
Third Sunday of Easter                                                  18th April  2021
THEME: Through Christ’s sacrifice our sins can be wiped out.

God’s revelation was a slow and very gradual  unfolding. Which we can trace to the law of Moses, the
Prophets and the  Psalms; and all this points to the necessary suffering of the Christ in order to save the
world from sin. Now Christ has fulfilled his mission, and as Easter people we witness to new life he has
made possible.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s:   Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm.  Thursday 9-00am
                         St Mary’s:  Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am; Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9-00am
                                             Saturday 10-00am
ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away but we have to follow the guide lines)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the
vigil mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s

RECENT DEATH: Margaret Rowbottom.  Requiescat in Pace. We offer our sympathy to all her  friends.

Scripture Passage: Lk 24: 35-48 Even though Peter and some of the others had realised that Jesus was the
anointed one  about whom the prophets had written, they were still hard put to grasp that God has
power even greater than death. Perhaps they thought his spiritual life was to help them, rather as Elijah’s
power on Elisha. Perhaps they felt they ought to be strong enough to carry on as they had after being sent
out  by Jesus two by two. Then, they had come back thrilled and confident: now they felt weak and
frightened, and probably  very guilty and embarrassed by their pathetic cowardice and disloyalty on
Thursday and Friday.
Could it be that their own guilt and embarrassment  was what prevented them from looking truth in the
face? Was their wounded self-image causing them to hide from God’s face just as Adam and Eve had
done? At any rate, they were in great need of reassurance, so Christ reassures them  by being with them
once again, just like the old times and they do not believe their eyes.
Triumphant over death and sin, and knowing how delighted his friends will be once the penny  drops,
Jesus sense of humour shows through as he voices their fears ‘touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost
has no flesh and bones  as you can see I have’. At last they look at him with both physical and spiritual
eyes wide open, so that they are once more receptive as Jesus patiently explains again about his
fulfilment of the scriptures.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: First Holy Communion will be celebrated with the children in year 4 in St
Mary’s school, on Saturday June 26th and Saturday July 10th  at 10-00am and St Paul’s school,
Saturday July 3rd 9-30am.  We had to cancel Saturday June 19th due to continued restrictions on that
date.
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POPE FRANCIS: Designates Knock an international Marian and Eucharistic shrine. The director of the
shrine, Fr Gibbons, described it as “an historic milestone” for Ireland’s national shrine. “This gives us
standing internationally”. In the August 1879 apparition, St Joseph appeared together with our Lady
and St John the Evangelist and the Lamb of God. For Fr Gibbons, St Joseph speaks to Covid times  “He
comes across as a stoic and a very emphatic individual who knows what it is to suffer and worry but
who was always faithful despite difficult times.  He is the protector of the Holy Family.”

ALL SAINTS BUILDING WORK PROJECT:
(1) All weather pitch (existing Redgra only) - replacement of surface including build-up, new fencing,
paths, ramp, steps. The size of the present  pitch will be smaller.
(2) Dance studio where previous staff room is located-includes new windows, sprung floor, ceiling,
lighting etc.
(3) Fitness suite – generally new flooring - mechanical ventilation.
(4) Upgrading to existing Gymnasium
(5) Changing room refurbishment
(6) Science Refurbishment; 3 class rooms and prep room.
(7) Room 40 - prepare as a general teaching area.
Atkins Global, on behalf of the Diocese of Shrewsbury will be responsible for the project.

THANK YOU: Fr Oliver thanks all parishioners for their generous Easter offerings and all those who sent
him Easter cards and personal gifts.

OUR LADY’S GROTTO: Thanks to all those who helped to clean up the Grotto area in St Paul’s church
grounds.

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH: May he rest in peace. Bishop Mark has written to her Majesty the Queen to
extend the condolences of the Shrewsbury diocese  and the assurance of our prayers. The Catholic faith
teaches us to pray for those who have died and this is always our final duty  of charity. Fr Oliver
remembered him and his family in mass on Saturday morning.

THE STORY OF THE LOST HANDS: One morning as I knelt and prayed. I gazed at the statue of Christ in clay
And lo! to my dismay, He’s got no arms and hands that sway. I searched around and searched from roof
to ground and even beyond, His wounded hands could not be found. So I turned to Him and asked our
Lord if it’s a dream; Why in his glorious seat He seemed to be incomplete? Then kindly he replied YOU
ARE MY HANDS. Heal the wounds of the afflicted.. care for the poor.. give hope to the helpless.. reach out
to the weary.. clothe the naked. . By doing this my child.. you will RESTORE MY HANDS.

THE NEED FOR HOLISTIC EDUCATION: I do not see the future of education as being robot-based.
Education in the context of the Gospel of Jesus favours holistic education and not merely skills based
training programmes. All schools must attempt to create a learning environment where children are
accepted as they are, and are encouraged to attain their full and unique potential as human beings, made
in the in the image and likeness of God. Holistic education engages all aspects of the student’s life. It is
not focused merely on learning ideas, but also encourages education in the arts, culture, science,
languages, sport, ecology and religion. Schools that opt for holistic learning strive to encourage pupils to
be unselfish and to use their gifts, not just to benefit themselves, but for the common good of other
humans and the planet. Sean McDonagh Robots, Ethics and the future of Jobs

RECENT COLLECTIONS: St Mary’s £739.00.  Maundy Thursday, CAFOD £80.00.  Good Friday £193. 30.
                                          St Paul’s £632.76.



BIDDING PRAYERS for the Third Sunday of Easter

Priest: 
“What can bring us happiness” today’s psalm asks. Our hope lies in God alone, to whom we now
confidently present our needs.

 We pray for every member of the church that we may continue to encounter the risen Lord in deeply
personal  ways and courageously bear witness to his love by our lives.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for the nations of the world: that all people will have the opportunity  and the openness to
respond to the message of life and reconciliation which the Gospel offers.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who find it hard to believe or who have been damaged  by people of faith: that the
words of hope and new life promised by the Gospel may be a reality in their lives.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who suffer for their faith in Christ: that as they stand with the Lord in his passion, so
they may experience his presence today.
Lord hear us:

We pray for the sick and the dying: grant them peace and a deep awareness of God’s healing presence.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.
Priest: Heavenly Father, hear these prayers we make to you this day. Just as you raised your Son Jesus
from the dead, so raise us also to imitate the pattern of his live and love, through Christ our Lord . Amen



The Readings for Sunday 18th April 2021

Entrance Antiphon Cry out with joy to God, all the
earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O render him
glorious praise, alleluia.

A Reading from the Book of the Acts of the
Apostles 3:13-15,17-19
Peter said to the people: ‘You are Israelites, and it
is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of
our ancestors, who has glorified his servant Jesus,
the same Jesus you handed over and then
disowned in the presence of Pilate after Pilate had
decided to release him. It was you who accused
the Holy One, the Just One, you who demanded
the reprieve of a murderer while you killed the
prince of life. God, however, raised him from the
dead, and to that fact we are the witnesses. ‘Now I
know, brothers, that neither you nor your leaders
had any idea what you were really doing; this was
the way God carried out what he had foretold,
when he said through all his prophets that his
Christ would suffer. Now you must repent and turn
to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.’

Psalm 4 Response: Lift up the light of your face
on us, O Lord
When I call, answer me, O God of justice;
  from anguish you released me, have mercy and
hear me!
Response

It is the Lord who grants favours to those whom he
loves;
  the Lord hears me whenever I call him.
Response

‘What can bring us happiness?’ many say.
  Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.
Response

I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at once
  for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.
Response

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John
2:1-5
I am writing this, my children, to stop you sinning;
but if anyone should sin,

we have our advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ, who is just; he is the sacrifice that takes our
sins away, and not only ours, but the whole
world’s. We can be sure that we know God only by
keeping his commandments. Anyone who says, ‘I
know him’, and does not keep his commandments,
is a liar, refusing to admit the truth. But when
anyone does obey what he has said, God’s love
comes to perfection in him.

Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus, explain the
Scriptures to us. Make our hearts burn within us as
you talk to us. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke  24:35-48
The disciples told their story of what had
happened on the road and how they had
recognised Jesus at the breaking of bread.   They
were still talking about all this when Jesus himself
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be
with you!’ In a state of alarm and fright, they
thought they were seeing a ghost. But he said,
‘Why are you so agitated, and why are these
doubts rising in your hearts? Look at my hands and
feet; yes, it is I indeed. Touch me and see for
yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as you
can see I have.’ And as he said this he showed
them his hands and feet. Their joy was so great
that they still could not believe it, and they stood
there dumbfounded; so he said to them, ‘Have you
anything here to eat?’ And they offered him a
piece of grilled fish, which he took and ate before
their eyes.  Then he told them, ‘This is what I
meant when I said, while I was still with you, that
everything written about me in the Law of Moses,
in the Prophets and in the Psalms has to be
fulfilled.’ He then opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘So
you see how it is written that the Christ would
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and
that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of
sins would be preached to all the nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to
this.’

Communion Antiphon The disciples recognised
the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread,
alleluia.



Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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