
Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                     9th May 2021
THEME: Love one another as I have loved you.

God is the source of all love and is therefore present wherever unselfish loving is being put into practice,
regardless of creed or culture. We can delight in this, for it shows us the richness of God’s unlimited
giving; and it is this kind of generosity that we need to cultivate in all our relationships.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm. Ascension Thursday 9-00am - Holy Day of obligation.

Requiem masses: Requiem mass for  Raffaele Angelone. 3-00pm. Thursday  Requiem mass for  Dianne
Davenport 10-00am.  Friday  Requiem mass  for Marian Oakes 1-00pm

 St Mary’s:  Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am; Monday Tuesday, Friday 9-00am. Saturday 10-00am.
       Wednesday  7-30pm Vigil Mass of the Ascension.

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away but we have to follow the guide lines)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the
vigil mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

Scripture Passage: John 15: 9-17  We have the perfect example of such loving in Jesus himself. He was
able to show us the sort of committed, responsible caring that God has for us, worked out in practical,
human ways. He was filled with compassion and sympathy for the bereaved, the crippled and the
deceased, and used his power to heal, comfort, visit, encourage and feed . He was sensitive to the needs
of people -even their unspoken needs- and listened to what they said . He had no invisible boundaries , so
no one was ignored or considered unimportant. He deliberately cut across social and religious strata,
making friends over a broad spectrum. He spent many hours on his own in prayer, was obedient to the
law, worshipped with the community and was prepared even to lay down his life for us, whom he loves.
We are offered not only an example but the power as well. If we commit ourselves whole heartedly to
Christ, his love in us will turn us into exceptionally beautiful people – the people whom the world
desperately needs at this moment in time.

Scripture Passage for the Ascension: Mark16: 15-20. As evidence of God’s Spirit, all kinds of gifts will
show. We must not  expect all of the signs; the body is composed of many different organs, each with a
particular function, and the Body of Christ is just the same. Also the gifts may alter  through our lives
according to the work that God has prepared for us to do. He will always equip us for a particular task; so
if we feel called to undertake some work, but we know we lack the resources  and skills necessary for it,
we should not promptly put in our resignation. Rather, we need to ask for what we need. As we pray:
‘Lord you must be joking -I couldn’t do that!,’ his reassurance is there.: ‘I didn’t say you could do it; I said
you would’.
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POPE FRANCIS CALLS FOR THE ROSARY IN THE MARIAN MONTH OF MAY: Pope Francis specially calls for
the praying of the Rosary  across the world during the month of May. In the Holy  Father’s vision this
world wide chain will  proceed from the Marian shrines of the world. Our own national shrine of our Lady
of Walsingham has been given a pre-eminent place, following the Vatican on the first day of May
The Pontifical Council for the Promotion of New Evangelisation explains “At the heart of the Holy Father’s
wish, the month of May will be dedicated to a marathon of prayer from the theme “From the whole
church the prayer to God went up incessantly” (Acts of the Apostles 12:5). The initiative will involve in a
special way all the Sanctuaries of the world , so that they  become promoters to the faithful, families and
communities of the recitation of the Rosary to invoke the end pf the pandemic. Some thirty
representative shrines across the world will guide the Marian prayer, which will be broadcast live on the
official channels of the Holy See at 18.00 (Rome time) every day. Pope Francis initiated  this prayer on
May 1st and will bring it to conclusion on May 31st.

A MESSAGE FROM THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF ENGLAND AND WALES: The message reflects on the
experience of this past year and the challenges ahead. In particular, the bishops recorded  a special word
of thanks to priests for the leadership they have shown in times of crises..  “for their deep devotion both
to the liturgy and to their parishioners, making the parishes ‘a sanctuary open to all’ and with particular
care for the poor; and all the  Deacons who have exercised with such generosity their mission of charity.
We  wish to pay tribute to all the catholic community who have shown such courage, generosity and
understanding in the face of adversity this past year. Across England and Wales, families and parish
communities have risen to the challenge of sustaining one another through times of great isolation,
loneliness and grief in an impressive variety of ways , spiritual, emotional and practical. We thank all who
have worked tirelessly in prisons, in hospitals, care-homes and across the medical profession for giving of
themselves so generously. We thank all those who have worked valiantly in our schools, facing
unforeseen demands and meeting them with characteristic professionalism.
We also pay tribute to those who have given of their time and energy to keep our churches open. As
havens of peace and prayer. Churches up and down the country have realised the vision of Pope Francis
that they be like village-wells where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey; and centres of
“constant missionary outreach” We thank all who have developed diverse new patterns of outreach-of
prayer ,catechesis, study and spiritual solidarity; . Also prominent in this tribute should be thanks to all
who have contributed to the immense effort of providing food for those in need. The generosity shown in
the distribution of so very many meals has given eloquent expression to the mercy, love and compassion
which are at the very heart of God. Many have been touched by the joy of meeting Christ in the poor; and
many of the poor by the joy of meeting Christ in selfless parishioners. The provision of food is often the
first step into a deeper relationship of help and accompaniment , including the sharing of the gift of faith
in our Blessed Lord.”

THE CARE OF CREATION: At a time of growing concern for the care of creation, the Church brings to the
environmental concerns of our time the perspective of God’s creation and the place of humanity within
creation. The Church across the country is taking practical steps with Inter-Diocesan Fuel Management
Limited, based in Shrewsbury Diocesan Curial Offices,  Birkenhead and supplying all 22 dioceses and over
100 schools with 71% green energy  and with 29%carbon offset. Other schemes include renewable
boreholes in Eritrea and a new energy plant in Bagladesh using household waste (including landfill) to
reduce the methane being produced and provide renewable power. IFM  is also using its buying power to
drive the demand for “green gas” in the U K.
The Catholic bishops of England and Wales are aware there is still much to be done at every level and will
be seeking further reductions of carbon emissions in each diocese. They bring to the environmental
concerns of our day , the clear perspective of God’s creation and the place of humanity within creation .
To keep this perspective Bishop Mark is hoping to be able to use the time of Novena of Pentecost this
year to pray and reflect on the seven days of creation and to have a Pastoral Letter for the great
Solemnity of Pentecost, which is the eve of Francis letter  “Laudato Si”

SECOND COLLECTION: Next Sunday is World Communications  Sunday. The collection is to assist the
bishops to promote the teaching of the Gospel through the media.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Sixth Sunday of Easter

Priest: 
We celebrate our joy of the Lord and pray that we may express in our lives the love we commemorate.

We pray for the church: may we show in practical ways love, generosity and kindness to the people in
need in our own society and throughout the world.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who lay down their lives to care for others, protect human rights and natural resources
and work for peace.
Lord, hear us.

We pray that we may show care for the natural world and for those who depend on it most directly-the
homeless people, refugees and the poor communities.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all leaders: that they may demonstrate compassion and love to those who feel unloved and
unwanted.
Lord hear us.

We pray for those who are ill and those who are dying: that the Lord may give them peace.
Lord hear us.

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.

Priest: God our Father, as we remember Christs commandment of love, we make our prayers for
ourselves and for those in need, through the same Christ our Lord



The Readings for Sunday 9th May 2021

Entrance Antiphon Proclaim a joyful sound and let
it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth; The
Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

Reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles
10:25-26,34-35,44-48
As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to
meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated himself.
But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘I am
only a man after all!’
  Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have
now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not
have favourites, but that anybody of any
nationality who fears God and does what is right is
acceptable to him.’
  While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit
came down on all the listeners. Jewish believers
who had accompanied Peter were all astonished
that the gift of the Holy Spirit should be poured out
on the pagans too, since they could hear them
speaking strange languages and proclaiming the
greatness of God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could
anyone refuse the water of baptism to these
people, now they have received the Holy Spirit just
as much as we have?’ He then gave orders for
them to be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ.
Afterwards they begged him to stay on for some
days.

Psalm 97

Response: The Lord has shown his salvation to
the nations
Sing a new song to the Lord
  for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
  have brought salvation. Response

The Lord has made known his salvation;
  has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
  for the house of Israel. Response

All the ends of the earth have seen
  the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth,
  ring out your joy.
The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations.
Response

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 4:7-10
My dear people,
let us love one another
since love comes from God
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and
knows God.
Anyone who fails to love can never have known
God,
because God is love.
God’s love for us was revealed
when God sent into the world his only Son
so that we could have life through him;
this is the love I mean:
not our love for God,
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he
will keep my word,
and my Father will love him, and we shall come to
him.’ Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to John
15:9-17
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved
me, so I have loved you.  Remain in my love. If you
keep my commandments you will remain in my
love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and remain in his love. I have told
you this so that my own joy may be in you and
your joy be complete. This is my commandment:
love one another, as I have loved you. A man can
have no greater love than to lay down his life for
his friends. You are my friends, if you do what I
command you. I shall not call you servants any
more, because a servant does not know his
master’s business; I call you friends, because I have
made known to you everything I have learnt from
my Father. You did not choose me: no, I chose you;
and I commissioned you to go out and to bear
fruit, fruit that will last; and then the Father will
give you anything you ask him in my name. What I
command you is to love one another.’

Communion Antiphon If you love me, keep my
commandments, says the Lord, and I will ask the
Father and he will send you another Paraclete, to
abide with you for ever, alleluia.



Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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