a personal decision
which no one can make for us

REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND TO OUR BLESSED LADY: On Sunday 29th March at 12noon, The
Rededication of England to Our Blessed Lady will take place throughout the country, in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic.  King Richard II first gave England as a gift to Our Lady, in Westminster Abbey in
1381. We are now invited to give ourselves, as the people of this country, to Mary.  We respond to this
invitation on the day of Rededication in two ways; by making a personal promise and a communal
entrustment.  Our personal promise brings us closer to Mary, the first disciple of Christ. In this we unite
in her joy by following her openness to God’s call. Our communal entrustment unites us together as the
people of our country in prayer, by renewing the vows of dedication made to Mary by our ancestors.
You can join in with the Act of Rededication and find out more about it through the following link:
https://www.behold2020.com/  Please join in as families or individuals during this challenging time.

CHRISM MASS: By Livestream on Holy Thursday: The annual mass of the Sacred Chrism with the blessing
of the Holy Oils and the renewal of the Priestly promises will be livestreamed from Shrewsbury
Cathedral this year.  The mass will be celebrated by the bishop at 10-00am on Holy Thursday morning.
The livestream connection is available via the diocesan website and a PDF service book will also be
available. Bishop Mark invites us to be united in prayer on that morning

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.
Visiting of the sick is currently suspended.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

BIDDING PRAYERS: The bidding prayers for this week are posted on the parish website. They will be used
by the bishop when he is celebrating mass in the cathedral on Sunday morning and by Fr Oliver.

CONFIRMATION MEETING:   Postponed.  A new date will be announced in due course. 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC COLLEGE: Interviews for the Headship have been postponed due to the
restrictions which have been put in place.

THE PARISH MEAL: Is postponed. We hope to arrange a new date in the autumn.

PRAYER IN FACE OF THE PANDEMIC: God our Father, creator of the world, almighty and merciful, out of
love for us, You sent your Son into the world as doctor of our souls and our bodies, Look upon your
children who, in this difficult time of confusion and dismay in many regions of Europe and the world,
turn to you seeking strength, salvation and relief, Deliver us from illness and fear, heal our sick, comfort
their families, give wisdom to our rulers, energy and reward to our doctors, nurses and volunteers,
eternal life to the dead. Do not abandon us in the moment of trial but deliver us from all evil. We ask this
of Thee, who with the Son and the Holy Spirit, live and reign for ever and ever. Mary our Mother of
health and hope, pray for us.

FR OLIVER:  Thanks the many parishioners who have phoned in to enquire about his welfare.

TOTE: The Tote will not be drawn during the cessation of public worship.

OFFERTORY: If you are able, please continue to place your weekly offering in your envelopes to bring to
church when things return to normal.  You can also transfer your offering electronically each week or
take this opportunity to set up a standing order.  The sort code and account numbers for each parish are
as follows: St Marys Dukinfield 30-15-52 54596168;  St Pauls Hyde 30-15-52 54609568
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