
Presentation of the Lord year A

Theme: Christ has come to enlighten his people                                        2nd February 2020 

Mass Times:
ST MARY’S: Sun 10-30am 6-30pm. Mon, Tuesday Weds 9-00am Fri 9-00am in school, Sat 10-00am
ST PAUL’S: Sat Vigil Mass 6-00pm, Sun 9-00am. Weds 7-30pm, Thurs 9-00am

CONFESSIONS: (Any time on request)
ST MARY’S: Sat after 10-00am Mass, Sun before 10-30am and 6-30pm Masses
ST PAUL’S: Sat before 6-00pm Mass, Sun 9-00am Mass.

BAPTISM: Jude Daniel Connell, Berti David Denton, and Teddy Gerry Tompsett were welcomed into
God’s family last Sunday.

RECENT DEATH: Caterina Cioffi. We offer our sincere sympathy to all her family, relatives and friends.
Requiem mass on Friday February 14th 10 -15 am.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Luke 2:22-40. Mary and Joseph were dutiful citizens of Israel and fearful believers.
At the time of Jesus’ birth they obeyed imperial law; in today’s passage Luke records how they fulfilled
their obligation as Jewish parents by carrying out the religious prescriptions of the Torah concerning
circumcision and the presentation of the first-born son to the Lord. Luke has entwined two different
ceremonies. In the book of Exodus instructions are given regarding the presentation and redemption of
the first born son, because this son belonged to the Lord who saved the Israelites when the Egyptian
first-born sons were destroyed at the Passover (Exod13:15) In the book of Leviticus a ceremony for ritual
purification of the mother, forty days after giving birth, is stipulated 12:1-8. On this occasion she was to
offer a lamb and a pigeon or a turtledove, but the poor woman was given the concession of bringing
only two pigeons or two doves.
Luke’s emphasis is much more upon the presentation of Jesus at the Temple than it is Mary’s
purification. For Luke the Temple symbolised the continuation between Judaism and Christianity. For
example, the gospel of salvation is first proclaimed in the temple (1:11), Jesus taught in the Temple
(20:1) and the disciples continued to pray and worship in the temple (24:53; Acts 3:1). Paul would go on
to teach that we are living temples of God because the Holy Spirit lives in us and we are living temples of
God because the Holy Spirit lives in us to worship him with all our heart, soul, strength, body and mind.
Today presents a wonderful and God given opportunity to rededicate our lives to God. Why not
compose our own prayer of rededication and renewal? The scriptures urge us to give our all for God and
keep nothing for ourselves. By giving everything to God we get everything and more in return. In losing
our lives we find our lives. Our vocation, then, is to walk so closely with God that nothing can come
between us. Our baptism consecrated and dedicated us to God. Our calling to follow Christ means we
speak, mediate and do everything with a view to his glory and pleasure.

EXPOSITION AND PRIVATE PRAYER BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Next Sunday 5-30pm to 6-30pm
in St Mary’s church. Please come along for 5 minutes and spend some quiet time in the presence of God.
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers and if
you know of anyone who is in need of a visit or Holy Communion at home or in hospital, please let Fr.
Oliver know.

S.V.P. MEMBERSHIP:  Last year the S.V.P made around 800 visits to parishioners in Dukinfield and Hyde
with a number of other activities including the children’s camp. The children were from all the schools in
our local Pastoral area. However following the unexpected death of Rita Karpinskyj one of the members
last year, we now have only 3 members. This is not sustainable in the long term and without new
members our SVP is likely to fold in the next couple of years. We are now actively seeking new members
from Dukinfield and Hyde, who are genuinely interested in joining and who will in time take on
responsibility for the conference. The SVP meet Wednesday evenings after mass in St Paul’s church. If
you would like further information about the work of the SVP please contact Peter Chorlton on
07789214592.

CORNERSTONE MANCHESTER: Fr Oliver thanks the parishioners who assisted with delivering all the gifts
to Sr Lucy.

ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE: The mass will be celebrated by Bishop Mark
Davies Saturday 8th February at 12-00 noon St Joseph’s Church North Rd, Birkenhead, CH42 7JY. All
married couples and families are welcome.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Soul of Christ, be my sanctification. Body of Christ, be my salvation. Blood
of Christ, fill all my veins. Water from the side of Christ, wash out my stains. May Christ’s passion,
strengthen me, O good Jesus, hear me. In thy wounds, I fain would hide, never to be parted from your
side. Guard me, when my foes assail me. Call me, when my life shall fail me. Command me, then to come
to Thee that I through all eternity with Thy saints will praise Thee.

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: St Paul’s: Saturday May 16th 9-30am St Mary’s: Saturday June 13th 9:30am.

CONFIRMATION: We have received the date for the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Friday July 3rd 2020

ALL SAINT’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE: Mrs Linda Emmett has resigned her post as head teacher. We thank
Linda for her leadership of the school and for responding to all the challenges that she was presented
with on her arrival. We wish her every happiness in the next stage of her educational journey.

PARISH TRIP: Fr Oliver is organising a parish trip to Olu Deniz, Dalaman area in Turkey. May 18th-25th
Price Single £773. Twin £694. For further details please contact Fr Oliver

RETIRED PRIESTS’ FUND: This weekend the annual collection for the retired priests will be held.  With
your help, we can build up the fund to help to meet the future needs of our sick and retired priests.
Special envelopes are available for your use on the church table. Bishop Mark asks you to give
generously as you can to this very worthy cause. He also like to express his gratitude for your continued
support.

TOTE: M. Bibby £100

COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £393.46. Building fund £265.82; St Paul’s £434.40

SECOND COLLECTION: Today Diocesan retired clergy fund.


