
Pentecost Sunday                                                              23rd May 2021  
THEME: The Church receives the Holy Spirit
Like tongues of fire and a rushing wind, the Holy Spirit of God anoints the apostles with amazing power. Its
immediate effect is to send them out, proclaiming the marvels of God; and as a sign of unity and
universality of the kingdom of heaven they are lucid in many languages. As Christ’s Body, we are called to
proclaim the wonderful truth that the Spirit has revealed.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s:   Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm.  Thursday 9-00am
   St Mary’s:  Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9-00am Sat 10-00am

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass, please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away, but we have to follow the guidelines)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

RECENT DEATH: Catherine Gregory. We offer our sympathy to her family, relatives and friends.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  John 17: 19-23 The whole purpose of receiving the Spirit, then, is to use it. When we
are sent out in the Spirit’s power to tell others that God loves them in a way they have always longed to be
loved, loyally, honestly, uncompromisingly and tenderly. We are to invite others to come and meet Jesus
for themselves; to introduce them to him both through our attitudes to people and events, and also by
suggesting passages in the Bible that they read, praying with them and telling them what Christ means to
us and how he has changed our lives.
It is all too easy to assume everyone knows where to come and what to read if they are interested; but we
cannot make such assumptions. There is widespread ignorance today about the good news that means so
much to us, and we are commissioned to make sure the news is spread. We never need worry about what
words to use; if we live in the Spirit, he will give us the best ones.

THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES: Episcopal Letter for Pentecost 2021. The
solemnity of Pentecost reminds us that everything which exists, every person and the whole of creation, is
a gift of “God the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth”, God our loving Father creates and
continues to give life to the world through His Word, Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. The
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the church, which we celebrate at Pentecost, is not something separate
from creation. God’s revelation of himself in creation is inseparable from the revelation of his love for us in
Christ and in his desire to live in us through his Holy Spirit.
‘God’s Spirit is always everywhere “the Lord, giver of life”’ and the voice of Pentecost is echoed in the voice
of creation being transformed into the glorious liberty of God’s children.’ In this liberty, as God’s children,
we call on the Spirit to ‘renew the face of the Earth’. And as his children, we are called, in turn, to use this
liberty for the good of creation and for the good of all that brings life. Our world, of God’s creation, is a
precious gift to us. It is our common home entrusted to each generation. But how have used that glorious
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liberty? How do we honour the precious gift? Are we really demonstrating love, care and respect for our
common home?
As we celebrate Pentecost this year, we are acutely aware of the damage that continues to be inflicted on
the Earth, and the repercussions for the well-being of our brothers and sisters both here in our own
countries and, more especially, in the poorest countries of our world. Pope Benedict xvi and Pope Francis
have both taught us that everything is interconnected and interdependent. The way we live our everyday
lives has an impact on everyone and on the earth. The urgency of the situation, and the enormity of the
challenges we face, have spurred us to speak out together this Pentecost Sunday, as Bishops of England,
Wales and Scotland, about the role of the Catholic Church and our faith must play in our shared care for
God’s gift to us.
For all too long we have either been ignorant of, or ignored, the systematic exploitation of our planet and
the unsustainable consumption of its resources. While accepting the crucial need and demand for energy
for the benefit of the poorest of our brothers and sisters, the provision of our energy must, nonetheless, be
by means which radically reduce of carbon-based fuels. In our political thinking, there must be a new global
understanding of our world, where nations recognise our common responsibility for the dignity of all
people and their rights to sustainable livelihoods, in authentic freedom. Pope Francis speaks of a global
politics that looks beyond our own needs to the needs of, most especially, the poor and the marginalised.
But we cannot leave the healing of our common home and the wellbeing and care of our brothers and
sisters merely to a response from industry and governments. Our own local concern and action is
necessary and has far reaching consequences. We all have a part to play, each and every one of us, in the
routines, choices and decisions of our everyday lives and our aspirations for the future. The actions of
parishes, families, schools, and individuals will have a significant impact on our efforts to restore our
common home. These are the many resources, freely available, to advise us on our choice of food, saving
of water and electricity, suggestions about travel, waste, and re-use. These are the measures that everyone
can employ, in some degree, with minimal inconvenience and change. They are effective ways in which we
can each reaffirm our personal vocation to be stewards of creation.
This Pentecost comes at a time of remarkable challenge and opportunity. We are gradually emerging from
the tragedies and restrictions of the pandemic. We have the ability to make changes. Our countries are
also hosting two most important meetings this year, the G7 in June and COP26 in November. These
meetings will gather together men and women who have the power to make defining choices and polices
which will help us build back better, provide for brothers and sisters and take care of our common home.
In all our human endeavours, we need the presence of the Holy Spirit, “the Lord, the Giver of life”, whose
gift to the Church and the world we celebrate again at Pentecost. Let us keep this feast with that enduring
hope that we can begin to repair the damage we have done and provide a healthy home for future
generations. Our hope will be strengthened by our prayer. May our constant request be that the Holy Spirit
guide us, strengthen our resolve and ‘renew the face of the earth’

ST MARY & ST PAUL PARISH ACCOUNT: The parish accounts have been amalgamated, and the account
name is now St Mary & St Paul. You don’t have to anything if you have a standing order in place, these
have been updated automatically. If you write a cheque, please remember to make it out to St Mary & St
Paul. To donate online you will need to use the following Sort Code and Account Number, to make sure it
goes through: SRCDT-No 234025 St Mary & St Paul, 30-15-52 54596168

THE COLUMBAN FAMILY: The Columban Fathers were founded in Ireland in 1916 by two graduates of
Maynooth National Seminary, Father (later bishop) Edward Galvin and Father John Blowick. Their mission
was to China. The primary aim of the Columbans is inculturation of the Gospel in cross culture
environments. They engage in reconciliation, dialogue and building relationships between peoples of
different faiths, cultures and ideologies.  At the heart of their work is the call to help people to become
fully human, help to establish a world of peace with justice and care for the integrity of creation in
solidarity with the poor. In order to do this effectively they strive to read the signs of the times through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, willing to take risks of meeting the challenges that confront them.
The Columban Sisters were founded in 1924, and have missionaries in many countries where the



Columban Fathers are and they minister together in various ministries. They have houses in London and
Glasgow.

Columban Lay Missionaries have for many years now ministered with the Fathers and Sisters in their many
missions around the world. They are mainly single adults (some married couples) with a deep faith and a
keen sense of mission. After a training period, they are contracted with the Columban Lay missionary
programme for a minimum of three years, which is renewable for a second term and again for a longer
term of six years. They have two Filipino women, and a Chilean family who are lay missionaries in
Birmingham and they are expecting a new group of three women to arrive in Britain this year.  Father John
Collins will be making the appeal for the Columban Missionaries this weekend.

FAMILIES’ VOLUNTEERS-CARITAS: Safe Caritas Shrewsbury are helping their partner charity Safe Families
to recruit volunteers. Safe Families link children, young people and families with local volunteers from
churches who can offer them help and support. They work in over 35 Local Authorities around the UK to
offer hope, belonging and support to children, families and care leavers. If you wish to receive further
information, please contact them directly on https://safefamilies.uk/volunteer/

ST MARY’S SCHOOL: The Governors have appointed  Angela Bradbury as Deputy head teacher of St Mary’s
from September 1st 2021. Angela is at present on the teaching staff at St Hebert’s Catholic Primary school,
Chadderton, Oldham and is a member of St Joseph’s parish, Sale.

OFFRERTORY COLLECTION: This will be taken on your arrival in Church this weekend, one of the helpers
will be available to assist. The mission appeal collection will be taken as you leave at the end of Mass.
Thank you.

The American priest and writer Lawrence Lovasik wrote, “kind words have a creative force, a power that
concurs in the building up of all that is good, and energy that showers blessings upon the world” love
recognise the power of words to transform and to be constructive. Among animals, human beings, as
rational animals, are experts at words. Other animals communicate with gestures and noises, but only
human beings have the power to articulate speech. Language is endlessly creative, from street slang to the
greatest works of literature. We can think of how these great works penetrate our culture, the Odyssey of
Homer, the Divine Comedy, Dante, the sonnets of Shakespeare. Traditional cultures transmit stories and
histories by word of mouth, so ensuring continuity in their way of life.
We also know that words can deceive and destroy. St James says that the tongue is like a small flame which
can set alight huge forests. We all know the corrosive effect that gossip and lies can have on a person’s life,
and the lives of whole communities. Human beings thrive on truth. It is part of nature to want to know and
communicate the truth, and language is at its most noble when it tells the truth. Truthful language reflects
reality and builds up community. To tell the truth about God, who is beyond our understanding we need
divine inspiration. Namely the Holy Spirit. Extract from Redemptorist publications.

https://safefamilies.uk/volunteer/#https://safefamilies.uk/volunteer/


BIDDING PRAYERS for Pentecost  Sunday
Priest: 
Moved by the Holy Spirit, let us make our prayers and petitions known

We pray for the Pope, bishops and priests: may they continue to preach and to lead us to the fulness of
truth.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for the whole Church: may she be continually renewed by the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for each one of us: may we grow in holiness and bear abundantly the fruits of the Holy Spirit.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all those in political and economic power: may they be guided into the ways of justice peace
and truth.
Lord hear us.

We pray for those who are unwell in mind and body: may they experience the healing presence of the Holy
Spirit.
Lord hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.

Priest: God our Father, you hear the cries of your people: grant us all that we ask in faith, in the power of
the Holy Spirit, through Christ our Lord. Amen



The Readings for Pentecost Sunday 23rd May 2021

Entrance Antiphon The Spirit of the Lord has filled
the whole world and that which contains all things
understands what is said, alleluia.

Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11
When Pentecost day came round, they had all met
in one room, when suddenly they heard what
sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the
noise of which filled the entire house in which they
were sitting; and something appeared to them that
seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and
came to rest on the head of each of them. They
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to
speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the
gift of speech.

  Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem
from every nation under heaven, and at this sound
they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear
these men speaking his own language. They were
amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these
men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen
that each of us hears them in his own native
language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people
from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors
from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans
and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own
language about the marvels of God.’

Psalm 103

Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face
of the earth.
Bless the Lord, my soul!
  Lord God, how great you are,
How many are your works, O Lord!
  The earth is full of your riches. Response

You take back your spirit, they die,
  returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth your spirit, they are created;
  and you renew the face of the earth. Response

May the glory of the Lord last for ever!
  May the Lord rejoice in his works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to him.
  I find my joy in the Lord. Response

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the
Galatians 5:16-25
If you are guided by the Spirit you will be in no
danger of yielding to self-indulgence, since self-
indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is
totally against such a thing, and it is precisely
because the two are so opposed that you do not
always carry out your good intentions. If you are
led by the Spirit, no law can touch you. When self-
indulgence is at work the results are obvious:
fornication, gross indecency and sexual
irresponsibility; idolatry and sorcery; feuds and
wrangling, jealousy, bad temper and quarrels;
disagreements, factions, envy; drunkenness, orgies
and similar things. I warn you now, as I warned you
before: those who behave like this will not inherit
the kingdom of God. What the Spirit brings is very
different: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self-control.
There can be no law against things like that, of
course. You cannot belong to Christ Jesus unless
you crucify all self-indulgent passions and desires.
Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the
Spirit.

Sequence

Alleluia, alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of
your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your
love. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to John
15:26-27,16:12-15
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘When the Advocate comes,
whom I shall send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who issues from the Father,

Holy Spirit, Lord of Light,
From the clear celestial height
Thy pure beaming radiance give.

Come, thou Father of the poor,
Come with treasures which
endure
Come, thou light of all that live!

Thou, of all consolers best,
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest,
Dost refreshing peace bestow

Thou in toil art comfort sweet
Pleasant coolness in the heat
Solace in the midst of woe.

Light immortal, light divine,
Visit thou these hearts of thine,
And our inmost being fill:

If thou take thy grace away,
Nothing pure in man will stay
All his good is turned to ill.

Heal our wounds, our strength
renew
On our dryness pour thy dew
Wash the stains of guilt away:

Bend the stubborn heart and will
Melt the frozen, warm the chill
Guide the steps that go astray.

Thou, on us who evermore
Thee confess and thee adore,
With thy sevenfold gifts descend:

Give us comfort when we die
Give us life with thee on high
Give us joys that never end.



he will be my witness.
And you too will be witnesses,
because you have been with me from the outset.
‘I still have many things to say to you
but they would be too much for you now.
But when the Spirit of truth comes
he will lead you to the complete truth,
since he will not be speaking as from himself
but will say only what he has learnt;
and he will tell you of the things to come.
He will glorify me,
since all he tells you
will be taken from what is mine.
Everything the Father has is mine;
that is why I said:
All he tells you
will be taken from what is mine.’

Communion Antiphon They were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke of the marvels of God,
alleluia.

Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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