
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time year A
Theme: Love your neighbour, love your enemies                                     23rd February 2020 

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: Sun 10-30am 6-30pm; Mon, Tues, Weds (Ash Wednesday) 9-00am; Fri 9-00am in school.

No Mass on Saturday due to local pastoral area Lenten reflection at St Peter’s church hall.
ST PAUL’S: Sat Vigil Mass 6-00pm, Sun 9-00am.  Ash Wednesday 7-30pm, Thursday 9-00am

ASH WEDNESDAY: A DAY OF FASTING AND ABSTINENCE.  Ashes will be distributed at each mass on Ash
Wednesday

CONFESSIONS: (Any time on request)
ST MARY’S: Sat after 10-00am Mass, Sun before 10-30am and 6-30pm Masses
ST PAUL’S: Sat before 6-00pm Mass, Sun 9-00am Mass.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Matthew 5:38-48. Many societies have used the maxim of ‘eye for an eye, tooth
for a tooth’ and up to a point, it works quite well. Certainly there is a strong element of deterrence in it.
Certainly it is absolutely fair and just. But there is no route to lasting peace; just a ricochet of revenge
which cultivates hatred, rejection and prejudice. Christ’s way of love comes as a breath of fresh air in the
maze of violent retaliation of our world. It sounds crazy, yet it is saner than any complex army tactics:
and the root of it is that we start giving ourselves away. Of course this would be foolish, and even
suicidal, if our lives ended at death, if we were ultimately living in our own strength and if survival meant
only protecting a group of cells that make up our physical body. The difference comes with the point
when we stop living for ourselves and live for Christ instead; when his living spirit comes to us and
empowers us with the stunning love of a creating God. Suddenly many threats lose their sting. Much
violence is a disguised cry for help; a longing to ‘matter’ and be of worth. Seeing with God’s loving eyes,
we shall see the real need, and our response to that.  Instead of the violent threat, the healing will begin
and, in many cases, prevent the attack by taking away the cause. It is not enough for Christians to be
pleasant and friendly within the world’s narrow boundaries. We must make it quite clear in our
conversations, our choice of friends, our reaction to violence, and our capacity to laugh at ourselves,
that we do not live for ourselves, but belong to Christ whom we can trust absolutely, and in whom there
are no ‘un-lovables’.

LENTEN MORNING OF REFLECTION: Next Saturday February 29th 10-00am to 12-00noon, at St Peter’s
parish centre, Stalybridge. Theme: Year of the Word. All parishioners are encouraged to attend.
Confirmation catechists, ministers of Word and Communion should make a special effort to be there.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers and if
you know of anyone who is in need of a visit or Holy Communion at home or in hospital, please let Fr.
Oliver know.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.

EXTRACTS FROM THE PASTORAL LETTER TO BE READ AT ALL MASSES AT OUR LADY AND THE APOSTLES,
SAINT AMBROSE & ST VINCENT DE PAUL:  Fr Geoff O’Grady is retiring as parish priest of St Ambrose and
St Vincent. He will continue to live in Stockport and help out during his retirement years. All three
parishes will be placed under the care of Father Long, the parish priest of Our Lady and the Apostles. It is
in many ways a return to past patterns of service in Stockport so that three communities which have
grown over the past century will now be served by the mother church of Our Lady and the Apostles. I am
grateful to Father Long who has generously agreed to initiate these new pastoral arrangements.  The
new times of masses will be St Ambrose Saturday 5-30pm vigil mass; St Vincent Sunday 9-30am; Our
Lady and the Apostles Sunday 11-00am. The new arrangements will take effect on Sunday March 22nd.

NATIONAL NOVENA TO ST JOSEPH: Will take place from 10th - 18th March 2020 at St Joseph’s church in
Maidenhead and at Herbert House, Freshfield, Liverpool. Each year the Mill Hill Missionaries prepare  for
the feast of St Joseph, their patron, with a special novena of masses and prayers to ask for God’s blessing
on their society and the missionary outreach of the church , as well as for the intentions of all those who
support their work. You are invited to send your petitions and/or to request a Novena booklet to enable
you to join in from home by praying the daily Novena prayer. Please write to Novena Director, St Joseph’s
Missionary Society 58 Cookham Road, Maidenhead  SL6 7HT or email novenamhm@gmail.com

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: Praying with Zimbabwe Friday 6th March at Old Chapel Unitarians Dukinfield
Old Road @7-30pm.  Everyone is welcome.

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL: Head teacher required for September 2020. The Governing
Body is excited about the opportunity to appoint a truly inspirational head teacher to maintain the focus
on continued school improvement and build on the many successes of our popular school. Our school
has a strong catholic ethos filled with the Gospel values of love, peace, justice and truth. We welcome
applications from practising Catholics with a proven track record of leadership in a catholic school who
are ready to take on a new challenge. Further details on the school and parish website. Closing date for
applications is Tuesday February 25th by 10-00am and short listing will take place on the same day.

ALL SAINT’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE: Head teacher required for September 2020. The Governors of All Saints
Catholic College are seeking a head teacher to lead our wonderful school on the next stage of its journey.
This is a rare opportunity to take up a headship in a school that prides itself on ethical leadership,
support and joy. In July 2018 OFSTED described our school as “a vibrant and happy learning community
where everyone must - ‘Be inspired. Be excellent. Succeed’”. The role is suitable for someone who is
new to headship, or for an experienced head teacher, who would like to continue the work undertaken
towards being the outstanding school that the local community deserves. Closing date for applications,
Monday 16th March 2020 at 10-00am.  Further details on the school and parish website.

WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY: Celebration Fair. Saturday 14th March 2020 St Christopher’s Parish
Hall, Lees Road, Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 8BA. Time 11-30am -2-30 pm. Your support will be appreciated.

PARISH NIGHT OUT: Peter Chorlton has booked a parish meal at the Deli Felice Turkish restaurant on
Market St, Stalybridge, Friday March 27th for 8-30pm. Peter has booked 30 seats at this very popular
restaurant. If you wish to attend please let him know in the next two weeks, so that he can confirm
numbers. Peter has to pay £10 per person up front. He can be contacted on 07789214592

COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £323.29. St Paul’s £324.91. SECOND COLLECTION: Today building fund St
Mary’s. Next Sunday retiring collection for the S.V.P

TOTE: F Dodd £100
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