
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                  14th February  2021
THEME: Of course I want to!’ said Jesus. ‘Be cured!’
The leper came to Jesus hoping he would rid him of the disease which  cut him off from society .
Willingly and lovingly, Jesus restored the man to full health. We , too, approach him, knowing his power
to heal and liberate us , and his response is warm and rich. Our lives are transformed by his grace and
reflect his love to the world.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil mass Saturday 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am
At Mary’s: Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon  Tue,  Friday 9-00am. Saturday  10-00am
Ash Wednesday  9-00am and 7-30pm  St Marys.

RECENT DEATHS: Cicely Jennings.  We offer our sincere sympathy to her  family,  relatives and friends.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  Mark 1:40-45.  We can sense the ingrained feeling of rejection in the way the
leper approaches Jesus. He is quite sure that this man has power to heal him, what he is not so
confident about is whether he would want to! His low self-image  is the result of being constantly
unwanted  and devalued. There is wonderful hope for anyone who shares the leper’s sense of
unworthiness and inadequacy. For  Jesus reacts with a spontaneous rush of affection and acceptance:
‘of course I want to!’ he says and promptly cures him.

 A NOTE ON ASH WEDNESDAY:  From the Congregation of Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments.

Distribution of Ashes in  Time of Pandemic. The priest says a prayer for the blessing of ashes, he
addresses  all those present and only once says the formula as it appears in the Roman Missal, applying
it to all in general:  “Repent and believe in the Gospel” or “Remember that you are dust , and to dust you
shall return” No water or oil must be used. From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the discipline of the
Sacraments. Robert Cardinal Sarah and  Archbishop Arthur Roach  Secretary.

The Bishops of England and Wales have received the following advice from public health, that the ashes
be distributed at the end of mass as the congregation leaves the church. Face coverings must remain in
place at all times and only removed when receiving holy communion.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR MASS ON ASH WEDNESDAY:  From John Storey Parish  health and safety officer.
Masses will be  at 9-30am and 7-30pm and we must follow the restrictions placed on us by the approved
risk assessment. Both masses will be at St Mary’s.
There will be a change in the arrangements during mass as we manage the safety of all at Communion
and again at the distribution of ashes. Distribution of dry ashes will be at the end of mass after the final
blessing following which everyone will leave church. This means that Holy Communion will be at the
normal point in the mass, before the prayer after communion and the final blessing and stewards will be
on hand to guide you back to the seats. In order to manage this safely under the current social
distancing arrangements numbers at mass will be limited to a maximum of 20 and we ask if you are
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intending to come to mass please provide advance notification, in the usual way by email to
john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel 0161-330-2424. Places will be allocated on first come first
served.

THE NEW LECTIONARY: Work has been going for some time on the translation of weekday  and Sunday
readings. The new lectionary will use the translation of the scriptures provided in the Catholic Edition of
the English Standard Version adopted by the Bishops of England and Wales and Bishops of Scotland. As
you can imagine, much work is involved in the preparation of the volumes   which include the feast days
of All the Saints. It is hoped that the new translation will be available to parishes for the beginning of
Advent 2022.

ARRANGEMENTS for MASS
If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification, preferably by email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.

FEBRUARY IS THE MONTH OF THE HOLY FAMILY: Saint Joseph, pray for the head of our family. Obtain
for him the strength , the wisdom and prudence he needs to support  and direct those under his care.
Mother Mary, pray for the mother of our family. Help her to be pure and kind, gentle and self-
sacrificing. For the more she resembles you, the better will our family be.
Lord Jesus,  bless the children of our family. Help them to be devoted to their parents. Make them more
and more like you. Let them grow, as you did , in wisdom, and strength and grace before God and man.
Holy Family of Nazareth, by your intercession, love, and holy example, make our family and home more
and more like yours, until we are all one family, happy and at peace in our true home with you. Amen

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE: Faith leaders have received the following letter from Lord
Bethal, Nadhim Zahawi MP, Lord Greenhaigh, Minister of  state for Building Safety, Fire and
Communities. We wish to thank faith communities for all you have done throughout the pandemic. Our
faith communities are essential to the lives of millions across the country. Your continued resilience,
innovation, compassion and support to people of all faiths and none is recognised across our different
ministerial responsibilities, and something we are all grateful for.
We know that you are continuing to look for ways to support the country in the weeks and months
ahead. Anything that you and your communities can do is greatly appreciated. Many people from a wide
range of faith communities have already volunteered as NHS Responders, are assisting with the vaccine
roll out and undertaking countless tasks locally to ensure people are cared for
We want to make the process of engaging and supporting the ongoing COVID response effort as simple
as possible.
Finally we want to thank you for your continued support to keep communities safe by adapting your
faith practices and implementing COVID Secure measures in your places of Worship. It should not be
understated how critical it is for us all to continue to comply with the COVID guidance , including the
guidance for places of worship, to ensure the communities remain safe and we continue to reduce
transmission of the virus while we roll out the vaccination programme across the country.  With many
thanks for your continued support.

THANK YOU: The family of the late Joan Kelly wish to thank all those who helped  with the seating
arrangements in  St Paul’s church for the requiem mass, ensuring the safety of those who attended.

B&P RATCLIFFE LTD PAINTING AND DECORTATORS  CONTRACTORS: Final pictures of St Mary’s are on
their facebook page (20+) B & P Ratcliffe Ltd Painting & Decorating Contractors | Facebook

POPE FRANCIS: I never tire of repeating the words of Pope Benedict XVI which take us into the very
heart of the Gospel: “Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but an
encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction”  The joy of the
Gospel.
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BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest: In a spirit of mercy and compassion we bring before
God the needs of our world.

We pray for Pope Francis that he may continue to lead us in building a church of openness and
compassion
Lord, hear us

We pray for world leaders: that their policies may be for the common good, remembering especially the
needs of the poor  and the most vulnerable.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all parents: that they may raise their children in the a spirit of wisdom, freedom and love.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who are sick: that God may be their strength and their healing .

We pray for all prisoner’s: That God may help them to forgive and to seek forgiveness, knowing that
there is room for them in the house of the loving Father.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray Hail Mary.

Priest: Heavenly Father, Jesus showed compassion to us through his healing touch. We ask you to accept
our prayers, spoken and unspoken, in his name.



The Readings for Sunday 14th February 2021

Entrance Antiphon Be my protector, O God, a
mighty stronghold to save me.  For you are my
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the
sake of your name.

A Reading from the Book of Leviticus 13:1-2,44-
46
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or
scab or shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, a case
of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man
must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of
the priests who are his sons.
  ‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest
must declare him unclean; he is suffering from
leprosy of the head. A man infected with leprosy
must wear his clothing torn and his hair
disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry,
“Unclean, unclean.” As long as the disease lasts he
must be unclean; and therefore he must live
apart: he must live outside the camp.’

Psalm 146
You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill me with joy of
salvation.
Happy the man whose offence is forgiven,
  whose sin is remitted.
O happy the man to whom the Lord
  imputes no guilt,
  in whose spirit is no guile. Response

But now I have acknowledged my sins;
  my guilt I did not hide.
I said: ‘I will confess
  my offence to the Lord.’
And you, Lord, have forgiven
  the guilt of my sin. Response

Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord,
  exult, you just!
O come, ring out your joy,
  all you upright of heart. Response

A reading from the first Letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians 10:31-11:1
Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever
you do at all, do it for the glory of God. Never do
anything offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks
or to the Church of God; just as I try to be helpful
to everyone at all times, not anxious for my own
advantage but for the advantage of everybody
else, so that they may be saved. Take me for your
model, as I take Christ.

Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ enlighten the eyes of our mind, so that we
can see what hope his call holds for us. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark 1:40:45
A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If
you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling
sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be
cured!’ And the leprosy left him at once and he
was cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and
sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to
anyone, but go and show yourself to the priest,
and make the offering for your healing prescribed
by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ The man
went away, but then started talking about it freely
and telling the story everywhere, so that Jesus
could no longer go openly into any town, but had
to stay outside in places where nobody lived. Even
so, people from all around would come to him.

Communion Antiphon  They ate and had their fill,
and what they craved the Lord gave them; they
were not disappointed in what they craved.



Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Credo:

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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