
The Eleventh Sunday in ordinary time                        13th June   2021

THEME: Jesus says The seed of God’s kingdom grows in our hearts

Like the tiny muster seed, which grows into a shady bush, God’s Word, when planted in our hearts,
flourishes until we are able to work with our creator to bring news of comfort and joy to a restless world.
The more God’s love transfuses us, the more we shall yearn to do his will; oneness with Christ will become
more important than if we live or die physically.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s:   Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm.  Thursday 9-00am
   St Mary’s:  Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon, Tues,  Wed, Fri 9-00 am Sat 10.am

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away but we have to follow the guide lines)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark 4:26-34 The kingdom of heaven, is busy rowing quietly, now, in many, many
people throughout the whole world. It’s an exciting work. Sometimes in our impatience, we make a
renewed commitment one day and expect to find a full grown, fruit tree by the next morning; but like so
many things in our existence, the material is a reflection of the spiritual, and growth never works like that
except that in Jack and the bean-stalk.
  It is the steady, persevering, habitual leaning towards  God that makes for strong spiritual growth; the
kind of loyalty to our Lord that goes with praying when we miss the train, when we feel anger boiling up
inside us, when we win the pools or loose our pension book. And the taller we grow, the more welcome
the shade and shelter we can provide. Both individually and as a part of a strong and vigorous Church,
nourished with the life of Christ.

RELATIONSHIP AND SEX EDUCATION IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS STATEENT ISSUED BY THE Bishops of England
AND WALES: Frequently asked questions?
The principle purpose of Catholic education is the formation of the disciples of Jesus Christ. This expressed
in the Church’s Declaration on catholic education which states: “A Christian education.. has as its principle
purpose this goal: that the baptised, while they are  gradually introduced to the knowledge of the mystery
of salvation, become ever more aware of the gift of faith they have received and that they can learn in
addition how to worship God our Father ..especially in liturgical action and be conformed in their personal
lives according to the new man created in justice and holiness of truth… also that they develop.. to the
mature measure of the fullness of Christ…and strive for growth of the Mystical Body.. that they are aware
of their calling, they learn not only how to bear witness to the hope that is in them.. but also how to help in
the Christian formation of the world that takes place when natural powers viewed in the full consideration
of man redeemed by Christ contribute to the good of the whole society.
Why does the  Church have their own schools?  Catholic schools are established  by the Church to: assist in
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its mission of making Christ known to all people: assist parents, who are the primary educators  of their
children, in the education and religious formation of their children; to be at the service of the local Church-
the diocese, the parish and the Christian home; and, be “a service to society”. These objectives help
students: “to encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”, provide
an environment in which students are enabled to build and deepen their relationship with God; foster
academic culture aimed at the pursuit of truth; and, actively promote growth in virtue.
A fundamental principle of Catholic education is the formation of the whole person. In the education of
Children and young people in Catholic schools, well-taught, age appropriate Relationship and Sex
education is an important part of this holistic approach . Given the dangers of the modern world, and the
ease with which young people can access erroneous information and damaging material, RSE plays an
important role in keeping children safe. Equally fundamental is the inalienable role of parents as the
primary educators of their children, especially when it comes to highly sensitive topics such as RSE.
Therefore, Catholic schools must collaborate extremely  closely with parents to ensure RSE is delivered in
an appropriate way. To be continued.

A DAY FOR LIFE SUNDAY June 20th:  The fragility of human life has brought into sharp focus during the
covid-19 pandemic. In the UK alone, more than 126,000 people have died from covid-19. Each of these
lives is precious and every life matters. Behind each statistic there is a person with a family, with friends
with a story, with a life of infinite value and worth. Each death has rightly been mourned as tragedy. This
tragedy has been further compounded  by the inability to be physically present with loved ones at the end
of their life, due to the restrictions of the pandemic. The pain of this separation and preciousness of a loved
one’s final moments has been keenly felt by many.
Yet against this bleak backdrop of suffering and separation, we have witnessed the extraordinary
dedication of health care professionals and their loving care  of the sick and the dying. Their presence at
the side of a dying loved one has been a source of comfort and consolation for many grieving families.
“Jesus is the Good Shepherd who came to the wounded sheep and comforts the sick. He is the Good
Samaritan who does not pass by the injured person lying by the roadside, but , moved to compassion,
takes care of and assists him" Lk 10:33-34 Pope Francis

SECOND COLLECTION: Today Peters pence. In support of  Pope Francis  charities.  Next Sunday  in support
of life from womb to tomb.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Eleventh Sunday in ordinary time

Priest: 
God wants every creature to find rest and security in the kingdom. As  we look for the coming of the
kingdom in its fullness, we pray for the needs of all peoples.

We pray for the church: that we may work with renewed confidence for the
breaking in of the kingdom into our world.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all nations: that peace based on justice may abound, so that every person may flourish and
none be excluded.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who cannot see the kingdom, or who are threatened by its values: that eyes may be
opened and hearts be converted to see hope and beauty of God’s vision for humanity
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who have died: that they may enter into the fullness of life in the kingdom, with Mary
and all the saints

Lord hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.

Priest: We thank you Father for inviting us to be co-workers in your kingdom. Give us the gifts of courage,
perseverance and compassion in our work. Through Christ our Lord . Amen



The Readings: Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon
O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to you, be
my help.  Do not abandon or forsake me, O God,
my Saviour.

Reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel
17:22-24
The Lord says this:
‘From the top of the cedar,
from the highest branch I will take a shoot
and plant it myself on a very high mountain.
I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel.
It will sprout branches and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Every kind of bird will live beneath it,
every winged creature rest in the shade of its
branches.
And every tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord,
am the one
who stunts tall trees and makes the low ones grow,
who withers green trees and makes the withered
green.
I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.’

Psalm 91
Response: It is good to give you thanks, O Lord

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
  to make music to your name, O Most High,
to proclaim your love in the morning
  and your truth in the watches of the night.
Response

The just will flourish like the palm tree
  and grow like a Lebanon cedar. Response

Planted in the house of the Lord
  they will flourish in the courts of our God,
still bearing fruit when they are old,
  still full of sap, still green,
to proclaim that the Lord is just.
  In him, my rock, there is no wrong. Response

A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul to
the Corinthians 5:6-10
We are always full of confidence when we
remember that to live in the body means to be
exiled from the Lord, going as we do by faith and
not by sight – we are full of confidence, I say, and
actually want to be exiled from the body and make
our home with the Lord. Whether we are living in
the body or exiled from it, we are intent on
pleasing him. For all the truth about us will be
brought out in the law court of Christ, and each of
us will get what he deserves for the things he did in
the body, good or bad.

Alleluia, alleluia!
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!
A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
4:26-34
Jesus said to the crowds: ‘This is what the kingdom
of God is like. A man throws seed on the land. Night
and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the
seed is sprouting and growing; how, he does not
know. Of its own accord the land produces first the
shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.
And when the crop is ready, he loses no time: he
starts to reap because the harvest has come.’
  He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of
God is like? What parable can we find for it? It is
like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing
in the soil is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;
yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest shrub
of them all and puts out big branches so that the
birds of the air can shelter in its shade.’
  Using many parables like these, he spoke the word
to them, so far as they were capable of
understanding it. He would not speak to them
except in parables, but he explained everything to
his disciples when they were alone.

Communion Antiphon
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, only this do I
seek: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life.



Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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