
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time year A
Theme: God gives us his law to guide us in his wisdom                          16th February 2020 

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: Sun 10-30am 6-30pm. Mon, Tuesday, Weds 9-00am. Fri 9-00am in church Sat 10-00am
ST PAUL’S: Sat Vigil Mass 6-00pm, Sun 9-00am. Weds 7-30pm, Thursday No mass

CONFESSIONS: (Any time on request)
ST MARY’S: Sat after 10-00am Mass, Sun before 10-30am and 6-30pm Masses
ST PAUL’S: Sat before 6-00pm Mass, Sun 9-00am Mass.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Matthew 15:15-20. Jesus was not punctilious about observing the exact letter of
the law. On a number of occasions he healed on the Sabbath instead of resting from all work, and this
raised doubts and righteous anger in others.
So Jesus takes pains to explain the purpose of God’s law. He shows the people not only its limitations
but also its demands. Instead of conserving narrow, pedantic behaviour, the law is now thrown open so
that in one sense we are freed from exclusive and rigid rules and in others we are given the grown-up
responsibility of observing God’s loving will in all its awesome ideals.
Our whole selves are to be brought under his law in this way – what we think as well as what is seen by
others.
Since rules define limits, the temptation is to go no further than they explicitly demand. That gives us a
sense of having ‘done our duty and arrived’. When Jesus speaks of the law as complete loving, the limits
are swept away. And we can see that there is no point at which we will have completed our duty, for the
duty of love in God’s terms has no boundary.

LENTEN MORNING OF RECOLLECTION:  Saturday February 29th 10-00am to 12-00noon, at St Peter’s
parish centre, Stalybridge. Theme: Year of the Word. The God who speaks. Fr Tony McGrath will lead us
in the spiritual reflection. This event is for everyone and confirmation catechists, ministers of Word and
Communion should make a special effort to attend.

S.V.P. MEMBERSHIP:  Last year the S.V.P made around 800 visits to parishioners in Dukinfield and Hyde
with a number of other activities including the children’s camp. The children were from all the schools in
our local Pastoral area. However following the unexpected death of Rita Karpinskyj one of the members
last year, we now have only 3 members. This is not sustainable in the long term and without new
members our SVP is likely to fold in the next couple of years. We are now actively seeking new members
from Dukinfield and Hyde, who are genuinely interested in joining and who will in time take on
responsibility for the conference. The SVP meet Wednesday evenings after mass in St Paul’s church. If
you would like further information about the work of the SVP please contact Peter Chorlton on
07789214592.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers and if
you know of anyone who is in need of a visit or Holy Communion at home or in hospital, please let Fr.
Oliver know.
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CORNERSTONE MANCHESTER: Sister Marie on behalf of Sister Lucy has send a letter of thanks for the
generous gifts, of food and clothing “a great source of help and support all round, this will make many
people happy and appreciative, and in the process you will have boosted their morale no end and this
will make them feel good about themselves. God bless and reward each one of you for such generosity
of spirit”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL: Head teacher required for September 2020. The Governing
Body is excited about the opportunity to appoint a truly inspirational head teacher to maintain the focus
on continued school improvement and build on the many successes of our popular school. Our school
has a strong catholic ethos filled with the Gospel values of love, peace, justice and truth. We welcome
applications from practising Catholics with a proven track record of leadership in a catholic school who
are ready to take on a new challenge. Further details on the school and parish website. Closing date for
applications is Tuesday February 25th by 10-00am and short listing will take place on the same day.

ALL SAINT’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE: Head teacher required for September 2020. The Governors of All Saints
Catholic College are seeking a head teacher to lead our wonderful school on the next stage of its journey.
This is a rare opportunity to take up a headship in a school that prides itself on ethical leadership,
support and joy. In July 2018 OFSTED described our school as “a vibrant and happy learning community
where everyone must - ‘Be inspired. Be excellent. Succeed’”. The role is suitable for someone who is
new to headship, or for an experienced head teacher, who would like to continue the work undertaken
towards being the outstanding school that the local community deserves. Closing date for applications,
Monday 16th March 2020 at 10-00am.  Further details on the school and parish website.

RE-DEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS THE DOWRY OF MARY: Sunday March 29th 2020.  At the Bishop’s
conference in Nov 2017, the proposal from the Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham, that
the Dowry Tour be undertaken to all the catholic cathedrals, was agreed. Since 2018, the statue of Mary
from the Slipper Chapel in Walsingham has travelled to each Catholic Cathedral in England as part of the
preparation for the re-dedication of England.  The purpose of the tour was:

(1) To promote the understanding of the message of Our Lady at Walsingham and to encourage
pilgrimage to the English National Shrine.

(2) To have triduum of prayer for each Diocese in its Cathedral.

(3) To promote understanding of the ancient Marian title of England, Mary’s Dowry, leading to the re-
dedication on the Sunday after the Annunciation on the 29th March 2020.The final visit is to
Westminster Cathedral on the 19th-22nd March.  The visits have been very well received, joyfully
demonstrating the faith and devotion of so many people across the country. The Slipper Chapel
statue will then return to Walsingham.

VOTIVE CANDLES: The new votive candles are being supplied with metal cases rather than plastic to
contribute to the reduction in plastic use that we are all working towards.

COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £393 84. St Paul’s £380.67.

SECOND COLLECTION: Next Sunday building fund St Mary’s

TOTE: Janet Summer £100


