
Sixteenth Sunday in ordinary time 17th July  2022

THEME: Welcoming Christ

The central message of Christianity is that Christ lives among us and is happy to make his home in every
receptive heart. Abraham recognises God’s presence in the visitation of three travellers.

MASS TIMES: St Mary’s: Sunday 9-30am and 11-00am.

St Mary’s: Monday and Tuesday,9-00am

St Mary’s: School Leaver’s Mass, Thursday 9-00am.    Saturday 10-00am.

St Paul’s:   Vigil mass Saturday 6-00pm.   No Thursday morning mass.

Recent Death: Bernardo Fiata. we offer our sympathy to all his family and friends.

Requiem Masses: St Mary’s:  Sheila Ballagher. Wednesday at 12-00 noon.

 Derek Baker. Thursday at 12-00  noon.

Mass of the Angels for  Sharon Owhonda Utchay who was 9 years old

will take lplace on Friday at 10 -00 am 

       St Paul’s: Bernardo Fiata. Friday at 1-00pm.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s, and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

BAPTISMS:  Lily Alicia Waite was welcomed into God’s family last weekend.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Luke: 10-38-42 While on earth Jesus became the guest of Martha and Mary. Like
Abraham, Martha bustled about to prepare the very best for a guest she honoured and respected. Unlike
Abraham, she became so anxious about the practical side that she began to lose sight of the important part
of welcoming a guest: that of giving him her loving and receptive attention.

Jesus does not need us to busy ourselves doing thousands of jobs we think we might find useful; he wants
us to welcome him with a young child’s enthusiasm, to be happy in his presence, enjoying his company and
learning at his feet through a loving relationship.

READINGS AT MASS for the 16th Sunday in Ordinary ime: You can use this link to access today’s readings.
https://universalis.com/20220717/mass.htm
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CONFIRMATION CEREMONY: 27 young people received the sacrament of confirmation in the presence of
Bishop Mark recently. We thank them for having the courage to do so. All those who were present were
very complimentary about the ceremony.

FRATELLI TUTTI CONTINUED: Pope Francis continues his reflection on the Good Samaritan. Someone is
assaulted on our streets, and many hurry off as if they did not notice. People hit someone with their car
and then flee the scene. Their only desire isa  to avoid problems; it does not matter that, through their
fault, another person could die. All these are signs of an approach to life that is spreading in various and
subtle ways. What is more, caught up as we are with our own needs the sight of a person who is suffering
disturbs us. It makes us uneasy, since we have no time to waste on other people’s problems. These are
symptoms of unhealthy society.  A society that seeks prosperity but turns its back on suffering.

May we not sink to such depths! Let us look to the example of the Good Samaritan. Jesus’ parable
summons us to rediscover our vocation as citizens of our respective nations and of the entire world,
builders of a new social bond. This summons is ever new, yet it is grounded in a fundamental law of our
being: we are called to direct society to the pursuit of the common good and with this purpose in mind, to
persevere   in consolidating its political and social order; its fabric of relations, its human goals. By his
actions, the Good Samaritan showed that “the existence of each individual is deeply tied to that of others”:
life is not simply time that passes; life is a time for interactions.

The parable eloquently presents the basic decision we need to make in order to rebuild our wounded
world. In the face of such pain and suffering, our only course is to imitate the Good Samaritan. Any other
decision would make us either one of the robbers or one of those who walked by without showing
compassion for the sufferings of the man on the roadside. The parable shows us how a community can be
rebuilt by men and women who identify with the vulnerability of others, who reject the creation of a
society of exclusion, and act instead as neighbours, lifting and rehabilitating the fallen for the sake of the
common good. At the same time, it warns us about the attitude of those who think only of themselves and
fail to shoulder the inevitable responsibilities of life as it is.

The parable clearly does not indulge in abstract moralizing, not is its message merely social and ethical. It
speaks to us of an essential and often forgotten aspect of our common humanity: we were created for a
fulfilment that can only be found in love. We cannot be indifferent to suffering; we cannot allow anyone to
go through life as an outcast. Instead, we should feel indignant, challenged to emerge from our
comfortable isolation and to be changed by our contact with human suffering. That is the meaning of
dignity.

DUKINFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH: Margaret Brereton attended the final service at Dukinfield Baptist Church
on Sunday 10th July representing St Mary’s and St Paul’s. It was a celebration of all the Church family has
achieved over the last 140 years. The Church was packed, and various speakers told the history and good
memories of toddler groups, youth club, craft workshops and suppers etc.

The Church has supported a Baptist Church in Albina and had many fund raisers for them and other
charities including sending many shoe boxes at Christmas. Sadly, they have to close as the congregation
has dwindled and it’s no longer sustainable. They have shared their building with a nursery, the Yew Tree
singers and others. It was a lovely farewell service, and the Church community will be greatly missed.
Thanks, Margaret, for representing the parish and for your report.



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Priest: Christ is among us, Christ is our hope and glory, St Paul tells us. Filled with this hope, we present our
needs to our heavenly Father.

We pray for the Church: that she may be a place of genuine welcome, where all can receive the hospitality
of God’s love.

Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who receive no welcome; for refugees, asylum seekers and all who are homeless: that
they may receive the hospitality they need.

Lord, hear us.

We pray for all who are lonely, especially for those who are elderly, housebound or disabled and long for
human company: may they find ears to listen to them and to hear their stories.

Lord, hear us.

We pray for all whose work reflects the hospitality of God - for those in caring professions, for those in the
tourist industry, for welcomers and catechists in our parishes: that they may in turn receive a blessing from
God.

Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who have died: that they may be received with kindness and mercy by the boundless
hospitality of our generous God.

Lord, hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: Loving Father, you blessed the hospitality of Abraham and Sarah. Fill us too with your life and joy,
that we may share it with others, through Christ our Lord. Amen.


