
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                               7th February  2021
THEME: Jesus fills our life with meaning

God created us for himself, so we only find lasting peace and fulfilment in him . It is both our duty  and
our joy, as followers of Christ who have seen his transforming power in action, to bring others to share
his life . Once people see the real God working in our lives they will come searching for him with their
own needs and questions.

MASS TIMES:  St Mary’s and St Paul’s: Vigil mass Saturday 6-00pm Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon No
mass.  Tue, Wednesday , Friday 9-00am. Thursday 10-30am.  Saturday  No mass.

 MASS TIMES WEEKEND FEBRUARY 13/14. St Pauls vigil mass 6-00pm Sunday St Marys 9-30am and 11-00am

RECENT DEATHS: Eva Rosetta Barlow, Ann Shirley Green We offer our sincere sympathy to their
families, relatives and friends.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  Mark 1:29-39  God is the ultimate creative , positive being , and it is his nature to
bring healing and wholeness in every scrap of his creation. Whenever Jesus was put in touch with illness,
injury, or torment, he brought divine healing  which sprang from his compassion
So many who reject the negative narrow Christ they have been shown by  negative and narrow
Christians, would never reject the true Christ who loves with such personal affection, looks us straight in
the eye, accepts,  forgives and heals.

 A NOTE ON ASH WEDNESDAY:  From the Congregation of Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments.

Distribution of Ashes in Time of Pandemic. The priest says a prayer for the blessing of ashes, he
addresses all those present and only once says the formula as it appears in the Roman Missal, applying
it to all in general:  “Repent and believe in the Gospel” or “Remember that you are dust , and to dust you
shall return” No water or oil must be used. From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the discipline of the
Sacraments. Robert Cardinal Sarah and  Archbishop Arthur Roach  Secretary.

The Bishops of England and Wales have received the following Advice from public health, that the ashes
be distributed at the end of mass as the congregation leaves the church. Face coverings must remain in
place at all times and only removed when receiving holy communion.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR MASS ON ASH WEDNESDAY:  From John Storey Parish  health and safety officer.
Masses will be  at 9-30am and 7-30pm and we must follow the restrictions placed on us by the approved
risk assessment. Both masses will be at St Mary’s.
There will be a change in the arrangements during mass as we manage the safety of all at Communion
and again at the distribution of ashes. Distribution of dry ashes will be at the end of mass after the final
blessing following which everyone will leave church. This means that Holy Communion will be at the
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normal point in the mass, before the prayer after communion and the final blessing and stewards will be
on hand to guide you back to the seats. In order to manage this safely under the current social
distancing arrangements numbers at mass will be limited to a maximum of 20 and we ask if you are
intending to come to mass please provide advance notification, in the usual way by email to
john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel 0161-330-2424. Places will be allocated on first come first
served.

THE FIRST SACRAMENTS: Bishop Mark has advised that preparation for the first Sacraments of
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion may begin when the schools fully open in March. We hope
that we will be in a better position to know how to plan and prepare the young people for the
Sacraments around that time.

THE NEW LECTIONARY: Work has been going for some time on the translation of weekday and Sunday
readings. The new lectionary will use the translation of the scriptures provided in the Catholic Edition of
the English Standard Version adopted by the Bishops of England and Wales and Bishops of Scotland. As
you can imagine, much work is involved in the preparation of the volumes which include the feast days
of All the Saints. It is hoped that the new translation will be available to parishes for the beginning of
Advent 2022.

ARRANGEMENTS for MASS
If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification, preferably by email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.

SHREWSBURY LOURDES PILGRIMAGE: Shrewsbury Lourdes Hospitality Mass of our Lady of Lourdes will
be live streamed on church services tv, https://www.churchservices.tv/svdpknutsford from St Vincent
de Paul, Knutsford at 9-30am on the 11th February 2021. A recording will be made available to watch on
church services TV website. We will then be hosting a zoom social gathering that evening at 8pm, if you
would like details to join in please email secretary@teamshrewsbury.co.uk or call 07451249267

RIGHT TO LIFE: Daniel Turner has asked us to inform you of a new parliamentary  motion (EDM 1340)
which is calling on the government to introduce new guidance on fetal pain  . The evidence that babies
can feel pain in the womb, and during many abortions , highlights the humanity of the unborn child and
provides another important reason to introduce legislation to protect the unborn child from abortion.
Right to life have set up an easy- to -use tool which makes it simple to contact your MP, AND ASK THEM
to sign this motion calling  on the Government to introduce new guidance on fetal pain.
www.righttolife.org.uk/fetalPainMotion  Right to life UK +44(0)1732460911.

B & P RATCLIFFE LTD PAINTING AND DECORATING CONTRACTORS: The progress of the work at St
Mary’s  is on their Facebook page. (20+) B & P Ratcliffe Ltd Painting & Decorating Contractors | Facebook
The scaffolding was removed this week. Paul continues with his work on the lower levels and the
meeting room,  this will be followed by cleaning of the church in preparation for mass on Sunday 14th
February.  He will personally oversee the repositioning of the stations and statues etc.  Paul has left no
stone unturned to ensure that parishioners will be pleased with his work when they  come to mass next
Sunday.  On Friday, John Storey and Paul Mooney will prepare the church for the return of the
congregation and check that everything complies with health and safety. Fr Oliver thanks Paul Ratcliffe
(painter) for the painstaking way he has addressed all the issues he encountered  in carrying out his
work. He has cleaned all the lights etc  on his way around the church,  carried out a number of repairs to
ensure that the church looks it’s best. The next church on his agenda is Christ the King  Bromborough
Wirral.

FEBRUARY IS THE MONTH OF THE HOLY FAMILY: Saint Joseph, pray for the head of our family. Obtain
for him the strength , the wisdom and prudence he needs to support  and direct those under his care.
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BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Fifth Sunday in ordinary time

Priest: Gathered here in God’ presence, with faith we ask our loving Father for all that we need for
ourselves, for the church and for the world.

We pray for Pope Francis for the bishops and priests and all those who help us to hear God’s word
today.
Lord, hear us

We pray for peace in the world: that the rights and needs of every person may be respected.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those in authority: that they may work for the greater good of all those in their care.
Lord, hear us

We pray for young people, that they may live in hope; the elderly, that they may be content.

We pray for those who are sick, the lonely and the poor: that our compassion may bring them comfort.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray Hail Mary.

Priest: Heavenly Father, you know the needs of the world. Open our minds and our hearts to share your
compassion for all those who are in need, through Christ our Lord Amen.



The Readings for Sunday 7th February 2021

Entrance Antiphon O come, let us worship God
and bow low before the God who made us, for he
is the Lord our God.

A Reading from the Book of Job 7:1-5,6-7
Job began to speak:
Is not man’s life on earth nothing more than
pressed service,
  his time no better than hired drudgery?
Like the slave, sighing for the shade,
  or the workman with no thought but his wages,
months of delusion I have assigned to me,
  nothing for my own but nights of grief.
Lying in bed I wonder, ‘When will it be day?’
  Risen I think, ‘How slowly evening comes!’
  Restlessly I fret till twilight falls.
Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle my days have
passed,
  and vanished, leaving no hope behind.
Remember that my life is but a breath,
  and that my eyes will never again see joy.

Psalm 146
Praise the Lord who heals the broken hearted
Praise the Lord for he is good;
  sing to our God for he is loving:
  to him our praise is due. Response
The Lord builds up Jerusalem
  and brings back Israel’s exiles,
he heals the broken-hearted,
  he binds up all their wounds.
He fixes the number of the stars;
  he calls each one by its name. Response
Our Lord is great and almighty;
  his wisdom can never be measured.
The Lord raises the lowly;
  he humbles the wicked to the dust. Response

A reading from the first Letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23
I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a
duty which has been laid on me; I should be
punished if I did not preach it! If I had chosen this
work myself, I might have been paid for it, but as I
have not, it is a responsibility which has been put
into my hands. Do you know what my reward is?
It is this: in my preaching, to be able to offer the
Good News free, and not insist on the rights which
the gospel gives me.
  So though I am not a slave of any man I have
made myself the slave of everyone so as to win as

many as I could. For the weak I made myself
weak: I made myself all things to all men in order
to save some at any cost; and I still do this, for the
sake of the gospel, to have a share in its blessings.

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the light of the world, says
the Lord, anyone who follows me will have the
light of life. Alleluia!
A Reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark 1:29-39
On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James
and John straight to the house of Simon and
Andrew. Now Simon’s mother-in-law had gone to
bed with fever, and they told him about her
straightaway. He went to her, took her by the
hand and helped her up. And the fever left her
and she began to wait on them.
  That evening, after sunset, they brought to him
all who were sick and those who were possessed
by devils. The whole town came crowding round
the door, and he cured many who were suffering
from diseases of one kind or another; he also cast
out many devils, but he would not allow them to
speak, because they knew who he was.
  In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and
left the house, and went off to a lonely place and
prayed there. Simon and his companions set out
in search of him, and when they found him they
said, ‘Everybody is looking for you.’ He answered,
‘Let us go elsewhere, to the neighbouring country
towns, so that I can preach there too, because
that is why I came.’ And he went all through
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting
out devils.

Communion Antiphon  Let them thank the Lord
for his mercy, his wonders for the children of men,
for he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry he
fills with good things.



Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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