
Second Sunday in Lent                                             28th February 2021
THEME: God was willing to sacrifice his own Son for us.
For Abraham, everything, including even his cherished son, was in God’s hands; and for such trusting
obedience he is greatly blessed. So shall we be when we trust him with our lives, because Christ not only
sacrificed his life for us; he has also come right through death to the throne of heaven where he takes
our part and pleads for us to the Father.
MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm; Thursday 9-00am

St Mary’s: Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am; Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri 9-00am; Saturday 10-00am
STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  After Mass on Saturday mornings.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning Mass, the vigil Mass on Saturday,
and Sunday morning Masses.
Recent Deaths: Eugenia Krolikowski, Stephen McGarry,  Barbara Radley. We offer our sympathy to their
families and friends

ARRANGEMENTS FOR MASS: If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification,
preferably by email john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  Mark 9:2-10  The practicalities of the crucifixion are not in any way ennobling. It
is a sordid and sickening business, designed to strip the victim of every scrap of human dignity. Those
exhausting hours of torture, interrogation and slow, excruciating dying, would give an overriding
impression of abject failure and shame. It was important, then, that the three who would be most
vulnerable to despair should receive some encouraging sign of Christ’s divinity before the trauma of
Good Friday. They had to see their Lord in his glory, so that they could hang on to this when all dignity
was shrouded in pain and jeering. Even in the middle of their grief and horror there would be a memory
insisting that Christ was greater even than death. We, too, can use the memory of the transfiguration
when grief or pain or bewilderment threatens to overwhelm us. In the back of our minds the image of
the risen Christ instils calm and the confidence of victory; all is well, for he has overcome death.

SHREWSBURY’S SECOND SPRING: Some brief details concerning the reordering of the sanctuary  of our
cathedral. Workers have carried on through COVID-I9. Long hidden treasures are coming to light, the
latest being fragments of beautiful Victorian wall paintings underneath layers of cream emulsion. These
are by Joseph  Aloysius Pippet, a catholic designer and artist employed by John Hardman & Co, a leading
provider of stained glass and furnishings in the style of the Gothic Revival.
Pippet worked on the cathedral from 1885 beginning with the new altar and reredos for the Sacred
Heart chapel. Old photographs show his decorative scheme in the sanctuary and on the sanctuary arch.
Last year,  two conservators,  using scalpels and magnifying lenses, scraped off the paint covering an
Annunciation scene and found Pippet’s work largely intact. One can see a little of the red and white hem
of Mary’s bright blue robe, and, further down , fragments of  stencilled fleur-de-lys and crowns.
Architectural historian James Crowley, who has been advising on the cathedral restoration, has been
investigating Pippet’s painting on the sanctuary arch. It shows Christ seated in glory at the apex with Our
Lady and St Joseph on either side. Beneath Our Lady, angels are incensing with thuribles, echoing the
Psalm 140, “let my prayer come before you like incense”. The angels below St Joseph carry crowns
symbolising blessings”. Crowley  says that to have an illustration  of prayers ascending and blessings
descending precisely where the faithful would kneel and pray in front of the statues is a great
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demonstration of what prayer is. Bishop Mark adds: In some ways, Christ in glory at the highest point of
the interior is completing a theology of the cathedral as it developed. It was that vision of beauty and
Christ in his glory: the petitions of the faithful rising to him and the blessings descending on the people’.
The recovering of this painting if it proves possible, is a priority  for Bishop Mark. “It is” he says, “further
evidence of how the cathedral artists gave of their very best. We see a witness of faith being
uncovered”. Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin was commissioned to design the cathedral by his patron
the 16th Earl of Shrewsbury, in 1852, but both men died later that year. The task was passed on to
Pugin’s son Edward, with the 17th Earl of Shrewsbury,  Bertram , taking up the patronage . Both were
only 19 years old at the time. The dedication was to Our Lady help of Christians and St Peter of
Alcantara, a Spanish Franciscan chosen by Bertram, who had benefited from his intercession. The
cathedral was consecrated in1856  by Cardinal Wiseman, it was one of the  first purpose-built cathedrals
following the restoration of the Catholic hierarchy six years earlier.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FRIDAY MARCH 5th:  This year’s World day of prayer has been prepared by the
women of Vanuatu. Just over 1,100 miles to the east of Australia in the southwestern Pacific Ocean are
the scattered islands of Vanuatu. This cluster of islands, stretching for about 400 miles, form a Y shape
on the maps and charts.  European contact began with the Portuguese explorer Pedro Fernadez de
Quiros (1606) followed by French navigator Louis-Antoine de Bougainville (1768) and Captain James
Cook (1774). Cook mapped the island group and named it the New Hebrides. European missionaries,
traders and those who wanted to acquire cheap labour, began to come to the islands.
These different groups began to change the way of life, with each island having its own tribal groups and
organisation to a government administered in a European style. British missionaries and French planters
were the two main European groups involved, and by 1887 there was sharing of administration between
France and England. This became more formal in 1906. Vanuatu became independent within the
Commonwealth as the Republic of Vanuatu on July 30th 1980, it adopted a new flag and constitution,
and elected its first Prime Minister, Father Walter Lini.
Vanuatu is one of the first countries to start to pray on the Day of Prayer, helping to set out off the wave
of prayer. The writing committee was formed from all the different denominations and islands and met
together to prepare our service about building on a strong foundation. They all understand about the
need of safe buildings as the islands are in the South Pacific tropical cyclone zone. Cyclone Pam caused
great devastation in 2015 and the islands were just beginning to recover when in April 2020 Cyclone
Harold destroyed everything in its path. Even cyclone-adapted coconut trees were broken and battered.
Today we share in the prayers that these confident and purposeful women have written and pray also
for Vanuatu. The people are mostly Melanesian with a population of 300,000 of whom nearly a fifth live
in Port Vila which is the largest city. 113 languages and numerous dialects were spoken until recently –
more languages than anywhere else in the world. Bislama, which is widely spoken, French and English
are the official languages. Education is not compulsory or free. Most families can only afford to educate
their firstborn child, and boys get priority. However, in the past 20 years there have been changes and
the gender gap in literacy and education has narrowed.Health of women and children are key national
priorities of the government. Violence, physical and/or sexual , affect approximately 60% of women and
girls.

OUT OF THE ORDINARY: Out of the ordinary comes love big enough to build a house that’s open to
those who yearn that God might enter in and breath light through the dark that we have made out of
the ordinary love that spreads wide her arms, embracing those left by the side of the road, who’ve
heard time after time they are not good enough out of the ordinary God that comes into life not to kill
joy but to kindle it, a God who’s crossed out all our wrongs and welcomes us back home with happiness,
bigger than we ever could believe. Kenneth Steven is a Scottish poet , novelist and children’s author.
Many of his books are inspired by the Celtic Christian story and by the island of Iona.

RETRIRING COLLECTION:  The parish SVP has remained active throughout the pandemic and has assisted
a number of families financially  during this time. They are short of funds to meet its ongoing
commitments. There will be a retiring collection next weekend at both churches  with one of the SVP
members present. Please be generous with your contribution. Thank you.



BIDDING PRAYERS  for the First Sunday of Lent

Priest: Like Jesus in the wilderness, let us pause to consider the way forward in our lives and bring to the
Lord the needs of our faith communities and beyond.

We pray for Pope Francis and All who serve our church communities that they may help us to build the
kingdom of God in justice, wisdom and love.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who use the media to bring the message of the Gospel to the world: that they will use
their creativity with responsibility, honesty and integrity.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for catechists and youth leaders: that they may help children and young people to grow in their
knowledge of the God who loves them so much.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all who are sick: that God may be their strength and their healing.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who are preparing to enter the waters of Baptism this Easter: that they will emerge
from the water joyfully as new creations of Christ.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray:

Hail Mary, full of grace the Lord is with you. Blessed are you amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the
hour of our death, Amen.

Priest: Heavenly Father, as we gather to celebrate the Good News of Jesus, help us, through your Holy
Spirit, to make it a reality of our time. We make these prayers through Christ our Lord, Amen.



The Readings for Sunday 28th February 2021

Entrance Antiphon Of you my heart has spoken: Seek
his face.  It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; hide not
your face from me.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 22:1-2,9-13,15-
18
God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he
called. ‘Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take your son,’ God said
‘your only child Isaac, whom you love, and go to the
land of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt
offering, on a mountain I will point out to you.’
  When they arrived at the place God had pointed out
to him, Abraham built an altar there, and arranged the
wood. Then he bound his son Isaac and put him on the
altar on top of the wood. Abraham stretched out his
hand and seized the knife to kill his son.
  But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven.
‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am here’ he replied.
‘Do not raise your hand against the boy’ the angel said.
‘Do not harm him, for now I know you fear God. You
have not refused me your son, your only son.’ Then
looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in
a bush. Abraham took the ram and offered it as a
burnt-offering in place of his son.
  The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time
from heaven. ‘I swear by my own self – it is the Lord
who speaks – because you have done this, because
you have not refused me your son, your only son, I will
shower blessings on you, I will make your descendants
as many as the stars of heaven and the grains of sand
on the seashore. Your descendants shall gain
possession of the gates of their enemies. All the
nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your
descendants, as a reward for your obedience.’

Psalm 115
I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of
the living.

I trusted, even when I said:
  ‘I am sorely afflicted,’
O precious in the eyes of the Lord
  is the death of his faithful. Response

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
  you have loosened my bonds.
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make;
  I will call on the Lord’s name. Response

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
  before all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
  in your midst, O Jerusalem.  Response

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
8:31-34
With God on our side who can be against us? Since
God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to
benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that
he will not refuse anything he can give. Could anyone
accuse those that God has chosen? When God acquits,
could anyone condemn? Could Christ Jesus? No! He
not only died for us – he rose from the dead, and there
at God’s right hand he stands and pleads for us.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! From the
bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard: “This is my
Son, the Beloved. Listen to him!” Praise to you, O
Christ, king of eternal glory!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
9:2-10
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led
them up a high mountain where they could be alone
by themselves. There in their presence he was
transfigured: his clothes became dazzlingly white,
whiter than any earthly bleacher could make them.
Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they were
talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus: ‘Rabbi,’
he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us
make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one
for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; they were so
frightened. And a cloud came, covering them in
shadow; and there came a voice from the cloud, ‘This
is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then suddenly,
when they looked round, they saw no one with them
any more but only Jesus.
  As they came down from the mountain he warned
them to tell no one what they had seen, until after the
Son of Man had risen from the dead. They observed
the warning faithfully, though among themselves they
discussed what ‘rising from the dead’ could mean.

Communion Antiphon: This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.



The Gloria is not said during Lent.

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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