
Third  Sunday in Lent                                            7th March  2021

THEME: God alone has the message of eternal life.

The full significance of the law and the prophets culminates in the figure of the crucified Christ who is
Lord even over death. The truth of this is so extraordinary that we can only perceive it with eyes of faith;
otherwise  it appears either as blasphemy or madness. Yet to those who believe, God’s anointed Son
being killed and rising again is the solution to the meaning of life.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm; Thursday 9-00am
St Mary’s: Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am; Mon, Tue,  Fri 9-00am; Saturday 10-00am.
Wednesday No mass

                          STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  After Mass on Saturday mornings.
REQUIEM MASS: St Paul’s Wednesday 10-00am for Eugenia Krolisowski

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning Mass, the vigil Mass on Saturday
and Sunday morning Masses.

Recent Death: Maureen Sherwin. We offer our sympathy to her  family and friends.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR MASS: If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification,
preferably by email john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  John: 2:13-25. Insidiously the Temple trading had grown, based first on genuine
practices of devotion and sacrifice, but gradually debased by greed and corruption which needed
rigorous cleansing. Here, too, people had missed the real point of the message and were looking in the
wrong direction. Jesus dramatically swung them around to look towards God and many  hated him for it.
The sign they demanded was right there in front of them, they had trained their minds to think in terms
of matter and cost-effectiveness, so they could no longer perceive spiritual truth.

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST: Prior to Vatican II there were comparatively few solemn High
Masses. Most celebrations of the Eucharist took place in great simplicity. There was no music and apart
from the altar boy , no minister other than the priest. While the celebration  may have taken longer than
nine minutes, many were celebrated in a very short time. Even after the practice of frequent
Communion was adopted in the early twentieth century, this took place outside of the actual liturgical
order. Dom Botte, one of the main liturgical scholars of the post conciliar period , tells us how
communion was distributed in his youth:
Communion was distributed before mass, after mass, and in the middle of mass, but never at the
moment indicated by the liturgy. The schedule was the determining factor: Communion was distributed
every fifteen minutes. When mass began on the hour you were sure to see, as the clock struck quarter
past the hour, a priest in surplice came out of the sacristy , rush to the altar, and interrupt the celebrant
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in order to take the ciborium out of the tabernacle. The celebrant then was allowed to continue the
mass until he was disturbed again by the ciborium being returned to the tabernacle. All of this sounds
strange to us,  but we must keep in mind the ideas then current. Mass was no longer the prayer of the
Christian community. The clergy prayed entirely in place of, and in the name of, the community. As a
result, the faithful were only remotely involved and paid attention to their own personal prayers.
Communion appeared to be a private devotion without any special link to the mass.

SHREWSBURY’S SECOND SPRING: Some brief details concerning the reordering of the sanctuary  of our
cathedral. Workers have carried on through COVID-I9. Long hidden treasures are coming to light, the
latest being fragments of beautiful Victorian wall paintings underneath layers of cream emulsion. These
are by Joseph  Aloysius Pippet, a catholic designer and artist employed by John Hardman & Co, a leading
provider of stained glass and furnishings in the Gothic Revival. Pippet worked on the cathedral from
1885 beginning with the new altar and reredos for the Sacred Heart chapel. Old photographs show his
decorative scheme in the sanctuary and on the sanctuary arch. Last year, two conservators using
scalpels and magnifying lenses scraped off the paint covering an Annunciation scene and found Pippet’s
work largely intact. One can see a little of the red and white hem of Mary’s bright blue robe, and, further
down, fragments of stencilled fleur-de-lys and crowns. Architectural historian James Crowley, who has
been advising on the cathedral restoration, has been investigating Pippet’s painting on the sanctuary
arc. It shows Christ seated in glory at the apex with Our Lady and St Joseph on either side. Beneath Our
Lady, angels are incensing with thuribles, echoing the Psalm 140, “let my prayer come before you like
incense.”  The angels below St Joseph carry crowns, symbolising blessings. Crowley says to have an
illustration of prayers ascending and blessings descending precisely where the faithful would kneel and
pray in front of the statues is a great demonstration of what prayer is. Bishop Mark adds: “In some ways,
Christ in glory at the highest point of the interior is completing a theology of the cathedral as it
developed. It was that vision of beauty and Christ in his glory: the petitions of the faithful rising to him
and the blessings descending on the people.”  The recovering of this painting, if it proves possible, is a
priority for Bishop Mark. It is he says, further evidence of how the cathedral artists gave of their very
best. “We see a witness of faith being uncovered.” Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin was commissioned
to design the cathedral by his patron, the 16th Earl of Shrewsbury, in 1852 but both men died later that
year. The task was passed on to Pugin’s son, Edward with the 17th Earl of Shrewsbury, Bertram, taking
up the patronage. Both were only 19 at the time. The dedication was to Our Lady Help of Christians and
St Peter of Alcantara, a Spanish Franciscan chosen by Bertram, who had benefited from his intercession.
The cathedral was consecrated in 1856 by Cardinal Wiseman, it was one of the first purpose-built
cathedrals following the restoration of Catholic hierarchy six years earlier.

THE FULL REOPENING  OF THE SCHOOLS: On Monday our schools will fully reopen to children of school
age where they will receive a warm welcome  from the staff,  who have been preparing for their return
since the Prime Minister made the announcement. I had the opportunity of sharing a little time with
some   children  who have been in school during this shut down recently, saying they were looking
forward to meeting up with all those who had to stay at home.

RETIRING COLLECTION:  The parish SVP has remained active throughout the pandemic and has assisted
a number of families financially  during this time. They are short of funds to meet its ongoing
commitments. They  will be taking  a retiring collection this weekend at both churches, with one of the
SVP members present. Please be generous with your contribution. Thank you.

SERVICE: ‘Everybody can serve. You don’t need a college degree to serve. You don’t need to know about
Plato or Aristotle to serve. You don’t need to know about Einstein’s theory of relativity or the second
theory of thermodynamics to serve. You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love , and
you can be that servant, that exalted position in the kingdom of God’. (Martin Luther King jnr)



BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Third Sunday of Lent

Priest: We ask the  Father to share the fruits of the victory of his Son in our prayer.

We pray for the Pope that he may be a sign of the truth that cannot be defeated.
Lord, hear us

We pray for the church: that we may be united in purity of worship and courage showing our faith to the
world
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who do not believe in the victory of the cross: that they may still experience some of
the fruits of that victory
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who suffer in any way: that they may be comforted by a hope in the God who is
greater than our hearts.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died and have gone before us.: may they soon sing the song of victory, as
we await the restoration of all things.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray Hail Mary.

Priest: God our Father, though so much that we put our trust in will not stand in this world, still we can
know that all is prepared for, nothing is wasted and every step we take is a step in your direction; hear
our prayers, and grant us to see that even when we feel lost, the footsteps of your Son lead us on . We
ask this through Christ our Lord Amen



The Readings for Sunday 7th March 2021

Entrance Antiphon  My eyes are always on the
Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare. Turn
to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and
poor.

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 20:1-17
God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I am the Lord
your God who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have
no gods except me. You shall not make yourself a
carved image or any likeness of anything in
heaven or on earth beneath or in the waters
under the earth; you shall not bow down to them
or serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God and I punish the father’s fault in the
sons, the grandsons, and the great-grandsons of
those who hate me; but I show kindness to
thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments. You shall not utter the name of
the Lord your God to misuse it, for the Lord will
not leave unpunished the man who utters his
name to misuse it. Remember the sabbath day
and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and
do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath
for the Lord your God. You shall do no work that
day, neither you nor your son nor your daughter
nor your servants, men or women, nor your
animals nor the stranger who lives with you. For in
six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth
and the sea and all that these hold, but on the
seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord has
blessed the sabbath day and made it sacred.
Honour your father and your mother so that you
may have a long life in the land that the Lord your
God has given to you. You shall not kill. You shall
not commit adultery. You shall not steal.  You shall
not bear false witness against your neighbour.You
shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall
not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his servant,
man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or
anything that is his.’

Psalm 18 Response: You, Lord have the message
of eternal life
The law of the Lord is perfect,
  it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
  it gives wisdom to the simple. Response

The precepts of the Lord are right,

  they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
  it gives light to the eyes. Response

The fear of the Lord is holy,
  abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth
  and all of them just. Response

They are more to be desired than gold,
  than the purest of gold
and sweeter are they than honey,
  than honey from the comb. Response

A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to
the Corinthians 1:22-25
While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks
look for wisdom, here are we preaching a
crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they
cannot get over, to the pagans madness, but to
those who have been called, whether they are
Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!  I
am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will never die. Praise to
you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to
John 2:13-25
Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to
Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people
selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the
money-changers sitting at their counters there.
Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them
all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well,
scattered the money-changers’ coins, knocked
their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers,
‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my
Father’s house into a market.’ Then his disciples
remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your
house will devour me. The Jews intervened and
said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what
you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this
sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The
Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build



this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three
days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that
was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead,
his disciples remembered that he had said this,
and they believed the scripture and the words he
had said. During his stay in Jerusalem for the
Passover many believed in his name when they
saw the signs that he gave, but Jesus knew them
all and did not trust himself to them; he never
needed evidence about any man; he could tell
what a man had in him.

Communion Antiphon  For anyone who drinks it,
says the Lord, the water I shall give will become in
him a spring welling up to eternal life.

The Gloria is not said during Lent

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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