
Fourth  Sunday of Easter                                               25th April  2021
THEME: The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.

We actually belong to Christ, so his care for us is responsible and whole-hearted, like a good shepherd
who owns his sheep and is prepared to defend them  with his life. Through the strength of Christ’s life in
us, we can bring healing and wholeness to the world: through him, one day, we shall be enabled  to see
the full glory of God.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s:   Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm.  Thursday 9-00am
                         St Mary’s:  Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am; Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9-00am
                                             Saturday 10-00am Wednesday 10-00am requiem mass

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away but we have to follow the guide lines)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the
vigil mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

Scripture Passage: John 10:11-18.  The image of the good shepherd is so full through caring and security
that it has been a source of comfort for centuries. In the beautiful 22/ 23 Psalm David took the standpoint
of the sheep being led by the Lord, the shepherd. His own experience  of tending to his father’s sheep
gave him particular insight and sympathy.
It is quite possible that as a child Jesus also tended the village sheep, and he would certainly have known
David’s Psalm, so it is particularly apt that he should take the same beautiful image and refer to himself as
the good shepherd.
There is all the difference in the world between  a hired man  and being the shepherd to whom the sheep
belong.   Working as usual from the practical situations that his hearers  would understand, Jesus explains
the kind of love he has for us; it is costly love, responsible  and completely dedicated. His death proved his
words could be trusted , and as we live in his risen life that same unlimited love will blossom and fruit in
us.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: First Holy Communion will be celebrated with the children in year 4 in St
Mary’s school, on Saturday June 26th and Saturday July 10th  at 10-00am and St Paul’s school,
Saturday July 3rd at 9-30am.  We had to cancel Saturday June 19th due to continued restrictions on
that date. St Mary’s school will celebrate their special  day in St Mary’s church. St Paul’s school in St
Paul’s church
Catholic children who attend community schools and have not had appropriate sacramental
preparation  will not be able to make their First Communion on the above dates.
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SHREWSBURY YOUTH MISSION TEAM: THE LIVING ROOM. The living room is a space for  young
adults (18+) to gather , grow and journey together in faith and friendship. We are inviting young
adults to join us on the last Thursday of each month from 7-00pm. We have discussions , questions,
time to chat and just be together. Most importantly there will be space to connect with God in the
midst of our busy lives. If you fall into this group, or know someone who does, please get in touch
with us for details. The group currently meets via Zoom but we hope that when circumstance allow
we will be able to meet in person! The dates are 29th April, 27th May, June 24th, July 29th August
26th. You don’t have to commit to all these dates.   Time of meeting is 7-00pm via zoom. For further
information, email  Shrewsbury Youth Team.  youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org

 DAY OF PRAYER & FASTING FOR LIFE: On Tuesday 27th April, 53rd anniversary of the legalisation of
abortion, please pray and fast for the end of abortion and euthanasia. Your prayers and fasting is
urgently needed .Pray especially that ‘buffer zones’ will not be introduced around abortion ‘clinics’.
This information was sent to the parishes by The Good Counsel Network on 02077231740

POPES MESSAGE ON EARTH DAY: Pope Francis said the Planet was “at the brink” and humanity had
to avoid the “path of self-destruction”. The Pope who has issued many appeals for environmental
protection since his election in 2013 spoke in two video messages, one for the Earth Day live internet
event and another for a global climate summit hosted by the US. President Joe Biden “Now is the
time to act. We are on the brink”. Francis, who has backed the scientific consensus that global
warming is partly man-made, cited the COVID-19 pandemic coupled with the effects of climate
change and said nature could not continue to be disrespected, because it would “no longer forgive”
“When the destruction of nature is sparked , it is difficult to stop. But we are still in  time and we will
be  more resilient if we work together instead of alone” he said.
He said now was the time for innovation and urged political leaders to act with courage and justice. In
the event hosted by Joe Biden, at which the United States and other countries hiked their targets for
slashing greenhouse gas emissions, Francis said people had “to care for nature so that it cares for us”

GOD WILL SAVE ME: A terrible storm came into town  and local officials sent out an emergency warning
that the river banks would soon overflow and flood the nearby homes. They ordered everyone in the
town to evacuate  immediately.
A faithful Christian man heard the warning and decided to stay saying to himself, “ I will trust God and if I
am in danger, then God will send a divine miracle to save me”.
The neighbours came to his house and said to him “We’re leaving  and there is room for you in our car,
please come with us!” But the man declined. “I have faith that God will save me”.

As the man stood on his porch watching the water rise up the steps, a man in a canoe paddled by and
called to him, “Hurry and come into my canoe, the waters are rising quickly!” but the man again said “No
thanks God will save me.”
The flood waters rose higher pouring water into the living room and the man had to retreat to the second
floor. A Police motorboat came by and saw him at the window. “We will come up and rescue you!” they
shouted. But the man refused, waving them off saying, “Use your time to save someone else! I have faith
that God will save me!”
The flood waters rose higher and higher and the man had to climb up to his roof top.
A helicopter spotted him and dropped a rope ladder. A rescue officer came down the ladder and leaded
with the man, “Grab my hand and I will pull you up!” But the man still refused, folding his arms tightly  to
his body. “No thank you! God will save me!
Shortly after, the house broke up in the flood waters and swept the man away and he drowned.
When in Heaven, the man stood before God and asked,  “I put all my faith in You.  Why didn’t You come
to save me?”
And God said, “Son, I sent you a warning. I sent you a car. I sent you a canoe. I sent you a motorboat. I
sent you a helicopter. What more were you looking for?”



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Fourth Sunday of Easter
Priest: 
We can bring our prayers and petitions before the Lord, trusting in his goodness, for God is our Father and
knows our every need.

We pray for our Pope and all pastoral leaders in the Church: that they may protect it  against corruption
and worldliness, and strive to maintain the unity of the one flock.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for the nations of the world: that all people will have the opportunity  and the openness to
respond to the message of life and reconciliation which the Gospel offers.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those discerning a vocation to the priesthood, consecrated or religious life: that they may
recognise God’s invitation and have courage to respond.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who exercise public authority: that they may serve, and never exploit or neglect, those
who look to them for protection.
Lord hear us:

We pray for young people who are anxious about their future: that the good shepherd will lead them to
the right opportunities for education and satisfying employment.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those whom this fast racing world has marginalised: that communities will be moved to
gather in all who may feel lost, left out or left behind.
Lord, hear us
We pray for our own special needs.
We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.
Priest:
Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear these prayers through Christ. Amen
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