
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                5th September 2021
THEME: Christ opens ears to hear and tongues to speak.
The great time of saving and comfort would be heralded with the deaf hearing and the dumb speaking and
Jesus fulfils the prophecy with compassion and power. If we tune our ears to his words we shall hear the
truth that leads us to live Gospel lives, lives with God-centred values and priorities, uncluttered by
materialism , wealth and status.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s: Vigil Mass Sat 6-00pm. Thursday 9-00am
                         St Mary’s: Sun 9-30am, 11-00am. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9-00am. Saturday 10-00am
                         St Paul’s School: Mass Tuesday 10-00am
                         St Mary’s School: Mass Friday 10-00am

 BAPTISMS: Ethan James Evans, Mia Paige Elle Cooper  were welcomed into the family of God recently.

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the vigil
mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Mark 35: 4-7.  Spittle was commonly used in the medicine of Jesus’ time, so it is
interesting that his healing incorporated this. When we pray for healing, our prayers may well be answered
via a visit to the doctor or the hospital, for God delights in using us and our gifts in the work of healing .
Every time researchers discover new ways  to combat pain and disease, that is a victory for the God of
Wholeness who enlightens and heals.
If we really want to see Jesus in action, we have only to visit a patient who has been ‘prayed through’ a
major operation; there is an incredible radiance  about such people that joyfully proclaims the peace that
can only come from God. It shows plainly that wholeness is more than clinical health, that Jesus personally
transforms the spiritual, emotional and physical structure of the people he is asked to heal.

FEAST OF THE WEEK: On Wednesday we celebrate the birthday of Our Lady, the Mother of God. This feast
originated about the sixth century, a development of the feast of the dedication of the Church of St Anne
built in Jerusalem  ‘where Mary was born’. Observed in Rome in the 7th century, it was later used to
determine the date of Mary’s Immaculate Conception. Because of her importance in salvation history,
Mary’s birthday is celebrated as well as those of her Son, the Lord and John the Baptist.

THE MARCH FOR LIFE: Took place on Saturday September 4th in London from The Emmanuel Centre to the
Houses of Parliament. There were a number of Pro- life speakers including Bishop John Keenan from
Scotland.

ST MARY’S & ST PAUL’S NEWSLETTERThe R.C. Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity
Parish Priest: Father Oliver O’Doherty 29 Zetland St, Dukinfield, Cheshire SK16 4EJ

Website: stmaryandstpaul.org.uk                   Email: o.odoherty@ntlworld.com
Telephone:  0161 330 2424
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ST PETER’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL: Deputy Headteacher required for 1st September Salary L5-L9
Group 2 NOR 207 & Nursery 22. Closing date:  Monday 20th September 10-00am. Shortlisting: Monday
20th September 2-00pm Interviews: Wednesday 29th September. Visits to the school by arrangement with
Mrs K Ryan 338 3303 or email admin@st-peters.tameside.  Further details and application form  can be
downloaded from the school website and should be returned by email to Sue.
Jenkinson@diocesofshrewsbury.org

AN ORCHESTRAL FUND RAISER FOR THE STOCKPORT, HYDE AND WYTHENSHAW CHILDRENS CAMP:
The leading chamber orchestra in Stockport, the MARETTI, has teamed up with the Society of St Vincent de
Paul in Stockport to raise funds for the camp. The next concert is on Saturday September 23rd 2021 at St
Andrews  Church,  Cheadle Rd, Cheadle Hulme , SK8 5ET
The programme features Chopin’s Piano Concerto No 2, with bright and budding musical talent, Haley
Morgan Myles.
Tickets £10 available on the door or reserve by phoning 485 1312 or Kevin 282 5523 or 07504130749.
Kevin.mckenna70@ntlworld.com
SVP Stockport Children’s Camp was started in 1934 one of the seven often known as Vinnie Camps,
annually provides safe and caring holidays for children who need it most.

PILGRIMAGE OF REPARATION & PRAYER FOR THE SANCTITY OF LIFE: SATURDAY 23rd OCTOBER 2021:
PLACE: Walsingham, led by Bishop Mark assisted by Fr Jeremy Davies, Fr David Donoghue Franciscan Friars
of the Renewal. The day begins at 12-00 noon with mass in the Chapel of Reconciliation. Theme – The
courage to proclaim the Gospel of life in post-pandemic Britain. For travel information and more details call
01858 571242 or visit www.prolifepilgrimage.org

THANKS: Fr Oliver thanks Fr Tom  Ryan S M A for seeing to the Pastoral needs of the parish while he was on
his annual leave. We look forward to seeing him again next summer D.V. He also thanks everyone for
making him welcome and ensuring everything was ready when he came to celebrate Holy mass.

GOLDEN JUBILEE: Congratulations to Ted and Margaret Davenport who celebrated the Golden  Jubilee of
their marriage on Friday September 3rd. We wish them many more years of married bliss.

PARISH COLLECTION: The offertory collection for July £1,822.73 Thank you for your generosity.

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER: Fr Oliver thanks Mary McDonough for producing a newsletter  during the
month of August. Her garden looks very impressive  with the figure of Our Lady the Mother of God
depicting   the mysteries of the rosary.

THE SYMBOLISM OF THE OAK TREE: Throughout history, the oak tree has long been held sacred by many
cultures and has been represented in different myths, dating back to ancient Greek , Roman  and Celtic
civilisations. Let’s take a look at what makes this tree worthy of worship, why it continues to be popular in
what it symbolises today. The Druids were the intellectual and priestly class who served as philosophers,
judges and mediators in ancient Britain and France. The oak tree was worshipped in their faith.
In fact so important was the oak  to this group, that the very name Druid is derived from the Latin term
druides and Greek word drus which means oak. The suffix  -ides meaning the son of. The Celts used the
word Druit to refer to someone who possessed wisdom or oak knowledge.

According to Pliny the elder, a Roman scholar and philosopher, the Druids regarded the oak tree as sacred,
and considered them sent from heaven. They even performed religious rites and feasts under the oak
trees, and climbed them to harvest mistletoe, which was also used in spells and medicines. The Celts even
made magic wands from oak wood, which they believe to have healing powers.
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest: 
We bring our prayers to God our Father, asking for his healing love to fill our hearts and minds.

We pray for the Pope and for all who are called to lead the Church: that we may listen and respond to the
needs   of those who are poor with love and humility.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for world leaders: that they may be open to the cries of those most in need, to the pleading of our
planet for healing and to the good of all creation.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who can not hear or speak: that in all forms of communication, they may feel held in
compassionate listening and patient love.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for all who need healing, especially for those known to us who suffer physically, spiritually or
emotionally: that Christ’s healing touch may bring them peace and hope.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who feel ignored or forgotten: that they may be given a sense of belonging and of being
part of the family of God.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Priest: Loving Father, source of all healing and hope, we offer you our prayers, asking you to grant them
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
.
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