
Fifteenth Sunday in ordinary time 10th July  2022

THEME: The law of love.

Through Moses the law of loving God and one’s neighbour was given; God also gives us strength within us
to obey it and see its relevance in our daily lives. Without this insight the law is a dead set of rules: yet
within it, the wounded and the abused world can be healed and set free.

MASS TIMES: St Mary’s: Sunday 9-30am and 11-00am.
St Mary’s: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 9-00am.

      Friday in School 9-00am.   Saturday 10-00am
 St Paul’s:  Vigil mass Sat 6-00pm.   Thursday. 9-00 am

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s, and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

BAPTISMS:  Aurora Rain Willis, Cillian Finan were welcomed into God’s family last weekend.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Luke:10-25-37. The Gospel shows us how, all too easily, our mouths can utter
honourable vows of commitment which our lives belie. We can probably think of many vows we have
made which we thought, at the time, we understood, but only later discovered what was really entailed.
Perhaps we may regret ever having promised anything, at this point! But if we have kept the vows even in
hard times, we can look back gratefully to the way the difficulties have enabled us to grow. The lawyer who
approaches Jesus thinks that he understands the law inside-out and back to front. He is really hoping to
make a fool of this new upstart.

Jesus shows him, in the story of the Good Samaritan, what the law really entails when it has soaked into a
man’s whole being. It is no longer a case of doing certain things and not doing certain other things. It
involves the much more open ended and therefore far costlier commitment which sees with eyes of love,
recognises needs with insight, and works for another’s good without counting the cost.

READINGS AT MASS for the 15th Sunday in Ordinary ime: You can use this link to access today’s readings.
https://universalis.com/20220710/mass.htm

FOLLOWING THE DIOCESAN LISTENING PHASE: Since the completion of the Diocesan Listening Phase a
national synthesis of diocesan reports has been brought together. The bishops will be meeting this week to
reflect on our shared discernment to be offered to the continental phase of this process eventually leading
to the October 2023 Synod of Bishop’s in Rome.

DUKINFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH:  It has been announced that Dukinfield Baptist Church next to Morisons is
to close and will hold its final service today. Our parish will be represented at the service by Margaret
Brereton. 
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FRATELLI TUTTI CONTINUED: The call to fraternal love echoes throughout the New Testament: “For the
whole law is summed up in a single commandment ‘you shall love your neighbour as yourself’”. Galatians
5:14.

Yet this call to love could be misunderstood. Saint Paul, recognising the temptation of the earliest Christian
Communities to form closed and isolated groups, urged his disciples to abound in love “for one another
and for all”. In the Johannine community, fellow Christians were to be welcomed, “even though they are
strangers to you” 3 Jn5. In this context, we can better understand the significance of the parable of the
Good Samaritan: love does not care if a brother or sister in need comes from one place or another. For
love shatters the chains that keep us isolated and separate; in their place, it builds bridges. Love enables us
to create one great family, where all of us can feel at home. Love exudes compassion and dignity.

Abandoned on the wayside. Jesus tells the story of a man assaulted by thieves and lying injured on the
wayside. Several persons passed him by but failed to stop. These were people holding important social
positions yet lacking in real concern for the common good. They would not waste a couple of minutes
caring for the injured man, or even calling for help. Only one person stopped, approached the man and
cared for him personally, even spending his own money to provide for his needs. He also gave him his time.
Certainly, he has got his own plans for that day, his own needs, commitments and desires. Yet he was able
to put all that aside when confronted with someone in need. Without even knowing the injured man, he
saw him as deserving of his time and attention.

Which of these people do you identify with?  This question, blunt as it is, is direct and incisive. Which of
these characters do you resemble? We need to acknowledge that we are constantly tempted to ignore
others, especially the weak. Let us admit that, for all the progress we have made we are still “illiterate”
when it comes to accompanying , caring for and supporting the most frail and vulnerable members of our
developed societies. We have become accustomed to looking the other way, passing by, ignoring situations
until they affect us directly.

DIOCESAN SCHOOLS SINGING PROGRAMME: Jon Barton, who has done wonderful work at Shrewsbury
Cathedral, has been appointed Diocesan Director of music with special responsibility for delivering the
Diocesan Schools Singing Programme. This programme has proved an effective way to engage young
people in the life and liturgy of the Church and reinforce the connection between Catholic schools and
Parishes.  This programme has been running in the Diocese of Leeds for some years.

ST PAUL’S CAR PARK: Following an enquiry from a local resident who was seeking to hire the first car park
to sell vans, I referred his enquiry to the diocese. In the meanwhile, the property officer has been in touch
with Tameside to find out who is the legal owner, the Diocese or the local authority. The local authority has
responded with good news that it is not registered with them. The Diocese will now proceed to register it
along with the rest of the site.  In the light of this news, I have asked the Diocese to inform the resident
that I am not interested in renting it out.

SECOND COLLECTION:  The Apostleship of the Sea.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Priest: The Lord calls us to love our enemies and call all people neighbours, however much that may go
against the world’s expectations. Let us bring our prayers to God.

We pray that we may open our eyes to see that all people are our neighbours. May we reflect God’s
unconditional love to all those we meet this coming week.

Lord, hear us.

We pray for peace, for families and communities caught up in violence and conflict around the world, and
for those involved in working for peace and the end of war.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for the sick: that they may overcome their suffering by being united in charity with all humanity,
for the sake of the kingdom that is to come.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for the strength to tackle injustices that damage and destroy communities in poor countries.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for a true insight into the needs of the world and all its people, that we may learn to value all of
creation and mend our destructive ways.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: God our Father, we hear again your message of love and peace for all people. May we be inspired to
put it into practice, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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