
6th Sunday of Easter                 17th May 2020

THEME: Anyone who loves Jesus will be loved by the Father

Although Jesus, was going back to heaven, his spirit would be released and poured out on all who
believed. Beginning with his disciples in Jerusalem, it would spread to those of other races and other
lands, filling those who received it with effervescent hope.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. John 14:15-21.  Walking with Christ includes keeping his commandments. We are
so used to love being described as an emotion that the idea of loving by command is alien to many. In
fact, its very paradox points us towards the kind of loving Jesus meant: love that involves the will. We
can choose whether to follow him or not, but having chosen, we cannot love God and our neighbour
when we feel like it, only if the neighbour is attractive and only if he treats us well in return.
We cannot separate God from love or love from God; and if we are living in Christ, it should show. When
people meet us and work with us, they should be able to see there the same love that God has for this
world - a welcoming, accepting, loyal and compassionate care which reaches outwards, encourages and
brings with it a sense of security, warmth and joy. If only we would let him, God could make us real,
working instruments of a love like that.

THE RE-EMERGENCE OF SOCIETY FROM THE STATE OF NATIONAL LOCKDOWN: This is a statement
issued by the Bishops of England and Wales. The timing and the manner of the opening of churches
touches profound sensitivities and spiritual needs. The Government’s statements fail to recognise this.
The  Governments position established today,  includes  these steps aimed at opening churches as soon
as possible: the establishment of a task force for places of worship, to work closely with ‘stakeholders’
ensuring that premises are covid-19 secure; and heeding the experience of other countries in which
churches are already open for worship.  In dialogue with the Government, the Catholic Church will
continue its engagement in this process and has already submitted a detailed plan, in full accordance
with public health guidelines, for churches to be open for private prayer. The Church is ready to play its
full part in the task force, understanding that this includes the possible earlier use of churches for
private prayer, as a first step towards their use for public worship.
Bishop Mark comments: that the statement by the bishops maintains our clear commitment to work
with the public authorities in ensuring the steadfast way of reopening the churches. It is regrettable that
the spiritual need in governmental thinking appears to have been relegated to a dimension of the leisure
industry. We appreciate that churches as public buildings and places of public gathering will require
rigorous safety measures during the various stages of their re-opening first for private prayer and then
for the celebration of Mass and the Sacraments.
However, it would represent a false understanding of the human person to develop a public policy
driven by the need to re-start the economy and some limited leisure and commercial facilities such as
garden centres while requiring all churches to remain closed. I hope by the Bishops conference working
closely with governmental taskforce we will be able to reach greater understanding with the public
authorities and also demonstrate our commitment to ensure our churches will follow all public health
requirements that remain in force for some time to come.
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POPE FRANCIS PRAISES NURSES ON INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY:  Pope Francis praised the work of
nurses around the world on Tuesday, saying that coronavirus crisis had shown how vital their service is,
as he appealed to governments to invest more in health care. “Every day we witness the testimony of
courage and sacrifice of health care workers, and nurses in particular, who with professionalism, self-
sacrifice, and a sense of responsibility and love for neighbour, assist people affected by the virus, even
to the point of putting their own health at risk” Francis said in in a special message for International
Nurses day. He said the pandemic had helped the world rediscover the fundamental role of nurses in
healthcare, adding that they deserve to be more fully valued and their working conditions improved.
The pandemic had also brought to light health care deficiencies in some countries. For this reason, I
would ask leaders of nations throughout the world to invest in health care as a primary common good,
by strengthening its systems and employing greater numbers of nurses, so as to ensure adequate care to
everyone, with respect for the dignity of each person.

MASS FOR THE SICK AND THEIR FAMILES NHS FRONT-LINE WORKERS AND THOSE WORKING IN SOCIAL
CARE: Bishop Mark in line with other Bishops in recent weeks will be celebrating mass in Shrewsbury
Cathedral  for the above intention on Thursday May 21st 7-00pm the Feast of the Ascension. It will be
live streamed.

THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION Thursday May 21st: Holy day of obligation under normal
circumstances.  The eleven apostles are truly and surely the most blessed and privileged men to have
ever lived. Why? Because they saw with their own eyes the cross of Jesus and his resurrection and
ascension into heaven. On this holy feast day, we are invited by God’s grace to reflect on this lifting up of
Jesus.  St Mark captures the moment of Jesus’ ascension in one brief sentence, which can be best
described as the last verse in the Gospel ‘So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken
up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God’ Mark 16:9.  The events of the crucifixion,
resurrection and the sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost highlight Jesus’ Lordship and show why the
only true, right and proper response to Jesus of Nazareth is to bow down and worship him because he is
Lord and God.
We know that Jesus was to ascend into heaven because he told us so. To Mary Magdalen he said ‘I have
not ascended to the Father; but go and find my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father
and to your Father, to my God and your God’ John 20:17. This feast-day points to our own destiny and
future: it provides a glimpse, window or opening into life beyond the grave.

RECENT DEATHS: Margaret Brooks and Winifred Hill.  We offer our sincere sympathy to all their families,
relatives and friends

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar. I love you above all things, I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive you Sacramentally, I come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already
there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen

CAFOD EMERGENCY APPEAL: CAFOD Launched an emergency appeal on 30th April. The effects of
coronavirus on developing countries where CAFOD works are likely to be devastating.  Families without
enough food to eat and without access to clean water and health care are particularly vulnerable to
coronavirus. Your prayers and gifts are needed now more than ever to help to protect the lives of those
in poor communities. Individuals who wish to donate to this appeal you can do so at
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Sixth Sunday of Easter

Priest:
Let us ask God to bless us and fill us with hope as we engage with the world around us.

We pray for those who are ordained to minister the sacraments: may they deepen their understanding
of all that Christ has promised and renew their commitment of service
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who feel lost and confused: may we help them to hear the promise of Christ that he
does not leave us orphans.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died during the past week, remembering all those who died due to the
coronavirus: reminding ourselves that through the Eucharist we are united with the whole family of the
church, both living and dead.
Lord, hear us

We pray for Christian communities around the world who face persecution: may they know that the
Lord is with them at all times.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are struggling with terminal illness and all who are affected by the coronavirus
may they, and their families, know the grace and healing of God our loving Father
Lord, hear us

We pray for our medical staff and emergency services; may they be granted health and strength in their
generous service of their brothers and sisters.
Lord, hear us

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of Shrewsbury to intercede
for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed art thou amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Moher of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death.  Amen.

Priest:
God our Father, deepen our faith in your unfailing love for us; grant the prayers we make to you,
through your son, Jesus Chris our Lord, Amen.


