
The Feast of Corpus Christi                                        6th June   2021

THEME: Jesus says, “Take, eat; this is my Body. Drink; this is my Blood.”
Today we celebrate the Body and Blood of Christ. When Jesus on the night before he was betrayed and
before his passion and death, ate his last meal with his disciples, he instituted the Eucharist, “in which
Christ is consumed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us” He instituted
the Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood, the memorial of his death and resurrection, a sacrament of
love, a sign of unity, a bond of love, a Paschal banquet.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s:   Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm.  Thursday 9-00am
St Mary’s:  Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9-00am Sat 10-00am

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass, please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away, but we have to follow the guidelines)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark 14: 12-16. 22-26. What is the source and summit of the Christian life? Is it the
feeding of the poor and alleviating world poverty? Is it a holy life or the witness of a saint? Is it a life
dedicated to self-sacrifice and service to others? The Christian life is many things, including all of these.
However, the source and summit of the Christian life is the gift of the Eucharist. This act of worship reaches
the very height, the very essence, the pinnacle of what the Christian life is. This is because the Christian life
is Jesus. In the Eucharist we receive Jesus. We consume him and he fills us. The Eucharist is food: food for
this life and food for the next. We are a unity of body and soul. Just as food feeds our physical bodies, so
the Eucharist feeds our souls.  As human beings we have profound needs: we need to know we are loved;
we need to have meaning, and purpose in our lives; we need to have hope in a destiny and future beyond
the grave. The Eucharist answers these deep questions about human existence because the meaning of life
is to know Jesus. In the Eucharist we meet him in the most real and authentic of ways. Unlike the
mountaineers who strive with every fibre to reach the summit of towering peaks, we simply receive the
Eucharist as a gift. We can’t learn it, we don’t deserve it, it’s God’s greatest gift to us.  Our Faith demands
that we approach the Eucharist fully aware that we are approaching Christ himself. It is his presence that
gives the other aspects of the Eucharist - as meal, as memorial, as anticipation of Christ’s return - a
significance that goes far beyond mere symbolism.  In the Eucharist supremely we meet Christ himself. We
commune with him, we take him in ourselves in the deepest way possible, we pray to him, and we lay our
life before him. Extract from bible alive

BISHOP MARKS PASTORAL LETTER ON THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE: “There is a commandment that God
wrote into our human hearts from the beginning: “you shall not kill.” This commandment has guided our
society from the start and favoured the development of a civilisation that protects the most vulnerable.
The inheritance of Judeo-Christian teaching has inspired people to the most outstanding care and
compassion for the sick and the suffering. During these past fourteen months, we have witnessed these
same values at work in mobilisation of society and countless heroic acts to protect the most vulnerable.
And yet, a Bill was quietly introduced into Parliament recently, which seems the more sinister, in seeking to
remove legal protections from some of the most vulnerable members of society.  A mere six years after
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Parliament overwhelmingly rejected legalisation for assisted suicide, citing the need to protect the
vulnerable, we are faced with a new attempt to make those who have always been ‘care-givers’ into ‘life-
takers’. The attempt to change the law has been introduced by the chair of what was formerly the
Voluntary Euthanasia Society, removing any doubt as to the ultimate purpose. I write to alert you to the
struggle which lies ahead in defence of the value of human life and the moral vision which has long
underpinned the care of the sick. However limited the first proposals may be, a moral line would be
crossed if those in our medical and nursing professions were called to assist in killing patients; and a long-
standing legal shield is removed from the sick, the aged and those nearing the end of their lives. This
change to law will be proposed on grounds of compassion in order to alleviate human suffering. All of us
are united in wishing to see the relief of human suffering. In imitation of Christ himself, the church has
always lived a preferential love for the sick and suffering. It was the church which founded the first
hospitals and hospices. However, where the Euthanasia lobby differ from the care that Christianity has
always inspired, is by proposing killing as means to end suffering. The parliamentary battle over the issue is
expected in the Autumn. We cannot be complacent over what is at stake should the softening of
opposition in government and parliament and the proactive campaigning in the media succeed in lulling
consciences. If there were any doubt about the consequences, we have only to look at what has happened
elsewhere. Even though definite legal safeguards were initially guaranteed, countries that compromised
the sanctity of human life in this way have seen euthanasia and assisted suicide extended to ever new
groups. These now include those suffering from mental illness and even children. I have issued an appeal to
everyone who values the sanctity of human life and wants the best care and support for the sick and the
dying, to oppose this latest proposal to force our society across the line from caring to killing. May we be
ready in the name of the Most Holy Trinity to raise our prayers and voices in witness to value every human
life and for the protection of those who are most vulnerable. We do so with the assurance given in the
Gospel “Know I am with you always; yes even to the end of time”

MARY OLIVER’S INSIGHT ON JOY. If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy, don’t hesitate. Give in to it.
There are plenty of lives and whole towns destroyed or about to be. We are not wise, and not very often
kind. And much can never be redeemed. Still, life has some possibility left. Perhaps this is its way of fighting
back, that sometimes something happens better than all the riches or power of the world. It could be
anything, but very likely you notice it in an instance when love begins. Anyway, whatever it is, don’t be
afraid of its plenty. Joy is not made to be a crumb. It is the most persistent communication of God’s
indwelling; it is ubiquitous; it is a gift, it is generous. Everywhere and for everyone. When it comes it brings
with it abundance, and kindness and recovery. The invitation is to be present to simplicity of joy in your
life. Name it and as you do so, delight in intimacy with which God is in communion with you.

FR ANTONY: Fr Oliver has heard from Fr Antony that the virus is at a very high level in Kerala. The hospitals
are full, and the priests are working flat out to cope with the requests for the Holy Sacraments. He has
asked that we remember them in our prayers. The vaccine is available but not at the level it is in Europe.

FROM KAREN STOTT (NHS TAMESIDE AND GLOSSOP CCG): From April the value of a weekly Healthy Start
Voucher increased from £3.10 to £4.25. We need to encourage those who qualify to apply for the vouchers
to use in local shops to buy milk, fruit and vegetables or vitamins. To qualify, someone needs to be at least
10 weeks pregnant or have at least one child that’s under 4.  In addition, you must be receiving one of a
number of benefits, such as Child Tax Credit or Income Support. Further information from
karen.stott2@nhs.net http://www.tamesideandglossopccg.org/

GRASS MOWING ST PAUL’S CHURCH: Due to poor weather conditions in May, Lynnton has been unable to
mow the grass areas. He is now up to speed with his work due to the lovely weather we have had in the
last few days and will mow the grass again at the end of the month weather permitting.

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL: £1,037.01 Thanks for your support.

SECOND COLLECTION:  Next weekend Peter’s pence.

THE PARISH BUILDING FUND:  The monthly building fund collection will be reintroduced as and from the
last weekend of this month, June 26/27 at St Mary’s and St Paul’s.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for Corpus Christi
Priest: 
The Lord is near to us in word and in sacrament. With confidence, therefore we can bring our needs and
those of our sisters and brothers to him.

We pray for the church the body of Christ: that she may constantly be renewed through Christ, present in
word and Eucharist at this celebration.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for unity among the followers of Jesus: that all who claim to be members of the body of Christ
may work and pray, with their sisters and brothers in other traditions, for that unity which Jesus prayed for
on the night before he died.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all who have lost sight of Christ: that through our prayers and our witness to Christ in our daily
lives, they may find the one who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all those who are sick: those who have died, those recently bereaved and for all who are
finding life difficult.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.

Priest: Father Lord of all, our needs are known to you before we even come into the world. Hear our
prayers, for ourselves and our sisters and brothers, and grant them through Christ our Lord.  Amen.



The Readings for Corpus Christi 6th June 2021

Entrance Antiphon He fed them with the finest
wheat and satisfied them with honey from the rock.
Reading from the Book of Exodus 24:3-8
Moses went and told the people all the commands
of the Lord and all the ordinances. In answer, all the
people said with one voice, ‘We will observe all the
commands that the Lord has decreed.’ Moses put
all the commands of the Lord into writing, and early
next morning he built an altar at the foot of the
mountain, with twelve standing-stones for the
twelve tribes of Israel. Then he directed certain
young Israelites to offer holocausts and to
immolate bullocks to the Lord as communion
sacrifices. Half of the blood Moses took up and put
into basins, the other half he cast on the altar. And
taking the Book of the Covenant he read it to the
listening people, and they said, ‘We will observe all
that the Lord has decreed; we will obey.’ Then
Moses took the blood and cast it towards the
people. This’ he said ‘is the blood of the Covenant
that the Lord has made with you, containing all
these rules.’

Psalm 115
Response: The cup of salvation I will raise; I will
call on the Lord’s name.
How can I repay the Lord
  for his goodness to me?
The cup of salvation I will raise;
  I will call on the Lord’s name. Response
O precious in the eyes of the Lord
  is the death of his faithful.
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
  you have loosened my bonds. Response
A thanksgiving sacrifice I Make ;
  I will call on the Lord’s name.
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
  before all his people. Response

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 9:11-15
Now Christ has come, as the high priest of all the
blessings which were to come. He has passed
through the greater, the more perfect tent, which is
better than the one made by men’s hands because
it is not of this created order; and he has entered
the sanctuary once and for all, taking with him not
the blood of goats and bull calves, but his own
blood, having won an eternal redemption for us.

The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a
heifer are sprinkled on those who have incurred
defilement and they restore the holiness of their
outward lives; how much more effectively the
blood of Christ, who offered himself as the perfect
sacrifice to God through the eternal Spirit, can
purify our inner self from dead actions so that we
do our service to the living God.  He brings a new
covenant, as the mediator, only so that the people
who were called to an eternal inheritance may
actually receive what was promised: his death took
place to cancel the sins that infringed the earlier
covenant. Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of
God. The spirit you received is not the spirit of
slaves bringing fear into your lives again; it is the
spirit of sons, and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba,
Father!’ The Spirit himself and our spirit bear
united witness that we are children of God. And if
we are children we are heirs as well: heirs of God
and co-heirs with Christ, sharing his sufferings so as
to share his glory.

Sequence Lauda Sion

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the living bread which has
come down from heaven, says the Lord.  Anyone
who eats this bread will live for ever. Alleluia!
A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
14:12-16, 22-26
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the
Passover lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to
Jesus, ‘Where do you want us to go and make the
preparations for you to eat the passover?’ So he
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into
the city and you will meet a man carrying a pitcher
of water. Follow him, and say to the owner of the
house which he enters, “The Master says: Where is
my dining room in which I can eat the passover
with my disciples?” He will show you a large upper
room furnished with couches, all prepared. Make

Behold the bread of angels, sent
For pilgrims in their banishment,
The bread for God’s true
children meant,
  That may not unto dogs be
given:
Oft in the olden types
foreshowed;
In Isaac on the altar bowed,
And in the ancient paschal food,
  And in the manna sent from
heaven.
Come then, good shepherd,
bread divine,
Still show to us thy mercy sign;

Oh, feed us still, still keep us
thine;
So may we see thy glories shine
  In fields of immortality
O thou, the wisest, mightiest,
best,
Our present food, our future
rest,
Come, make us each thy chosen
guest,
Co-heirs of thine, and comrades
blest
  With saints whose dwelling is
with thee.
Amen.
Alleluia.



the preparations for us there.’ The disciples set out
and went to the city and found everything as he
had told them, and prepared the Passover.  And as
they were eating he took some bread, and when he
had said the blessing he broke it and gave it to
them. ‘Take it,’ he said ‘this is my body.’ Then he
took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he
gave it to them, and all drank from it, and he said to
them, ‘This is my blood, the blood of the covenant,
which is to be poured out for many. I tell you
solemnly, I shall not drink any more wine until the
day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of God.’
  After psalms had been sung they left for the
Mount of Olives.

Communion Antiphon Since you are children of
God, God has sent into your hearts the Spirit of his
Son, the Spirit who cries out: Abba, Father.

Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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