
Palm Sunday Year A                5th April 2020
THEME: Hosanna to Jesus, our King!
As Prince of Peace, Jesus enters Jerusalem, and the people acclaim him as Lord. At the heart of our
rejoicing is the pain of what he is bound to suffer in redeeming us through unflinching love. Yet we still
certainly rejoice, for we know him to have won the victory; he is our everlasting Lord and king.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES: Guidelines have been given for the celebration of the Holy Week ceremonies
without a congregation.  Fr Oliver will celebrate each ceremony privately at the time stated below for
the temporal and spiritual welfare of the community.  Please join him in spirit.  You can also join in the
ceremonies celebrated in the Cathedral via livestream http://shrewsburycathedral.org/webcam

PALM SUNDAY: 9:00am St Mary’s; 8:30am and 10:45am Cathedral livestream.  No blessing of Palms

MAUNDY THURSDAY: 7:30pm St Mary’s and Cathedral livestream. Mass of the Last Supper only. No
procession to the altar of repose and the reserved Sacrament will be kept in the Tabernacle.

GOOD FRIDAY: 3:00pm St Mary’s and Cathedral livestream. The reading of the Passion, Prayers of
intercession including a special prayer for the afflicted in this time of pandemic. Simple veneration of the
cross, followed by the reception of Holy Communion.

Intercession in time of pandemic: Let us pray also for all those who are suffer the consequences of the
current pandemic, that God the Father may grant health to the sick, strength to those who care for
them, comfort to families and salvation to all the victims who have died. Priest prays: Almighty ever
living God, only support of our human weakness, look with compassion upon the sorrowful condition of
your children who suffer because of this pandemic; relieve the pain of the sick, give strength to those
who care for them, welcome into your peace those who have died and, throughout this time of
tribulation, grant that we may all find comfort in your merciful love.  Through Christ our Lord.

HOLY SATURDAY: 7:30pm St Mary’s; 8:15pm Cathedral livestream. The preparation of the fire is
omitted, the Paschal candle is lit without ceremony and procession, followed by the Easter Proclamation
(the Exultet). The ceremony continues with the Liturgy of the Word, Psalms and prayers, the Renewal of
Baptismal Promises, without the blessing of the water and then the liturgy of the Eucharist.

HOLY WEEK THEMES AND SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:
PALM SUNDAY:  Matthew 26:14-27:66. The events of the first Palm Sunday are recorded in the Gospels.
Jesus, who was famous for his teaching and miracles, was cheered into Jerusalem by crowds who hoped
he was leading an uprising against the Romans, they sang and threw branches before him as he rode on
a donkey, fulfilling an ancient prophecy. We must do more than remember these events and through
the reading of the Passion we are drawn into praying for a share in his suffering and in his rising.

MAUNDY THURSDAY:  Christ gives the Passover new meaning. The Passover feast, celebrated year
after year, was a celebration of God intervening to liberate his people from slavery. The blood of the
Lamb protected them, and the lamb was both a sacrifice and food for them as they began their journey.
Now Christ offers himself in the bread and wine and in the washing of his disciples’ feet. His sacrifice
liberates us from the slavery of sin.
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John 13: 1-15. Strangely (in worldly terms as least), our liberation from servitude to sin results in our
acting as servants to one another; not very important servants either, if feet washing is anything to go
by. So how can we account for this paradox? The answer is in the word ‘love’. There is all the difference
in the world between grudgingly doing something because we are forced to, and lovingly doing
something because we care in a personal way. Christ’s death did not free us from unpleasant or difficult
situations, nor from demanding relationships; what it does free us from is the inward-looking self
centeredness that make us see our personal survival, comfort and success as being of primary
importance. As soon as love for God and each other usurps that self at the hub of our lives, attitudes
change, resentment melts, bitterness softens to understanding, needs become opportunities to show
our affection in practical ways and duties turn into joy-filled privileges. This is the freedom that Christ
died for; and it enables us to realise our potential as co-workers with our loving creator.

GOOD FRIDAY: Through his wounds we are healed.  Jesus yearns so much for us to be saved that he is
prepared to lay down his life for us, allowing the burden of the whole world’s evil to rest on his
shoulders. Not once does he stop loving and forgiving. His death is no failure, but an accomplishment of
cosmic proportions. Christ, by taking the just reward for our sin, has brought us life and freedom.
John 18:1-19, 42 Friday was the day for sacrificing the Passover lamb in the Temple. At the last supper
Jesus had prepared his disciples for the new Passover when he gave them the bread and wine and spoke
of sacrificing his own body and blood for the forgiveness of the sin of the world. Now with the Passover
preparations complete, the Lamb of God is slaughtered at the same time as the Passover lamb. While
their death marks and celebrates physical liberation, Christ’s death marks and celebrates the freedom of
eternal and universal salvation.

EASTER VIGIL: New life through the resurrection. Having been obedient even to death, Jesus has
accomplished our redemption, and now breaks through death’s barrier into new life, which will never
end. We too can share that everlasting life as we die to sin in baptism and are raised to new life, which
will never end. We too can share that everlasting life as we die to sin in baptism and are raised to a new
rich and fulfilling life engendered by our Saviour. The Easter Vigil takes place after dark and before dawn
on Easter day. This above all others is a time for commitment and re-dedication. The Easter candle is lit
and lights up the surroundings as a symbol of the light which is Christ overcame the darkness. The story
of God’s dealings with us from the dawn of creation is proclaimed in the scriptures. The whole
community renews its baptismal commitment and with that promise to go forward together to share
the food and drink of life, we make our prayers that the Holy Spirit will unleash into our lives the full
power of the risen Christ. The three-day feast comes to a close, but it is just the beginning. So much is
put before us it will take another 51 weeks just to scratch the surface of what it all means. The symbols,
water, oil, light, bread and wine will recur as the year unfolds; the mystery of Christ dying and rising will
be a constant source of amazement. God always promises more than we can expect so we put no limits
on worship.

CHRISM MASS: The Archbishops of England and Wales, noting that the Holy Father has deferred the
celebration of the Chrism Mass, have asked that a gesture of solidarity with the Holy Father is made by
postponing the Chrism Mass within the Conference. Once the restrictions of the pandemic are raised,
the Chrism Mass and the blessing of the Oils and the Consecration of the Chrism will take place with the
bishop, priests and the faithful present.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.
Visiting of the sick is currently suspended.

OFFERTORY: If you are able, please continue to place your weekly offering in your envelopes to bring to
church when things return to normal.  You can also transfer your offering electronically each week or
take this opportunity to set up a standing order.  The sort code and account numbers for each parish are
as follows: St Mary’s Dukinfield 30-15-52 54596168; St Paul’s Hyde 30-15-52 54609568


