
Seventh   Sunday of Easter                                            16th May  2021
THEME: United and bound together in love

If we live in Christ we shall be able to witness to God’s truth by the way we love one another. Matthias
was chosen to replace Judas  because he had been with Jesus right through his ministry and was a first-
hand witness. We shall only be effective witnesses if we dwell in God and he in us. That is caring until it
hurts.
MASS TIMES: St Paul’s:   Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm.  Thursday 9-00am

   St Mary’s:  Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Monday, Tuesday,  Wednesday,
Friday 9-00am Saturday 10-00am

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend Mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away but we have to follow the guide lines)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning Mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
Mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning Masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  John 17: 11-19. It is a great privilege  to be given the insight into Jesus at prayer. We
can learn so much from the way he pours out his heart to his Father, voicing his fears and talking things
through in perfect trust. His love and affection for the little group he has trained is protective and deeply
caring but not in any way possessive. Of far more importance than their bodily safety is that they are kept
true to God, consecrated and set apart to that end for love is stronger than death; when we live in God
(who is love) we live a life  that can never be destroyed.

 A  MESSAGE FROM THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF ENGLAND AND WALES: This is a continuation of their
statement from last week. “What will be the pace of our emerging from this pandemic remains as yet
unclear. What is clear is the challenge we face of bringing our communities and the practice of the faith to
a still greater expression and strength. As your bishops, we are aware  of a three fold pattern to this
challenge.
1.  There are the tearful and weary, anxious about coming into enclosed spaces of our churches; those who
have lost the habit of coming to church. Personal contact, clear assurance, and sensitive invitations will all
be needed.
2. There are those who will have reassessed  their pattern of life and priorities. The practice of faith within
the community of the Catholic church may not be among those priorities.  A gap may have opened up  or
widened , between the spiritual dimension of their lives and any communal expression of that spiritual
quest. They represent a particular focus and concern for our outreach.
3. There are those who we may describe as the ‘Covid curious’, those who come into contact with the
Catholic church through our presence on the internet, a contact we may be able to develop through our
continuing presence across the diverse media platforms.
In facing these challenges, we are endowed with veritable treasures which we serve to resource and enrich
us. Among them are our schools, in which so many are regaining confidence to come together with others.
We believe our schools can indeed be bridges back to church through their remarkable work of social
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outreach which has grown exponentially during these long months of pandemic. But the greatest treasure
is, of course , the sacramental life of the Church , and pre-eminently, the Eucharist.
It is  the Eucharist, the celebration of the Mass that makes the  Church  and it is the Church, in the gift of
the Holy Spirit, which makes the Eucharist. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the lifeblood of the church. It
requires our active participation and, to be fully celebrated, our physical presence.
At this moment, then, we need to have our sights on the need to restore to its rightful centrality in our
lives the Sunday Mass, encouraging each to his or her rightful place once again in the assembly of our
brothers and sisters. We face the task of seeking to nurture the sense of Sunday as ‘weekly gift from God
to his people’, and something we cannot do without; to see Sunday as the soul of the week, as giving light
and meaning to all the responsibilities we live out each day; to see the Sunday Eucharist as food for the
unique mission with which we have been endowed.  In time to come we can do no better than to rekindle
in our hearts, foster and encourage, a yearning for the Real Presence of the Lord and the practice of prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament, a gift so deeply appreciated in these times of lockdown. We need to begin
by fostering this in ourselves. For the Eucharist  should be a cause  of our deepest joy, our highest manner
of offering thanks to God and for seeking his mercy and love. We need to make it the foundation stone of
our lives.  The invitation to Sunday Mass resonates all the more deeply when we consider, as Pope St John
Paul II reminds us in the Encyclical Letter Dies Domini that the Sabbath rest is nothing if not a call to
remember God’s creation . The Eucharist is indeed a celebration of the created world, called into life by the
Eternal Word, for the bread and wine of the earth becomes the Body and Blood of Christ who is the same
Lord of all life. The Christ to whom we come so close in the Eucharist must be the foundation of our
strivings, not least in the urgent task we face of caring for creation and our environment.
Pope St John Paul spoke of our amazement at the gift of the Mass and the abiding Presence of our Blessed
Lord in the Sacrament of the Altar. Herein lies our treasure, enriching our relationship with Jesus and
brining together every aspect of our life and mission. This is such an important focus for our task in the
coming months”

ST MARY’S SCHOOL CROWNING OF OUR LADY:  The staff and children celebrated the crowning of our Lady
on Wednesday morning with a beautiful service with hymns, appropriate scripture readings and the Litany
of the  Blessed Virgin Mary. Father Oliver was invited to lead the prayers of blessing. The hymns were Hail
Queen of Heaven, Holy Virgin by God’s Decree and as I kneel before you, Immaculate Mary and Holy virgin.

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC COLLEGE: All Saints is one of the schools chosen to celebrate the 65th anniversary of
the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme  on June 10th, which would have been the Duke’s 100th birthday. Fr
Oliver will be present at the celebration.

‘FAMILIES’ VOLUNTEERS-CARITAS: Safe Caritas Shrewsbury are helping their partner charity Safe Families
to recruit volunteers . Safe Families link children , young people  and families with local volunteers from
churches who can offer them help and support. They work over 35 Local Authorities  round the UK to offer
hope, belonging and support to children, families and care leavers. If you wish to receive further
information please contact them directly on https://safefamilies.uk/volunteer/

FAITH & REASON: A CATHOLIC INTEGRATION: A, short residential summer course exploring the
relationship of faith with philosophy, science  and culture. This short course will be helpful to all those who
are interested  in the connection these areas have with each other. The purpose is to enable Catholics to
respond to some of the challenging questions people ask today.
https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/faith-and-reason/ for further information.

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL MARPLE BRIDGE: Following the promotion of the existing
postholder, the Trust Directors wish to appoint an inspirational, ambitious and strategic leader who can
build on the many strengths of the Academy , and work in partnership with the Trust, staff, parents and
governors. Should you consider applying you must be a practising Catholic. Further information contact St
Mary’s  school on 427 7498.
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ENTRANCE COLLECTION: To support the work of the Catholic Church in England and Wales to promote the
teachings of Christ through the Media.

MISSION APPEAL: Next weekend by the Columban Missionaries. Fr John Collins will share with us the work
of his community across the world. Many of you receive their missionary magazine.

BIDDING PRAYERS for the Seventh Sunday of Easter
Priest: 
God our Father revealed  his love, a love  which lays down it’s life, by sending his Son into the world.
Confident in that  love, let us pray for the needs of the Church and the world

We pray for ourselves and for all Christians that we may love one another with the love that comes from
God.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for the Pope, for our bishop, priests and deacons that they may  fulfil  their ministries faithfully
and be true witnesses of Christ’s resurrection.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who are experiencing hatred for Christians and other groups who are being persecuted
that they will overcome hostility with love.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those in our own parish community who are poor, sick and suffering, for those who are in
hospital and residential care and for those who mourn, that they may be comforted.
Lord hear us.
We pray that the Lord will welcome into the kingdom of heaven all the faithful departed, especially those
who have died recently, those whom we remember with love and all who have worshiped here with us.
Lord hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.

Priest: God our Father, bless all those for whom we have prayed, and grant that we may be filled with your
Spirit, experience your joy, and love one another with the love you have poured into our hearts , through
Christ our Lord Amen.



The Readings for Sunday 16th May 2021

Entrance Antiphon O Lord, hear my voice , for I
have called you; of you my heart has spoken: Seek
his face; hide not your face from me, alleluia.

Reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles
1:15-17,20-26
One day Peter stood up to speak to the brothers –
there were about a hundred and twenty persons in
the congregation: ‘Brothers, the passage of
scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit,
speaking through David, foretells the fate of Judas,
who offered himself as a guide to the men who
arrested Jesus – after having been one of our
number and actually sharing this ministry of ours.
Now in the Book of Psalms it says:
Let someone else take his office.  ‘We must
therefore choose someone who has been with us
the whole time that the Lord Jesus was travelling
round with us, someone who was with us right
from the time when John was baptising until the
day when he was taken up from us – and he can act
with us as a witness to his resurrection.’  Having
nominated two candidates, Joseph known as
Barsabbas, whose surname was Justus, and
Matthias, they prayed, ‘Lord, you can read
everyone’s heart; show us therefore which of these
two you have chosen to take over this ministry and
apostolate, which Judas abandoned to go to his
proper place.’ They then drew lots for them, and as
the lot fell to Matthias, he was listed as one of the
twelve apostles.

Psalm 97

Response: The Lord has set his sway in heaven.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
  all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
  and never forget all his blessings. Response

For as the heavens are high above the earth
  so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west
  so far does he remove our sins. Response

The Lord has set his sway in heaven
  and his kingdom is ruling over all.
Give thanks to the Lord, all his angels,
  mighty in power, fulfilling his word. Response

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 4:11-
16
My dear people, since God has loved us so much,
we too should love one another. No one has ever
seen God; but as long as we love one another God
will live in us and his love will be complete in us.
We can know that we are living in him and he is
living in us because he lets us share his Spirit. We
ourselves saw and we testify that the Father sent
his Son
as saviour of the world. If anyone acknowledges
that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him, and
he in God. We ourselves have known and put our
faith in God’s love towards ourselves. God is love
and anyone who lives in love lives in God, and God
lives in him.

Alleluia, alleluia! I will not leave you orphans, says
the Lord; I will come back to you, and your hearts
will be full of joy. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to John
17:11-19
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Holy
Father, keep those you have given me true to your
name, so that they may be one like us. While I was
with them, I kept those you had given me true to
your name. I have watched over them and not one
is lost except the one who chose to be lost, and this
was to fulfil the scriptures. But now I am coming to
you and while still in the world I say these things to
share my joy with them to the full. I passed your
word on to them, and the world hated them,
because they belong to the world no more than I
belong to the world. I am not asking you to remove
them from the world, but to protect them from the
evil one. They do not belong to the world any more
than I belong to the world. Consecrate them in the
truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the
world, I have sent them into the world, and for
their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may
be consecrated in truth.’

Communion Antiphon I Father, I pray that they
may be one as we also are one, alleluia.



Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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