
Fifth Sunday in Lent                                             21st March  2021
THEME: Jesus is willing to suffer and die for us

Knowing the agony that is in store for him if he goes through with the plan to save us, Jesus does not
flinch to avoid it. Obediently he accepts the necessary death which will bring life to the world. Thus
through him, Jeremiah’s prophecy  of a new and deep seated bond between God and his people will
become a reality. God’s law will be written on the hearts of all when Christ’s Kingdom spreads through
the whole world.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm; Thursday 9-00am
St Mary’s: Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am; Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri 9-00am; Saturday 10-00am.

                          STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  After Mass on Saturday mornings.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning Mass at St Mary’s, the vigil Mass
on Saturday  evening and Sunday morning Masses.

Recent Death: John McManus. We offer our sympathy to all his family and friends.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR MASS: If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification,
preferably by email john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.
It you are attending the Holy week liturgy or the stations of the cross please remember you have to book
with John Storey due to restricted numbers

THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY WEEK: The following are the specific arrangements issued by The
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments  in Rome  for Holy Week.

Palm Sunday: There will be no Solemn Entrance. The whole Liturgy will take place inside the church.
Palms will be blessed at the beginning of mass and distributed as the faithful leave the church after mass
by stewards who will be wearing gloves. The shorter form of the Passion will be read by the priest.

MAUNDY  THURSDAY 7-30pm ST MARY’S: There will be no washing of the feet. No procession of the
Blessed Sacrament to the altar of repose. No renewal of ministry of Word, Communion or Catechists.
There will be no watching by the faithful this year.

GOOD FRIDAY: 10-00am.   Stations of the cross:    St  Paul’s church.

GOOD FRIDAY 3-00pm ST MARY’S : The adoration of the cross will be limited to the celebrant. The
faithful will not be allowed to approach the cross.  The celebrant  will hold the cross elevated for  a short
time for the faithful to adore in  prayerful silence while remaining in their seats.
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EASTER VIGIL 7-30pm ST PAUL’S:  No Easter fire.  The Paschal Candle will be lit at the beginning of the
liturgy. The faithful will not have candles. The Vigil will begin with the sign of the cross, followed by the
Exsultet. The liturgy of the Word. Three readings from the Old testament. The Gloria. The Epistle. The
Alleluia and the Gospel. A homily. Renewal of baptismal promises. There will be no baptisms or
reception of those who wish to become full members of the church and no bidding prayers.
MINISTERS OF THE WORD:  We have been given permission to invite ministers of the Word to assist
with the Liturgy during the Holy week ceremonies. Fr Oliver will be inviting those who have been
commissioned to this ministry to assist.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  John 12:20-33. It was this need for complete obedience that Jesus stressed when
the Greek Jews showed an interest in meeting him. Philosophical discussion and interest are all very well
and can serve as introductions to Jesus, but eventually we are challenged  with the requirement to obey
with all our courage and the trust this involves. No longer can we follow Jesus when the mood takes us,
or when we approve of the liturgy/homily. No longer can we excuse our need for regular times set aside
each day for prayer and reading the bible. If we really want to follow Jesus we have no choice but to
become obedient, and lay our ambitions plans and loyalties down at his feet. We may find that we are
enabled to do this in one fell swoop, as Paul did, or we may find it is a question of peeling off skin after
skin until we really understand just how much is required. But however it happens, it will be done in a
supportive  and encouraging atmosphere, because God is not a domineering slave driver  but a tender
and caring parent who enjoys our company and will  be our salvation.

MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT:  Jesus revealed to his disciples the deepest meaning of his
mission when he told them of his passion, death and resurrection, in fulfilment of the Father’s will. He
then called his disciples to share in this mission for the salvation of the world. During this season of
conversion, let us renew our faith, drawn from the “living water”  of hope and receive with open hearts
the love of God , who makes us brothers and sisters in Christ. At the Easter vigil , we will renew our
baptismal promises and experience rebirth as new men and women by the working of the Holy Spirit.
This Lenten journey, like the entire pilgrimage of the Christian life, is even now illumined by the light of
the resurrection which inspires the thoughts , attitudes and decisions of the followers of Christ.
 Fasting,  prayer and almsgiving as preached by Jesus enable and express our conversion. The path of
poverty and self-denial  (fasting), concern and the loving care of the poor (almsgiving) and childlike
dialogue with the Father (prayer) make it possible for us to live lives of sincere faith, living hope and
effective charity. Faith calls us to accept the truth and testify to it before God and all our brothers and
sisters. In this Lenten season, accepting and living the truth revealed in Christ means, first of all, opening
our hearts to God’s word which the church passes on from one generation to the next. This truth is not
an abstract concept reserved for a chosen few. Instead, it is a message that all of us can receive and
understand thanks to the wisdom of a heart open to the grandeur of God, who loves us even before we
are aware of it. Christ himself is this truth. By taking on our humanity,  even to its very limits, he has
made himself the way - demanding, yet open to all – that leads to fullness of life.
Fasting, experienced as a form of self-denial, helps those who undertake it in simplicity of heart to
rediscover God’s gift and to recognise that , created in his image and likeness , we find our fulfilment in
him. In embracing the experience of poverty, those who fast make themselves poor with the poor and
accumulate the treasure of a love both received and shared. In this way, fasting helps us to love God and
our neighbour. St Thomas Aquinas teaches,  it is a movement outwards that focuses our attention on
others and considers them as one with ourselves. Lent is a time for believing, for welcoming God into
our lives and allowing him to “make his dwelling” among us (Jn14:23). Fasting involves being freed from
all that weighs us down - like consumerism or excess information, whether true or false - in order to
open the doors of our hearts to the One who comes to us, poor in all things, yet “full of grace and truth”
(Jn 1:14 the Son of God our Saviour).
Hope as “living water” enabling us to continue our journey.
The Samaritan woman at the well, whom Jesus asks for a drink does not understand what it means
when he says that he can offer her “living water” (Jn 4:10). Naturally, she thinks that he is referring to



material water, but Jesus is speaking of the Holy Spirit who he will give in abundance through the
paschal   mystery, bestowing hope that does not disappoint. Jesus had already spoken of this hope
when, in telling of his passion and death, he said that he would “be raised on the third day Mt 20:29
Jesus was speaking of the future opened up by the Father’s mercy. Hoping with him and because of him
means believing that history does not end with our mistakes , our violence and injustice , or the sin that
crucifies Love. It means receiving from his open heart the Father’s forgiveness.
In these times of trouble, when everything seems fragile and uncertain, it may appear challenging to
speak of hope. Yet Lent is precisely the season of hope, when we turn back to God who patiently
continues to care for his creation which we have often mistreated. (Laudato Si 32-33;43-44) St Paul
urges us to place our hope in reconciliation: “Be reconciled to God” (2 Cor5:20). By receiving forgiveness
in the sacrament that lies at the heart of our process of conversion, we in turn can spread forgiveness to
others. Having received forgiveness ourselves, we can offer it through our willingness to enter into
attentive dialogue with others and to give comfort  to those who are experiencing sorrow and pain.
God’s forgiveness , offered also through our words and actions, enables us to experience an Easter of
fraternity. In Lent, may we be increasingly concerned with “speaking words of comfort and strength,
consolation and encouragement , and not words that demean , sadden, anger or show scorn” (Fratelli
Tutti 223). In order to give hope to others. It is sometimes enough simply to be kind, to be, “willing to
set everything else aside in order to show interest, to give the gift of a smile to speak a word of
encouragement, to listen amid general indifference”.
Through recollection and silent prayer, hope is given to us as inspiration and interior light, illuminating
the challenges and choices we face in our mission. Hence the need to pray and, in secret to encounter
the Father of tender love. To experience Lent in hope entails growing in the realization that, in Jesus
Christ, we are witnesses of new times, in which  “God is making all things new” (Rev 2:1-6). It means
receiving the hope of Christ, who gives his life on the cross and was raised by God on the third day, and
always being prepared to make a defence to anyone who calls us to account for the hope that is in us
(1 Peter 3:15).

ST PAUL’S CHURCH: The church carpet was cleaned  this week  with very good results. A parishioner has
enquired  when  will the church be painted? It is on the diocesan agenda; however it is the diocesan
property and finance board who have the final say. St Paul’s has been painted in recent years.  The
diocese  have a  number of churches painted each year, some after a number  years waiting. It has  had
to support a significant number of Parishes  due to the fall in income since last March, to the tune of
£250.000. We will have to be patient with the diocese in the present financial situation as it may be
some time before the diocesan board will give permission. But, you never know, someone may  win the
Euro millions and donate a significant amount of money to the Parish of St Mary and St Paul, or to the
diocese, solving all our problems.

FEAST OF ST JOSEPH: Friday was the feast of St Joseph and  Pope Francis has dedicated the present
liturgical year to the patronage of St Joseph. The heavenly Father chose you, Saint Joseph, to be the
husband of the Holy Mother of God, and to watch over His only begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In
times of joy and trial, pray for us so that we too can recognise the loving plan of the Eternal Father, who
always works for the good of those who love Him. Teach us, Guardian of the Holy Family, to be attentive
to the promptings of the Holy Spirit; and to draw closer to the Lord Jesus in all circumstances of our lives
and above all, in the mystery of the Holy Eucharist. At last, we pray for us that we may happily join you,
the just and faithful servant, to praise God forever in the company of Our Lady and all the saints.
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD: Next Thursday we celebrate the announcement by the
Angel Gabriel to Mary that she had been chosen to be the Mother of God’s only Son. “Be it done onto
me according to his Word”

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 2021-22: The planned giving  boxes are available for collection at both
churches.
SECOND COLLECTION: Next week is for flowers for the altars.



BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Fifth Sunday of Lent

Priest: Let us come to God our Father in faith and hope, asking him to listen to our needs and those of
the suffering world.

We pray for the church: that the Pope, our bishops, priests and all the faithful may be given strength to
live their Christian lives more fully.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who will be received into the church during the  Easter season, may the community of
faith offer them support and encouragement they need to come closer to Christ.
Lord hear us

We pray for all who suffer or feel rejected, or who are wounded in body, mind or spirit: may the
example of Christ’s acceptance of suffering help them to find comfort in their uncertainties and
struggles.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are facing loss of any kind: may we listen to their pain , support them in their
anxieties and offer them hope and love
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died and have gone before us.: may they soon sing the song of victory, as
we await the restoration of all things.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray Hail Mary.

Priest: Father in your compassion and love accept our prayers and grant us what we need , through
Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Readings for Sunday 21st March 2021

Entrance Antiphon
Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a
nation that is faithless.  From the deceitful and cunning
rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength.

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah
31:31-34
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks –
when I will make a new covenant with the House of
Israel (and the House of Judah), but not a covenant like
the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so I had to
show them who was master. It is the Lord who speaks.
No, this is the covenant I will make with the House of
Israel when those days arrive – it is the Lord who
speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it
on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall
be my people. There will be no further need for
neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to say
to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, they will all
know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the
Lord who speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity and
never call their sin to mind.

Psalm 50

Response: A pure heart create for me, O God

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
  In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt
  and cleanse me from my sin. Response

A pure heart create for me, O God,
  put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
  nor deprive me of your holy spirit. Response

Give me again the joy of your help;
  with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that I may teach transgressors your ways
  and sinners may return to you. Response

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 5:7-9
During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and
entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had
the power to save him out of death, and he submitted
so humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he was
Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but having
been made perfect, he became for all who obey him
the source of eternal salvation.

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!
Whoever serves me must follow me, says the Lord;
and where I am, there also will my servant be. Glory to
you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to John
12:20-31
Among those who went up to worship at the festival
were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who
came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to
him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to
tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to
tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them:
‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. I tell you, most solemnly, unless a wheat
grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a
single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.
Anyone who loves his life loses it; anyone who hates
his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life. If a
man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I am, my
servant will be there too. If anyone serves me, my
Father will honour him. Now my soul is troubled. What
shall I say: Father, save me from this hour? But it was
for this very reason that I have come to this hour.
Father, glorify your name!’
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will
glorify it again.’ People standing by, who heard this,
said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an
angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for
my sake that this voice came, but for yours.
‘Now sentence is being passed on this world;
now the prince of this world is to be overthrown.
And when I am lifted up from the earth,
I shall draw all men to myself.’
By these words he indicated the kind of death he
would die.

Communion Antiphon
If a man serves me, says the Lord, he must follow me:
wherever I am, my servant will be there too.



The Gloria is not said during Lent

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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