
Fourth  Sunday in Lent                                        14th March  2021
THEME: Jesus brings hope to the lost and exiled.

The selfishness of sin always brings about misery, destruction and death. For the people of Israel it
produced the heartache of exile in a foreign country and for all of us it brings a hopeless and desolate
wandering, fraught and defensive, aimless and frightening. Yet through God’s immense love and mercy,
we are saved by this ‘death’ existence; Jesus has broken into our prisons and set us free.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm; Thursday 9-00am
St Mary’s: Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am; Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri 9-00am; Saturday 10-00am.

                          STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  After Mass on Saturday mornings.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning Mass, the vigil Mass on Saturday
and Sunday morning Masses.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR MASS: If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification,
preferably by email john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  John 3:14-21 The ultimate in allowing people back from exile is to come in person
and walk with them every step of the way. This is exactly what God has done , sending his Son into the
world among all its evil, misguided foolishness and weakness in order to walk the walk with us each step
of the road to reconciliation with our loving creator. Of course we are quite at liberty to reject his offer
and carry on struggling in our own independent darkness: even if we can’t see where we are going, we
tell ourselves, at least we will have been true to ourselves and made our own mistakes. On the surface
that may sound a valid and mature attitude, but on closer inspection we can see that it is centred on self
and therefore exclusive and potentially destructive. Any sin we commit has damaging effect on those
around us: we cannot sin in isolation. Rather we spread the darkness flooding out from our selfish
centres and block the light from ourselves and others.
The alternative is to accept Christ’s offer. It will mean relinquishing our assertive independence, which is
hard; it will mean opening our shutters so God’s light can flow in. The results will be  startling, exciting
and overwhelmingly joyful

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST: Prior to Vatican 2 there were comparatively few solemn High
Masses. Most celebrations of the Eucharist took place in great simplicity. There was no music and apart
from the altar boy , no minister other than the priest. While the celebration  may have taken no  longer
than  nine minutes, many were celebrated in a very short time. Even after the practice of frequent
Communion was adopted in the early twentieth century, this took place outside of the actual liturgical
order. Dom Botte, one of the main liturgical scholars of the post conciliar period, tells us how
communion was distributed in his youth:
Communion was distributed before mass, after mass, and in the middle of mass, but never at the
moment indicated by the liturgy. The schedule was the determining factor: Communion was distributed
every fifteen minutes. When mass began on the hour you were sure to see, as the clock struck quarter
past the hour, a priest in surplice come out of the sacristy , rush to the altar, and interrupt the celebrant
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in order to take the ciborium out of the tabernacle. The celebrant then was allowed to continue the
mass until he was disturbed again by the ciborium being returned to the tabernacle. All of this sounds
strange to us,  but we must keep in mind the ideas then current. Mass was no longer the prayer of the
Christian community. The clergy prayed entirely in place of and in the name of the community. As a
result, the faithful were only remotely involved and paid attention to their own personal prayers.
Communion appeared to be a private devotion without any special link to the mass.

MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT:  Jesus revealed to his disciples the deepest meaning of his
mission when he told them of his passion, death and resurrection, in fulfilment of the Father’s will. He
then called his disciples to share in this mission for the salvation of the world. During this season of
conversion, let us renew our faith , drawn from the “living water”  of hope and receive with open hearts
the love of God , who makes us brothers and sisters in Christ. At the Easter vigil , we will renew our
baptismal promises and experience rebirth as new men and women by the working of the Holy Spirit.
This Lenten journey, like the entire pilgrimage of the Christian life, is even now illumined by the light of
the resurrection which inspires the thoughts , attitudes and decisions of the followers of Christ.
 Fasting,  prayer and almsgiving as preached by Jesus enable and express our conversion. The path of
poverty and self-denial  (fasting) , concern and the loving care of the poor (almsgiving) and childlike
dialogue with the Father (prayer) make it possible for us to live lives of sincere faith, living hope and
effective charity.
Faith calls us to accept the truth and testify to it before God and all our brothers and sisters. In this
Lenten season, accepting and living the truth revealed in Christ means, first of all, opening our hearts to
God’s word which the church passes on from one generation to the next. This truth is not an abstract
concept reserved for a chosen few. Instead , it is a message that all of us can receive and understand
thanks to the wisdom of a heart open to the grandeur of God, who loves us even before we are aware of
it. Christ himself is this truth . By taking on our humanity , even to its very limits, he has made himself
the way - demanding , yet open to all – that leads to fullness of life.
Fasting, experienced as a form of self-denial, helps those who undertake it in simplicity of heart to
rediscover God’s gift and to recognise that , created in his image and likeness , we find our fulfilment in
him. In embracing the experience of poverty, those who fast make themselves poor with the poor and
accumulate the treasure of a love both received and shared. In this way, fasting helps us to love God and
our neighbour. St Thomas Aquinas teaches, it is a movement outwards that focuses our attention on
others and considers them as one with ourselves.
Lent is a time for believing, for welcoming God into our lives and allowing him to “make his dwelling”
among us (Jn14:23). Fasting involves being freed from all that weighs us down -like consumerism or
excess information, whether true or false -in order to open the doors of our hearts to the One who
comes to us, poor in all things , yet “full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14) the Son of God our Saviour. To be
continued.
SVP. The SVP collection last Sunday raised £281. They also received a very generous donation and they
wish to thank the doner for their great generosity.

HOLY WEEK CEREMONIES: Public Health have informed the bishops of England and Wales that the Holy
week  ceremonies can be resumed this year with amendment’s  to the Sacred  Liturgy. The Maundy
Thursday service will at 7-30 pm  and Good Friday  at 3-00pm in St Mary’s church. The Easter vigil
7.30pm in St Paul’s church.

CAFOD: St Mary’s £273.00 St Paul’s £210.00.

COLLECTIONS:  St Mary’s £758. St Paul’s £740.83 . Thank you.
REST: We need times for quality rest. Even God rested after his work of creation which gives rest a
divine dimension. (Genesis 2:2-4) If we are without the rest our bodies need, then the health of our
bodies will suffer. If our souls go without the rest they need they too will begin to break apart. I recently
saw a Road Safety warning on a billboard that said: “Tiredness kills”  . Yes, tiredness can kill not just the
body but the soul if it does not rest in God. May every area of our lives rest in Him and be refreshed. Billy
Swan “Love has a source”.



BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Fourth Sunday of Lent

Priest: Having been reminded of how much God our Father loves us we confidently turn to him in
prayer.

We pray for the Pope that he may continue to guide us with courage and wisdom of his own inspiring
example.
Lord, hear us

We pray for men and women who have drifted from Christ: may the image of Christ on the cross give
them courage to return home.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who suffer in mind, body or heart: that they may experience the love and compassion of
God.
Lord, hear us

We pray for ourselves: that we may be inspired by God’s vision of us as “God’s work of art”
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died and have gone before us.: may they soon sing the song of victory, as
we await the restoration of all things.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray Hail Mary.

Priest: God our Father, we ask you to hear our prayers we offer in the power of your Holy Spirit, through
the one whom you sent into the world to bring salvation, your Son , Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.



The Readings for Sunday 14th March 2021

Entrance Antiphon Rejoice, Jerusalem! Be glad
for her, you who love her; rejoice with her, you
who mourned for her, and you will find
contentment at her consoling breasts.

A Reading from the Second Book of Chronicles
36:14-16,19-23
All the heads of the priesthood, and the people
too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all the
shameful practices of the nations and defiling the
Temple that the Lord had consecrated for himself
in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of their ancestors,
tirelessly sent them messenger after messenger,
since he wished to spare his people and his house.
But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they
despised his words, they laughed at his prophets,
until at last the wrath of the Lord rose so high
against his people that there was no further
remedy.   Their enemies burned down the Temple
of God, demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set fire
to all its palaces, and destroyed everything of
value in it. The survivors were deported by
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve
him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came
to power. This is how the word of the Lord was
fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until
this land has enjoyed its sabbath rest, until
seventy years have gone by, it will keep sabbath
throughout the days of its desolation.’  And in the
first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word
of the Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the
Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to
issue a proclamation and to have it publicly
displayed throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus speaks
Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth; he has ordered me to build him a Temple in
Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you
of all his people, may his God be with him! Let him
go up.

Psalm 136 Response: O let my tongue cleave to
my mouth if I remember you not!
By the rivers of Babylon there we sat and wept,
  remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there
  we hung up our harps. Response
For it was there that they asked us, our captors,
for songs,
  our oppressors, for joy.
‘Sing to us,’ they said,
  ‘one of Zion’s songs.’ Response

O how could we sing the song of the Lord
  on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
  let my right hand wither! Response
O let my tongue cleave to my mouth
  if I remember you not,
if I prize not Jerusalem
  above all my joys! Response
A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to
the Ephesians 2:4-10
God loved us with so much love that he was
generous with his mercy: when we were dead
through our sins, he brought us to life with
Christ – it is through grace that you have been
saved – and raised us up with him and gave us a
place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus. This was
to show for all ages to come, through his
goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely
rich he is in grace. Because it is by grace that you
have been saved, through faith; not by anything of
your own, but by a gift from God; not by anything
that you have done, so that nobody can claim the
credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ
Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he
had meant us to live it.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!  God
loved the world so much that he gave his only
Son: everyone who believes in him has eternal
life. Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to
John 3:14-21
Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of Man must be
lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
desert, so that everyone who believes may have
eternal life in him. Yes, God loved the world so
much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not be lost but may have
eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world
not to condemn the world, but so that through
him the world might be saved. No one who
believes in him will be condemned; but whoever
refuses to believe is condemned already, because
he has refused to believe in the name of God’s
only Son. On these grounds is sentence
pronounced: that though the light has come into
the world men have shown they prefer darkness
to the light because their deeds were evil. And
indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the
light and avoids it, for fear his actions should be
exposed; but the man who lives by the truth
comes out into the light, so that it may be plainly
seen that what he does is done in God.’



Communion Antiphon  To Jerusalem, that binds
them together in unity, the tribes of the Lord go
up to give him praise.

The Gloria is not said during Lent

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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