
Pentecost Sunday                 31st May 2020

THEME: The church receives God’s Holy Spirit
Coming first to the apostles as they waited in prayer, the Holy Spirit has continued to be poured out on
Christ’s followers ever since. If we open ourselves to receive it, the body of Christ will charged with his
life.

EASTER TIME ENDS TODAY: I have celebrated Palm Sunday, Holy week and the whole of Easter without
the presence of the parish community, a very strange experience to say the least. However every day
during the private celebration of Holy mass, I focused on all the families that would have been present
each day, asking our Heavenly Father to be close to the whole community, as we go about our daily
lives, especially those who were called to serve the needs of the community at all levels. We thank you
for your generosity and courage.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE. John 20:19-23. Whenever people come together to focus their hope on their Lord
and submerge their own selfishness in their longing to be part of him, Jesus stands among them and his
presence is powerfully experienced in a wave of joy. Although at such times Christians are aware of their
unworthiness, Christ’s presence does not give rise to an inward groan of despair as one might expect,
when he is so loving, and we have let him down so often. Instead there is a sense of contentment and
tranquillity; a light-heartedness as all problems are seen in the context of someone who is loving,
forgiving, and in full control. Faces relax and eyes soften; many feel great warmth of affection for those
around them; many feel very close to loved ones who have died, as if the barrier of death is no longer
there.
Such cherished times bind Christians together in the life of our Lord, and it is from such experiences of a
real presence that all mission must spring. With the peace of God in us (which is, as Paul knew, quite
beyond reasoned understanding) we shall be literally ‘inspired’ or ‘breathed into the life of Jesus’, so
that we shall be able to bring him to each room we visit and each person we meet.

THE NATIONAL PASTORAL CONGRESS LIVERPOOL 1980:  Forty years ago, some 2,100 Catholics and a
few ecumenical guests gathered in Liverpool for the largest deliberate gathering of its kind that the
Catholic Church in England and Wales had ever held.  The following is a summary of the memories of Pat
Jones one of those who helped plan and facilitate the event. Between the opening liturgy in Liverpool
Cathedral on Friday May 2nd, 1980 and the concluding Eucharist on Tuesday May 6th, also in the
Cathedral, the National Pastoral Congress occupied five days of intense debate, celebration and prayer.

In his homily delivered during the closing Mass, Cardinal Basil Hume voiced the thoughts of many when
he said that the presence of the Holy Spirit “has been sensed by all of us and in quite a remarkable way”.
Although few if any of us had heard the word “synodality”, it is clear looking back that the congress
could be best described as a synodal process. The Congress took place only fifteen years after Vatican
Council II, it was also an experience of reception of the Council and its teaching by the church in England
and Wales. The Congress was a culmination of two years of intense preparation involving parishes,
Deanerys, Religious, catholic charities and organisations. Early in 1979, more than 100,000 people
responded to a survey inviting them to suggest what issues they would like to see included on the
Congress agenda.
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When the Congress itself began, lay people, clergy and Religious worked together as equals, in seven
three-day mini conferences of around 300 people each in different venues across the city. Resolutions
were formulated and voted upon and the results made public. Thirty topics were covered, including
many sensitive issues that 40 years later are still high on the agenda: the situation of divorced and
remarried Catholics, mandatory celibacy for priests; women and ordained ministry. The congress looked
outwards to conflict in Northern Ireland. Racism and unemployment were also addressed.
Shortly after the Congress ended, the Bishops issued their own reflective response, somewhat more
cautious in tone, The Easter People, a sort of post synodal exhortation.  For some, the addition of a
separate episcopal voice was a disappointment. It seemed a contradiction of the mutuality that had
characterised the Congress experience. For others the bishops’ document lacked clarity of what they
had hoped would emerge from the two year process: the elusive idea of a national pastoral strategy. As
so often with events of this kind, it is clear looking back that the task of follow-up was more complex
than any of us had recognised. Some two years later, Pope John Paul came to the U.K., and attention
was soon diverted into the planning of another historic event.
The question often asked about such events is whether they made a difference. The answer is always
complicated and often localised. In Liverpool under the leadership of Archbishop Derek Worlock – a
prime mover of the congress, ministries and structures were developed that closely reflected its vision.
Other dioceses did other things echoing the Congress pattern.  In a direct follow-up, at the next synod of
bishops in Rome on marriage and family life, Cardinal Hume and Archbishop Worlock each made
interventions that reflected the mind of the congress. Forty years on, I am struck by how many of the
reforms asked for by the delegates have become part of the ordinary life of the church. Adult formation,
RCIA, lay ministries, Catholic Social teaching is studied more, ministry to marriage and family life is
stronger.
Today bishops speak out more forcefully on a range of social and ethical issues, change is always more
contingent than we think and causality is hard to establish. Much depends on your angle of vision and
your expectations of a project such as the Congress or a synod. Multiple perspectives are needed, and a
longer view helps. What the Congress was, and what it did were significant, quite apart from what it
said.
The Congress had significant elements of what Pope Francis describes as the “inverted pyramid”
experience of church. It began from the base, and invited the voices of all. All the bishops, including
some of the grand figures of pre conciliar English Catholicism sat in one of the small groups and listened.
This in itself was a powerful symbol, in the way that Pope Francis’ actions today so often are.
In terms of “reception”, the delegates to the Congress explored Vatican 2, not as a collection of
documents but as an invitation to travel in a different way. They declared that the path ahead could only
be found together; that all the voices mattered; that nothing was too sensitive to discuss; and that
tensions and disagreements   could be voiced and respected. It tried to see who we were, as the catholic
community in this context of England and Wales and what we needed to do next. The congress was
about using our faith as a critical tool to examine and refresh our mission. It was not perfect or
complete, but it was a serious attempt at what we could now call synodality.
Our attention to Pope Francis’ call to become a synodal Church has for now concentrated on the way he
is affirming and transforming structures of episcopal collegiality in the synod of bishops and the synod of
the Amazon. In a synodal church everyone listens and learns, because the Spirit is active in all. One of
the bishop’s roles as a disciple, is listening to the faith of the people. There are risks here. Synodality
should not be a thin overlay on what we already do. Synodality involves skills, practices and habits. At its
heart lies discernment, the practice of listening to discover the purposes of God which needs grounding
in spirituality and prayer. Formed in Ignatian spirituality and prayer, Pope Francis has brought this
practice to the whole life and mission of the church.
We have moved forward as a church in many ways the Congress vision hoped for,  but we have not as
yet found satisfactory structures at diocesan or at national level that truly enable what we now begin to
understand synodality.
Forty years ago, The National Pastoral Congress communicated to all that we are the church. If today we
are to become synodal, we need imaginative and slow processes that explore synodality practices at
local and national level. The new situation in which we will find ourselves,, as the current crisis radically



reshapes our world, invites such a synodal discernment in the years ahead. How do we invert the
pyramid here in our own local Church in the post coronavirus decades to come?

DAYFOR LIFE 2020: Theme: Choose Life, which focuses on the dignity and worth of the unborn child and
expectant mothers. Pope Francis sends prayerful good wishes for the celebration of the 2020 Day for
Life in England and Wales, Scotland and Ireland. The Theme, ‘Choose Life’, is particularly fitting in this
twenty-fifth anniversary year of Saint John Paul II’s Birth Encyclical, Evangelium Vitae, which summoned
the entire church to be people of life. In these days when our world faces many challenges of the
coronavirus pandemic, the Holy Father asks the faithful to pray for all those families, volunteers and
healthcare professionals committed, often heroically, to the care and healing of the suffering, and for all
those who, amid the continuing ‘pandemic’ of poverty and war, work to uphold the God-given value and
dignity of every human person. It is his hope that ”... amid the present crises all will be held to a greater
appreciation of the moral imperative to build a ‘culture of life’ marked by ever greater concern for
nurturing , protecting and promoting the integral welfare of all God’s children, beginning with the most
vulnerable”. With these sentiments, the Holy Father gives assurance of his closeness in prayer and
cordially imparts his Apostolic  blessing as a pledge of joy and peace in the Lord.

OPEN-AIR MASSES: This is one suggestion that is being considered as part of plans to help people to
start attending worship again. Last week Cardinal Nichols  was among the faith leaders who met
government representatives  as part of the faith task force to discuss the current lockdown and how
people of faith can use their buildings again . Boris Johnson has said that places of worship could reopen
on July 4th. Cardinal Nichols confirmed that the opening of catholic churches for private prayer is likely
to be the first stage. The Cardinal said “The representatives  of the government at the task force meeting
really appreciated the depth of feeling about the lack of access to religious buildings. Opening churches
for private prayer is important for Catholics. It is a response to a spiritual need and it is a project step for
greater openings. He added that Catholic volunteers will be needed to get the churches open safely and
hygienically and supervise them while open.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar. I love you above all things, I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive you Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already
there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen

POPE FRANCIS REFLECTS OF THE PANDEMIC: Pope Francis responded to a number of questions put to
him recently on how he has coped with the virus in Santa Marta. “Everyone is working here, there are no
idlers. Personally I am praying more, because I feel I should. And I think of people. That’s what concerns
me: people. Thinking of people anoints me, it does me good, and it takes me out of my self-
preoccupation. Of course I have my areas of selfishness. On Tuesdays my confessor comes and I take care
of things there. I am thinking of my responsibilities now, and what will come afterwards. What will be my
service as Bishop of Rome, as head of the church, in the aftermath? That aftermath has already begun to
be revealed as tragic and painful, which is why we must be thinking about it now. The Vatican’s
department for the promotion of Integral Human Development has been working on this and meeting
with me. My major concern - at least what comes through prayer - is how to accompany and be closer to
the people of God. Hence the live streaming of the 7am mass which many people follow and appreciate,
also the addresses I‘ve given, living in a time of great uncertainty. It’s a time for inventing for creativity.”

THE KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBUS: Pope Francis has advanced the Sainthood of Father Michael McGivney
founder of the Knights of St Columbus.



BIDDING PRAYERS for Pentecost Sunday

Priest:  Let us bring our prayers to God our Father, to fill us afresh with the Holy Spirit to encourage and
inspire us as we journey along the way. 

We pray for the Pope:  that he may serve the people of God in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Lord, hear us

We pray for politicians and all who lead civic society: that they will always ensure that they put the
needs of those who are poor and vulnerable first.
Lord, hear us

We pray for the parish community: may we be powerful proclaimers of the message of Christ.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who suffer from sickness in any form: that the Holy Spirit may touch their lives and
assure them they are not alone
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died during the past week, remembering all those who died due to the
coronavirus: reminding ourselves that through the Eucharist we are united with the whole family of the
church, both living and dead.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our medical staff and emergency services; may they be granted health and strength in their
generous service of their brothers and sisters. 
Lord, hear us

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of Shrewsbury to intercede
for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death.  Amen.

Priest: God our Father, hear all our prayers, those spoken aloud and those whispered in silence, may we
be given your peace, through Christ our Lord. Amen
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