
7th Sunday of Easter                 24th May 2020

THEME: Anyone who loves Jesus will be loved by the Father
Although Jesus was going back to heaven, his spirit would be released and poured out on all who
believed. Beginning with his disciples in Jerusalem, it would spread to those of other races and other
lands, filling those who received it with effervescent hope.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. John 20:19-23. Whenever people come together to focus their hope on their Lord
and submerge their own selfishness in their longing to be part of him, Jesus stands among them and his
presence is powerfully experienced in a wave of joy. Although at such times Christians are aware of their
unworthiness, Christ presence does not give rise to an inward groan of despair as one might expect,
when he is so loving, and we have let him down so often. Instead there is a sense of contentment and
tranquillity; a light-heartedness as all problems are seen in the context of someone who is loving,
forgiving, and in full control. Faces relax and eyes soften; many feel great warmth of affection for those
around them; many feel very close to loved ones who have died, as if the barrier of death is no longer
there.
Such cherished times bind Christians together in the life of our Lord, and it is from such experiences of a
real presence that all mission must spring. With the peace of God in us (which is, as Paul knew, quite
beyond reason understanding) we shall be literally ‘inspired’ or ‘breathed into the life of Jesus’, so that
we shall be able to bring him to each room we visit and each person we meet.

THE NATIONAL PASTORIAL CONGRESS LIVERPOOL 1980:  Forty years ago, some 2,100 Catholics and a
few ecumenical guests gathered in Liverpool for the largest deliberate gathering that the Catholic
Church in England and Wales had ever held.  The following is a summary of the memories of Pat Jones
one of those who helped plan and facilitate the event. Between the opening liturgy in Liverpool
Cathedral on Friday May 2nd, 1980 and the concluding Eucharist on Tuesday May 6th also in the
Cathedral, the national Pastoral Congress occupied five days of intense debate, celebration and prayer.

In his homily delivered during the closing Mass, Cardinal Basil Hume voiced the thoughts of many when
he said that the presence of the Holy Spirit “has been sensed by all of us and in quite a remarkable way”
Although few if any of us had heard the word “synodality”, it is clear looking back that the congress
could be best described as a synodal process. The congress took place only fifteen years after Vatican
Council Two, it was also an experience of reception of the Council and its teaching by the church in
England and Wales. The Congress was a culmination of two years of intense preparation involving
parishes, Deanery’s Religious, catholic charities and organisations. Early in 1979, more than 100,000
people responded to a survey inviting them to suggest what issues they would like to see included on
the congress agenda.
When the congress itself began, lay people, clergy and Religious worked together as equals, in seven
three-day mini conferences of around 300 people each in different venues across the city. Resolutions
were formulated and voted upon and the results made public. Thirty topics were covered, including
many sensitive issues that 40 years later are still high on the agenda: the situation of divorced and
remarried Catholics, mandatory celibacy for priests; women and ordained ministry. The congress looked
outwards to conflict in Northern Ireland, racism and unemployment were also addressed.
Shortly after the congress ended, the Bishops’ issued its own reflective response, somewhat more
cautious in tone, The Easter People, a sort of post synodal exhortation.  For some, the addition of a
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separate episcopal voice was a disappointment. It seemed a contradiction of the mutuality that had
characterised the Congress experience. For others the bishops’ document lacked clarity of what they
had hoped would emerge from the two year process: the elusive idea of a national pastoral strategy. As
so often with events of this kind, it is clear looking back that the task of follow up was more complex
than any of us had recognised. Some two years later, Pope John Paul came to the U.K., attention was
soon diverted into the planning of another historic event.
The question often asked about such events is whether they made any difference. The answer is always
complicated and often localised. In Liverpool under the leadership of Archbishop Derek Worlock – a
prime mover of the congress, ministries and structures were developed that closely reflected its vision.
Other dioceses did other things echoing the Congress pattern.  In a direct follow-up, at the next synod of
bishops in Rome on marriage and family life, Cardinal Hume and Archbishop Worlock each made
interventions that reflected the mind of the congress. Forty years on, I am struck by how many of the
reforms asked for by the delegates have become part of the ordinary life of the church. Adult formation,
RCIA, lay ministries, Catholic Social teaching is studied more, ministry to marriage and family life is
stronger.  To be continued next week. (On a personal note I was involved in organising it at parish,
Deanery and Diocesan level and attended the conference, wonderful spiritual experience.)

MENTAL AWARENESS WEEK:  Bishop Paul Mason comments on Mental Health Awareness Week. This
year’s Mental Health Awareness week feels more important than ever as we find ourselves faced with a
global health crisis which will, undoubtedly, have an enormous impact on the mental health of many
people. “We have already seen the tremendous kindness pouring forth in communities across the
country. From small acts of kindness between neighbours to the dedication and commitment of those
working in the front line, I would like to thank everyone who is helping to look after the mental health of
their loved ones, friends, neighbours and strangers.
“For those who are struggling with mental health, especially during this challenging time, I assure you of
my prayers, and urge you to seek the safe and non-judgemental help which is available”. The Catholic
Bishops Conference have distributed £70.000 in grants to support mental health wellbeing.

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY: The theme of the day, which was decided prior to the global
challenge that has gripped the world is devoted to storytelling. “That you may tell your children and
grandchildren (Exodus ch10:2) World Communications day falls on May 24th as much of the world
remains in lockdown as we attempt to recover from coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic. The way we
communicate in situations of self-isolation and separation from hand shaking, hugging and close contact
to encounters through phone, tablet and computer screens. The virtual has replaced the physical.

POPE FRANCIS has prayed and has asked us to pray for all those working in communications during the
pandemic. On April 1st he invited us to pray for “those who work in the media, who work to
communicate today so that the people are not isolated…who help us to bear this time of isolation”. He
recognises that given a growing digital culture throughout the world, the media must become a primary
platform for spreading the Gospel. He also said “Studying new ways and means to communicate the
Gospel of mercy to all people, in the heart of different cultures, through the media that the new digital
cultural context makes available to our contemporaries, is something that is very much in my heart”

RECENT DEATHS: Robert Fredrick Peet, Beryl Cynthia White and Douglas Richardson. We offer our
sincere sympathy to all their   families, relatives and friends.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar. I love you above all things, I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive you Sacramentally,  come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already
there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Seventh Sunday of Easter

Priest:  We bring our prayers to God our Father, asking him to teach us the power of hope in his love.

We pray for the Pope and all who lead the church: may they lead us into new ways of living in Christ.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who are called to live a life of prayer in Christ: may we learn, in heaven how much their
prayer has shaped our lives
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died during the past week, remembering all those who died due to the
coronavirus: reminding ourselves that through the Eucharist we are united with the whole family of the
church, both living and dead.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are sick, especially those who are suffering with mental illness: may they sink
into the deep peace of God, deeper than feeling, yet stronger too.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are struggling with terminal illness and all who are affected by the coronavirus
may they, and their families, know the grace and healing of God our loving Father
Lord, hear us

We pray for our medical staff and emergency services; may they be granted health and strength in their
generous service of their brothers and sisters.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have gone before us in death: may their journey to heaven be swift as prayer.
Lord, hear us

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of Shrewsbury to intercede
for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed art thou amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death.  Amen.

Priest: God our Father, as we approach the end of Eastertide, may the message of your Son’s
resurrection lead us to the end of our days, to the world without end. Through Christ our Lord, Amen
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