
Seventeenth   Sunday in Ordinary Time                     25th July  2021
THEME: Christ the generous provider.
Taking the offering of one small boy’s lunch. Christ provides food in abundance for thousands of people .
any gift we offer him will be blessed,  broken  and multiplied for the good of the world; and we are led and
sustained richly through his word; and the sacraments. We are called to pass on this liberal generosity in
loving caring lives, knitted together in the unity of the Spirit.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm,
                         St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am.

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: John 6:1-15.  Perhaps Philip needed to learn to rely less on buying answers to
problems and more on God’s freely given grace. A rapid calculation makes it obvious that is the case,
anyway, money is not going to work.
The small boy’s quick and willing response, with a prompt offer of his own lunch, shows just the lovely
quality of children that Jesus warmed to and longed to find in adults. ‘Use mine! Is so often the reaction
even from very young children , and as a parent it is touching to find favourite teddy shoved eagerly in
alongside dad when he has the ‘flu; or their special comforter shared with Grandma after an operation.
Andrew is obviously touched by the boy’s gift, but has natural misgivings about the actual use of it! But for
Jesus the willing offering the spontaneous desire to sacrifice is what enables him to feed the vast company
of people with God’s liberality. As soon as we show we are ready to put ourselves out,  God can use us,
often with far ,far more effect than our meagre offering on its own could have achieved.

SHREWSBURY YOUTH MISSION TEAM: Introducing holiday club online: We are excited to announce this
week of fun, activities, games and prayer happening in August. It is for young people in years 5-7. All are
welcome to join.  For further information email youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY ON SUNDAY JULY 25th.  Pope Francis has instituted
World Day for Grandparents and the elderly on Sunday 25th July. Identifying with more senior members of
society, he says  “The whole Church is close to you  - to us -  and cares about you, loves you and does not
want to leave you alone!” As the Pope says, we should cherish the elderly and recognise that there is no
retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions to grandchildren. Let
us pray for their  guidance  and wisdom.
“Lord Jesus help families and society to value the presence and role of grandparents. May they never be
ignored or excluded, but always encounter respect and love. Help them to live serenely and feel welcomed
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in all the years of life which you give them. Mary, Mother of all the living, keep grandparents constantly in
your care, accompany them on their earthly pilgrimage, and by your prayers, grant that all families  one
day be reunited in our heavenly homeland, where we await all humanity for the great embrace of life
without end. Amen.”

FEAST OF THE WEEK: ST IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA. 1491 – 1556. Ignatius was born in Loyola Spain died on
31st July 1556, in Rome. A Spanish nobleman, trained in diplomacy and the use of arms, he was wounded
in battle  against the French. The experience of conversion while convalescing led him to write the Spiritual
Exercise. He then founded the Society of Jesus and was the first Superior General. Ignatius is remembered
for his loyalty  to the Church and it’s renewal, his ministry to the marginalised, his concern for education ‘to
the greater glory of God’ which is the motto of the Jesuits. Pope Francis was a member of the society prior
to his election to the papacy.   

COVID-19 ROUTEMAP FOR ST MARY’S & ST PAUL’S PARISH
Following a number of discussions with John Storey and having considered the relatively high infection rate
in our local area together with the fact that the majority of parishioners have had at least one vaccination,
and many have had two, some of our controls will be relaxed.  The arrangements from the weekend of
Saturday/Sunday,  31st July / 1st August, will be as follows :

1. Face masks must be worn.
2. Booking a place will be required.
3. Sanitising hands on entry will continue.
4. Social distancing will remain in place with every other pew inaccessible.
5. For the time being there will be no singing.
6. At St Paul’s the left hand pews (as you face the altar) will be opened for use.
7. Holy Communion will be distributed after Fr Oliver has received Holy Communion. Parishioners
will approach the altar by the centre aisle in single file, returning to their seats by the side aisles.
8. The one way system will be suspended and everyone will arrive and leave by the main doors.
9. Multiple baptisms are not permitted.
10.  Numbers for funerals and weddings will not have restrictions, other than the capacity of the
Churches.

Fr Oliver and John will review  these arrangement in the light of changing circumstances  and will react to
the local data on the infection rates.  The safety of all will be our top priority. If you have any concerns
about the above please contact John Storey in the first instance. John.storey6@btopenworld.com

DIOCESE OF SALFORD: Personal assistant to the Vicars General and Secretary to the Trustees.  Full  time
permanent, 35 hours per week. Monday-Friday  9am – 5pm. Location Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford Street,
Salford,  M3 6DP.   Salary £26,000 - £328,000 per annum depending on skills and experience . Benefits: 25
days holiday plus statutory bank holidays and 3 closure days per annum, plus employer’s pension scheme.
Closing date 12-00 noon Monday 26th July. Interviews on Wednesday 4th August 2021. Further details visit
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/vacancies/
Senior Administrator  is also required. For further details, check the website. The closing date is Monday
26th July. Interviews on August 4th.

FR OLIVER: Will begin his annual summer break on Monday and will return  on Saturday August 28th.
Fr Tom Ryan, superior of the SMA Father’s in Manchester,  will celebrate the weekend masses. Fr Tom was
here last summer and received a warm welcome from the parish community and he is again looking
forward to meeting all those who assisted him with his duties.

SECOND COLLECTION: Today is for the Building fund.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Seventeenth  Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest: 
With trust in God’s faithful love for humanity, let us turn to the Lord in prayer.

We pray that we may never be indifferent to the suffering of vulnerable people: may we show compassion
and use our gifts generously to serve them.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for a willingness to share our resources and build a caring global community where all are fed and
the environment is valued.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our church leaders: that they may  lead her to be  a beacon of hope to respond to the cry of
the earth and the cry of the poor.
Lord, hear us.

We pray that we may reflect on the choices we make to build a society that reflects kingdom values
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who have died: may they be received into the loving kindness of their Lord.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: God our Father, may we be receptive to receive the Holy Spirit and live every day at peace with you
and with our world, through Christ our Lord. Amen



Readings: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon
God is in his holy place, God who unites those who
dwell in his house; he himself gives might and
strength to his people.

Reading from the Book of the Kings 4:42-44
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing Elisha,
the man of God, bread from the first-fruits, twenty
barley loaves and fresh grain in the ear.’ ‘Give it to
the people to eat’, Elisha said. But his servant
replied, ‘How can I serve this to a hundred men?’
‘Give it to the people to eat’ he insisted ‘for the
Lord says this, “They will eat and have some left
over.”’ He served them; they ate and had some left
over, as the Lord had said.

Psalm 144
Response: You open wide your hand, O Lord, and
grant our desires.

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
  and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
  and declare your might, O God. Response

The eyes of all creatures look to you
  and you give them their food in due time.
You open wide your hand,
  grant the desires of all who live. Response

The Lord is just in all his ways
  and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
  who call on him from their hearts. Response

Reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
4:1-6
I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life
worthy of your vocation. Bear with one another
charitably, in complete selflessness, gentleness and
patience. Do all you can to preserve the unity of the
Spirit by the peace that binds you together. There is
one Body, one Spirit, just as you were all called into
one and the same hope when you were called.
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one
God who is Father of all, over all, through all and
within all.

Alleluia, alleluia! Your words are spirit, Lord, and
they are life; you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to John
6:1-15
Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of
Galilee – or of Tiberias – and a large crowd followed
him, impressed by the signs he gave by curing the
sick. Jesus climbed the hillside, and sat down there
with his disciples. It was shortly before the Jewish
feast of Passover.
  Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and
said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy some bread for
these people to eat?’ He only said this to test Philip;
he himself knew exactly what he was going to do.
Philip answered, ‘Two hundred denarii would only
buy enough to give them a small piece each.’ One
of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
said, ‘There is a small boy here with five barley
loaves and two fish; but what is that between so
many?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Make the people sit
down.’ There was plenty of grass there, and as
many as five thousand men sat down. Then Jesus
took the loaves, gave thanks, and gave them out to
all who were sitting ready; he then did the same
with the fish, giving out as much as was wanted.
When they had eaten enough he said to the
disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that
nothing gets wasted.’ So they picked them up, and
filled twelve hampers with scraps left over from the
meal of five barley loaves. The people, seeing this
sign that he had given, said, ‘This really is the
prophet who is to come into the world.’ Jesus, who
could see they were about to come and take him by
force and make him king, escaped back to the hills
by himself.

Communion Antiphon
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his
benefits



Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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