
CORPUS CHRISTI THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST                    14th June 2020

THEME: REMEMBERING TO EAT: REMEMBERING JESUS.
The qualities of God are revealed in the three persons of the Trinity, and in us too when we found our
lives on him. Filled with his life, the Christian community will be enabled to show the love of God, the
grace of Jesus and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. John 6:51-58.  In the desert the people learned that they could not continue their
journey without being sustained by the word of God. This experience was to teach them that they could
not live on bread alone: when the bread ran out and the water dried up, their very survival depended on
the word of God making new life possible for them. It was the creative word of God that brought them
manna - their daily bread - referred to as “the grain of heaven” and “the bread of the mighty”
(Psalm78:24f). The people collected as much as they needed for that day; they were forbidden to hoard
any of it. The next day the arrival of the bread was seen as a new sign of God’s continuing favour.
In today’s Gospel John picks up the theme of the manna and contrasts the bread the Jewish ancestors
ate in the desert with the new bread of life given by Jesus. In the person of Jesus there is a new word of
God and a new bread from heaven. Now the Word of God has become flesh, and the bread from heaven
is the very life of Jesus himself. To eat this bread is to have a share in the life of God himself: it is to
participate in eternal life.
It is at the last supper that Jesus gives himself away as food and drink to his followers: “This is my body
which will be given up for you. This is my blood which will be shed for you. Do this in memory of me”.
During the last meal of his earthly life Jesus charges his disciples to keep his memory alive by gathering
together to break bread. Whatever else they do, his followers must remember to eat in his name.
In celebrating the Eucharist we celebrate dangerous memory: the memory of suffering, passion and
death. We recall Jesus’ radical values that put him in opposition to so many of his own people: his talk
about God and the kingdom: his insistence on forgiveness; his opposition to religious sham; his
commitment to peace; his willingness to die to overcome sin. In receiving the body and blood of Christ
we become his body in our world. As St Paul says: “Though there are many of us, we form a single body
because we share in this one loaf”. In communion we share with Christ and with one another; we
become one with his memory. That way, his memory never dies.

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE LATE KAREN BRADDOCK. Karen’s funeral service will take place at
Dukinfield Crematorium next Friday June 19th at 3-30pm. Mike Gurney Registrar at the Crematorium
wishes it to be know that only family members (10 people) will be allowed through the cemetery gates.
There is to be no gathering of people at the crematorium chapel.   Friends may gather on the street
leading to cemetery gates. The cortege will take the following route to Dukinfield cemetery: Ashton
Road, Cheetham Hill Rd to enable the staff of St Mary’s school at 3-05pm to say a farewell prayer, onto
Birch Lane to St Mary’s church Zetland St. Fr Oliver will say a short prayer on the street before
proceeding to the Dukinfield Crematorium.

RE-OPENING OF SCHOOLS: The wider re-opening of schools in Tameside has been deferred until
Monday June 22nd.  St Mary’s, St Paul’s and All Saint’s will remain closed until that date, except for
children of those who are serving the community. When they do open, the children will return to the
classroom under strict guidelines to ensure the safety of staff, children, and parents. The timetable is
arranged to enable the staff and children to move around safely with staggered arrival and departure
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times. Break times are arranged to help everyone to move about freely and in safety. Reception and
year 1 will be next to return for face to face contact with their teachers. No one is permitted entry to the
schools. Contactors etc. will carry out any commitments when everyone is off the premises at the end of
the school day or at weekends.  Fr Oliver thanks all those working in our schools for their hard work and
time in preparing the classrooms and play areas and the school in general, for the pupils return.

RE-OPENING OF CHURCHES: Cardinal Nichols hopes people will benefit from the ‘sacredness’ of our
church spaces and describes it as “great blessing for individuals and for the benefit of all society, that
church doors will again be open to all who long to pray there for the peace and grace we need today”
Bishop Mark: said it is a moment of great joy as we anticipate the beginning of the re-opening of the
churches. This will be a time of great responsibility for us in conforming to the standards of safety and
COVID-19 security required by society.  Bishop Mark appreciates that 50% of the churches will not be
open for some time. Fr Oliver will open St Mary’s when it meets the regulations.

GUBAY FOUNDATION:  On May 20th Cardinal Nichols received a phone call from the Albert Gubay
Charitable Foundation. During it he received some startling news that the foundation decided to make
an immediate outright donation of £1 million to the Catholic church of England and Wales for urgent
relief of poverty in the context of the current pandemic. The Cardinal was taken aback by the sheer
generosity of this single payment and agreed to cooperate in the distribution of this grant to Catholic
Charities.   The Cardinal praised the donation as a “remarkable gift given on behalf of a man of unique
vision and determination by a generous foundation. In consultation  with the foundation and the four
Metropolitan Archbishops, a process was established to enable Catholic charities to apply for emergency
grants to support front-line action in tackling poverty such as food banks, food vouchers and crises
schemes targeting those most in need.
Applications were requested by May 31st and the allocation of grants has been made in such a way as to
ensure that most parts of England and Wales benefit from the Albert Gubay Foundation’s remarkable
act of generosity.
How the gifts were allocated: Over £400,000 to strengthen the work of local food banks and the direct
provision of food.  Over £250,000 to augment programmes of food vouchers for the poorest impacted
by COVID-19. Over £335,000 for the immediate financial assistance of those in extreme circumstances.
In total 38 applications were received for grants with proposals totalling over £2 million. Cardinal Nichols
praised the Gubay family and the value of the work of Catholic charities in combating COVID-19.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar. I love you above all things, I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive you Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already
there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen

AN APPEAL FOR OUR PARISHES: Just like all Catholic parishes, the parishes of St Mary’s and St Paul’s rely
on the weekly offertory and, even though the public celebration of Mass is suspended, the parish
expenses continue. My sincere thanks to everyone who has been able to continue making their
offerings, through standing order, additional online transfers or by finding ways to put your weekly
envelope through the presbytery door.  This is an invitation to give what you can, and you know your
circumstances best in these difficult times for everyone.  The weekly envelopes for the new financial year
are available.  If you didn’t get chance to pick them up before the lockdown, and would like them, please
let me know.  If you would like the bank details to enable an online payment to be made, also please let
me know.  Whilst it may not be possible for you to support the parish financially at this time, everyone
can offer support through prayer:

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.



BIDDING PRAYERS for Corpus Christi

Priest:  Let us pray to our heavenly Father and put before him our needs

We pray for the church: may we be renewed and strengthened through our celebration of the Eucharist.
Lord, hear us

We pray for the leaders of our nations that they may be led into the paths of justice and peace.
Lord, hear us

We pray for Christian parishes and communities: that they build up and have their faith deepened by
their communion with Jesus Christ.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who are infirm in body or spirit: may they experience the healing presence of divine
grace.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who care for the sick: that they may receive health, holiness and hope through the
reception of Holy Communion.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time: that they may
have a seat at the heavenly banquet.
Lord, hear us

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of Shrewsbury to intercede
for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death.  Amen.

Priest: Heavenly Father, whose love surpasses all our understanding, we offer these our prayers to you,
through Christ our Lord Amen.
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