
Feast of St Peter and St Paul                                                              28th June 2020

THEME: DISCIPLESHIP: Two outstanding witnesses. One night in the middle of July in the year 64 AD, a
fire started and spread rapidly in Rome.  It burnt for a week and by the time it stopped had destroyed
half of the city. There was little doubt in people’s minds that emperor Nero was responsible. In response
to the public outcry Nero set up a commission which quickly found that a new religious minority was
responsible for the arson: the Christians. There started a series of terrible persecutions. To be a Christian
was to be an outlaw; to profess the name of Jesus was to incur the penalty of death. Two leading outlaws
were executed under Nero’s persecution, two men we celebrate today as St Peter and St Paul

Peter, the leader: All four Gospels were written after the death of Peter, and all acknowledge the special
role he enjoyed during the life of Jesus. In the earliest Gospel, Mark, Peter is the first to be called by
Jesus. Although Jesus is from Nazareth in Galilee, he centres his early mission in the town of Capernaum
beside the lake. The address of his first mission centre is the house of Peter, the same house where he
cures Peter’s mother-in-law. Peter’s boat serves as Jesus’ earliest pulpit. In today’s Gospel we have
Matthew’s version of Peter’s famous confession of Jesus. The church is seen to be built on Peter’s
confession: he is the one who is enabled by God to say who Jesus is. The Gospel acknowledges that not
only does Peter confess Jesus he also denies Jesus. He is no cardboard figure. But the importance is that
he can do both and still be a rock. He can use his failure as a source of strength for others. After the
resurrection we see that because of his love for Christ, Peter can be chief pastor to the people of Christ.
Paul, the pilgrim: Unlike Peter, Paul never met Jesus of Nazareth. Paul never had the experience of
seeing Jesus, hearing him preach, witnessing his great deeds. Paul was dedicated to the elimination of
Jesus’ followers. As he admits himself, he was so bent on suppressing the Jesus movement that he
would pursue Christians into foreign cities to track them down. He was a fanatic. After his conversion he
brought the same dynamism to the spread of the Gospel and of the Christian message as he had brought
to its suppression. Paul was driven to share the exciting truth of the Gospel that in his death, Christ had
gained freedom for all peoples. Paul’s Gospel brought him into conflict with many people. He seemed to
have a gift for causing a riot wherever he went. His first attempt made him a target for assassination in
Jerusalem and the local church had to get him out fast.  St Luke tells us that after Paul was shipped to
Tarsus: “The churches throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria lived in peace” (Acts 9:31).  Apparently,
you could have Paul or you could have peace, but it wasn’t easy to have both!
Today the Christians still need their different talents and shared commitment. The church throughout
the world still needs a Petrine figure to unite the different factions in the community and to be a source
of unity and strength. Christians still need apostles like Paul, people on fire with the love of Christ who
can reach out to all people, with a faith that is energetic. Neither Peter nor Paul put the torch to Nero’s
city. But they did light a fire that has never gone out.

RECENT DEATHS: Ann Cooper and Angelina Rippingham. We offer our sincere sympathy to their families
and friends.

REOPENING OF ST MARY’S CHURCH FOR PRIVATE PRAYER: Father Oliver is very pleased to confirm that
St Mary’s will be reopening for private prayer on Sunday 28th June from 9-30am to 11-30am. The safety
of everyone is most important and permission to open has been given following submission and
approval of a risk assessment. There has been a wonderful response to the appeal for volunteers to act
as stewards and they will be on hand to greet you and to explain how things will work.
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GUIDANCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER AT ST MARY’S: The procedures we must follow will be explained to
you as you arrive.  There are some key points: entry will be by the main church door and there is a one-
way system, up the centre aisle, with exit by the front door onto Zetland Street; please do not come to
church if you are “high risk”, have come into contact with someone who is suspected of having the virus
or are exhibiting cold or flu like symptoms. The guidance states that you must be refused entry. Once
inside church you will be asked to sanitise your hands using the alcohol gel provided; the maximum
occupancy to maintain 2 metre social distancing is 8 persons and you may have to wait for a space,
which the stewards will manage; as stated in last week’s newsletter you will be allowed a maximum of
15 minutes in church; only 8 pews will be open for prayer and the others will be taped off; due to the 2
metre rule only a family group of no more than 2 persons will be allowed in any one pew. Please note
that the toilets will be closed. Following each use of a pew, a steward will clean the pew before another
visitor uses it, to minimise transmission of the virus, should a visitor be carrying COVID-19 unawares.
This guidance will be subject to change and this may affect our plans for the following Sunday and
beyond.  It will be reviewed each week and appropriate adjustments made. Whilst the measures can
seem burdensome and onerous, we can all be very happy that at last the Church doors are opened.  We
have lots to pray for, so do consider coming in for prayer.

FATHER OLIVER is very grateful to the support received in preparing for the reopening of the Church and
particularly gives thanks to John Storey, the Health and Safety officer who is ensuring we follow the
guidelines, to keep both the stewards and the visitors safe and well.

REOPENING OF SCHOOLS: The wider reopening of our schools last week went like clockwork.

GOLDEN JUBILEE: Congratulations to Sr Collette (Angela Isles) on the occasion of her Golden Jubilee. Sr
Collette is a Chaplain at Tameside Hospital. Ad Multos annos.

DIOCESAN VIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr David Long and the Lourdes Hospitality are planning
a virtual pilgrimage during the week of the Diocesan Lourdes pilgrimage. I hope many people will be able
to share in the live streamed masses, prayer and events. Further details to follow.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar. I love you above all things, I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already
there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen

THE FEAST OF ST JOHN FISHER AND THOMAS MORE: We celebrated the feast day of these two giants of
the Catholic Church in England and Wales last Monday.  They are stirring witnesses to the choice of love
for God above all others. Both had risen to high positions in the court of Henry VIII: Thomas More was
Lord Chancellor and John Fisher as Chancellor of Cambridge University and confessor to the Queen.
Despite enjoying much prestige and the pomp of the court, they refused to be moved by how they
would be judged for their disagreement with Henry’s divorce proposal and rejection of the Pope.
Preferring to love Christ, they chose the hard way of Martyrdom. They were not the ones doing the
judging but were to be judged. Both were beheaded in 1535.

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST: We celebrated the Nativity of John the Baptist on Wednesday. St John is
described as the giant of faith. He is the one who ushered in the coming of the Messiah, we owe him a
special devotion and attention. St Augustine summed up John’s contribution in these beautiful words:
“John appears as the boundary between the old and new testament. We need the spirit of John the
Baptist today. He was unafraid to speak the truth and proclaim the Gospel. We today are called to be
heralds of the Gospel in the desert of the World.”



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul

Priest:  With confidence we present to our heavenly Father our own needs and the needs of our
brothers and sisters.

We pray for the church: that like Saints Peter and Paul, we may grow in our relationship with Christ and
understand that to know him is to take up the cross with him.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who are experiencing trial and difficulty, particularly Christians who are imprisoned or
persecuted for their faith: that God’s spirit will strengthen their hearts and fill them with courage.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who are burdened with guilt: that God’s love will free them and bring them confidence
that they are loved and all their sins are forgiven.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own community of faith who are sick, lonely and bereaved: may they find among their
brothers and sisters the prayerful help and support that will help them carry their burdens.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who do not see the needs of others or hear their cries, and for those who deliberately
seek to ignore: that their eyes may be opened and their hearts softened.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died especially those from our own community, may they experience
eternal rest in the presence of the risen Christ.
Lord, hear us

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of Shrewsbury to intercede
for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst all women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour
of our death.  Amen.

Priest: God, Father of all, in you we live and move and have our being. Hear the prayers we bring to you,
for ourselves and for all who are in need, through Christ our Lord. Amen
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