
Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time           19th September 2021
THEME: Christ foretells his death. The disciples did not understand the weakness and vulnerability  in the
face of brutality that Jesus seemed to be suggesting . Their idea of greatness was still a worldly view, with
status and privilege important. Jesus hugs a small child to help them to see how different are the values of
his kingdom of loving service whether rewarded or not; where the best is the willing servant of all.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am
                         St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Monday, Wednesday, 9-00 am Saturday 10-00 am
                         St Mary’s School: Mass Friday 9-00am Parishioners are welcome
                         Tuesday No mass
REQUIEM MASS: Requiem mass in St Mary’s on Thursday  for Keith Burke  12-00 noon.

RECENT DEATH: Doreen Ann Nathaniel. We offer our sincere sympathy to all her family relatives and
friends.

RECENT BAPTISM: Martha Suzanna Gubbins was welcomed into God’s family last Sunday. 

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark 9:30-37  Even those who were constantly in the company of Jesus fell prey to
the tempting attractions of power and status. Aware that Jesus is approaching the climax of his ministry,
when the new kingdom will be ushered in, the disciples started squabbling about which of them ought to
have the most power. So Jesus explains in actions, with a visual aid, in this very beautiful scene. The child is
obviously comfortable  and happy in Jesus’ hug, without any desire to be honoured for being there. And
that is how we need to be - just unaffectedly happy in his presence. For, as Jesus explains, all are equally
precious to God, so whether we welcome a famous celebrity or a small toddler we shall be welcoming God
himself.

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:  Tuesday is the feast of St Matthew, apostle and evangelist. Matthew, also known
as Levi, was a Jew who collected taxes for the Romans at Capernaum in Galilee. It was here that Jesus met
him and called him to be an apostle. Matthew is venerated  as the author of the Gospel which highlights
Jesus as the Messiah  and underlines the presence of the kingdom of God in the Church
PADRE PIO:1887-1968. Thursday. Padre Pio was an Italian Capuchin Franciscan priest, mystic, confessor
and stigmatic who suffered, for fifty years, the five wounds of the crucifixion. Believing that, ‘love is the
first  ingredient in the relief of suffering’, he built a house for the relief of suffering. Many people came to
him for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM:  Walsingham is one of the great pilgrimage centres of medieval times.  The
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Lady of the Manor of Walsingham, Richeldeis  de Faverches, was instructed by the Virgin Mary  to build an
exact replica of the house of Nazareth in which the Annunciation  had taken place, in her village. According
to tradition the vision took place in 1061 though the more likely date is 100 years later. The original house
was destroyed during the reformation, but during the 19th and early 20th centuries pilgrimages to
Walsingham were revived for both Anglicans and Catholics.

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL: Teaching assistant Level 3, required. term time only, 36 hours. Grade E 11-
16.  Post objective/s to work under the guidance of teaching/senior staff and within an agreed system of
supervision, to implement agreed work programmes with individual/  groups in or out of the class room.
To supervise, within the school cover supervision policy, whole classes occasionally during the short term
absence of teachers to maintain good order and to keep the pupils on task.
Closing date for applications Thursday 23rd September 2021 12-00 noon. Shortlisting date 24th September
2021. Interview date Wednesday 29th September 2021. Further details from Mrs Claire McMahon
headteacher 368-4824

PILGRIMAGE OF REPARATION & PRAYER FOR THE SANCTITY OF LIFE: SATURDAY 23rd OCTOBER 2021:
PLACE: Walsingham, led by Bishop Mark assisted by Fr Jeremy Davies, Fr David Donoghue, Franciscan Friars
of the Renewal. The day begins at 12-00 noon with mass in the Chapel of Reconciliation. Theme – The
courage to proclaim the Gospel of life in post-pandemic Britain. For travel information and more details call
01858 571242 or visit www.prolifepilgrimage.org

ST MARY & ST PAUL PARISH ACCOUNT: A further reminder from the Diocese The parish accounts have
been amalgamated, and the account name is now St Mary & St Paul. You don’t have to do anything if you
have a standing order in place, these have been updated automatically. If you write a cheque, please
remember to make it out to St Mary & St Paul. If you make an online donation, you will need to use the
following Account Name, Sort Code and Account Number, to make sure it goes through: SRCDT-No 234025
St Mary & St Paul, 30-15-52, 54596168. Please check that your standing orders  are going into this
account. Thank you.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS: You can use this link to access the Sunday readings for this weekend. 
https://universalis.com/20210919/mass.htm

CATHOLIC CERTIFICATE IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: For Over 25years the Catholic Certificate of Religious
Studies  has enabled those responsible for passing on our Catholic Christian faith through education or
catechesis to gain a deeper knowledge of our faith. From this month the Diocese will be offering two
pathways to study CCRS. The first will be as the Diocese has traditionally done it, meeting in person on a
Thursday morning at St Columba’s Parish Hall in Chester. The second pathway is an adaptation of our online
learning provision developed during the past eighteen months. The online content will be combined with
smaller tasks to do throughout the course, these will be collected and form the basis of the seminars which
we will hold in person at the end of the module. For the seminars there will be a choice of location, either a
Thursday evening in Birkenhead or a Saturday morning in Manchester. If you wish to receive further
information send an email to ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org or directly to
frmichaelcoughlan@hotmail.co.uk
ALPHA COURSE: A course is to start on Wednesday  October  6th which can draw people in to finding God
for the first time in their lives or returning to their faith from which they have turned away. A weekly Zoom
session with video and short discussion will be run by a team of parishioners  from St Christophers Romiley.
For further information contact Tony and Judith at judithone2@gmail.com or phone Anne 0161 492 27112

DIAMOND JUBILEE: Congratulations to Ken and Joan Bradburn who celebrated the diamond jubilee of their
marriage recently. We wish them many more years of married bliss.

SECOND COLLECTION: For  the support of the church’s mission in poor parishes in England and Wales.
Next Sunday - for the building fund.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Priest: 
Loving God, you invite us to share your life and love; we ask you to listen to the prayers we bring before
you and to hear even the unspoken longings in our hearts.

We pray for the Pope, bishops and priests that the challenge to care for those who are most vulnerable in
our global community will be heard and will find a response in hearts which are open to love.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for political and civic leaders: that they will cooperate  in peace with each other and work for the
common good of all the people whom they are called to serve.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for the people who are sick, isolated and in need and for the carers who support them: that they
will find reasons for hope in spite of their challenges.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for parents as they try to encourage and support their children that their good example will bring
families ever closer together in peace and love.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who are working to nurture respect and care for the environment that they will succeed
in building peace in our beautiful but often broken world.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: Lord God our Father, we ask you to hear our prayers and bring us ever closer to you in all that we
say , through Christ our Lord. Amen
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