
12th Sunday in Ordinary time                                                            21st June 2020          
THEME: Do not be afraid - you are safe in God’s hands
Whatever the danger, whatever the pain, we shall never be left to cope unaided. God loves us, supports
us and sustains us, and keeps us ultimately safe. Only he has power over eternal life; nothing on earth
can destroy more than the body.

Today’s first reading Jerimiah 20:10-13. The Gospel reading Matthew 10: 26-32. The disciple’s
response. When push comes to shove, people react differently. In today’s first reading Jerimiah refuses
to be intimidated by terror from every side. That doesn’t mean that the terror doesn’t get to him - he is
a prophet - it means that he has no intention of allowing the terror to write his script and dictate who he
is. Jerimiah had been abandoned by all his friends who now try to discredit him. He is thrown into prison
for his preaching, and the army council threatens him with death if he doesn’t change his tune. But
Jerimiah refuses to be bullied into agreement because he believes that “the Lord is at my side a mighty
hero”. What keeps Jerimiah sane amidst of all his precautions is the profound belief that God cares for
him. And, less spiritually, the frank hope that God will clobber all his enemies in good time! In today’s
Gospel Jesus appears in strong voice against intimidation. He does not disguise the truth that his
disciples will be confronted by those who threaten, bully, and intimidate others into submissive
agreement. Jesus’ advice is clear: not only does he want his disciples to refuse to submit to the
merchants of death, he tells them not to be afraid of them: “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul”. The followers of Jesus are going to come face to face with terrorism, with the
kind of violent intimidation that gives them an offer they can’t refuse. Jesus tells them to refuse it. They
have a real choice: disown Jesus and live or, profess him and face certain death. That is a fearful
prospect. Yet Jesus says: “Do not be afraid.” How can a disciple of Jesus be not afraid? What power is
available to the disciple to overcome that fear?  The challenge to confess the name of Jesus is one that is
issued to every generation and every Christian. The intimidation we experience may not be one of terror
and persecution, but it can still be felt when we come face to face with those who resent the Gospel.
When it comes to Christian values. The raised eyebrows and the scornful silence can be ways of trying to
brow-beat the believer. Eyebrow–raising and crucifixion are different only in the degree to which they
display disapproval. We can face that kind of intimidation only when we believe in our worth before
God. Our real sense of worth can overcome our real fear. The Father offers us his everlasting love. When
we keep that offer in mind, all the other offers begin to look very tacky indeed.

RE-OPENING OF SCHOOLS: The wider re-opening of schools in Tameside will take place on Monday June
22nd. St Mary’s and St Paul’s will welcome year 6 on Monday.  All Saint’s will welcome year 10 on
Tuesday.

RE-OPENING OF ST MARY’S CHURCH FOR PRIVATE PRAYER: Father Oliver is very pleased to announce
that St Mary’s will be reopening for private prayer each Sunday from 9-30am to 11-30am.  The plan is
that this will start either next Sunday, 28th June or the following Sunday, 5th July, depending on the
completion of all the Health and Safety preparations.  To support this, volunteers are required to act as
stewards.  The role of the steward will be to welcome people into the church and ensure they are aware
of and follow the social distancing guidelines.  If you are willing and able (not in a ‘high-risk’ category) to
assist, please contact Father Oliver.  You do not need to be able to cover the full two hours, we will set
up a rota with slots between 30 and 60 minutes, depending on the number of volunteers.
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GUIDANCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER AT ST MARY’S: There are strict procedures we must follow as we
prepare for reopening St Mary’s for private prayer, which are designed to ensure proper social
distancing, regular cleaning of surfaces, and that those entering our churches, and those stewarding and
cleaning, are protected against any potential transmission of COVID-19. The church will be marked out
with tape and other signage to ensure that seats and walk-ways are separated in line with the current
HM Government guidance. As such this reduces our capacity at present to a maximum of 8 people in the
Church at any one time. The guidance also states that people should only remain inside the Church for
15 minutes.  At the door, a visitor will be greeted by a steward who will direct the visitor towards a hand
sanitiser and explain the way they can walk to a seat and on leaving which way to go.  Entry will be via
the main doors of the Church, exit will be through the front door near the sacristy, with hand sanitiser at
the entry and exit.   Following each use of a pew, a steward will clean the pew before another visitor
uses it, to minimise transmission of the virus should a visitor be carrying COVID-19 unawares. At present
St Mary’s will be open for private prayer on Sundays from 9:30am to 11:30am, starting on June 28th or
July 5th – to be confirmed next Saturday.  We will review each week to see how this time is working
and please do give feedback on the suitability of this time.  Whilst the measures can seem burdensome
and onerous, we can all be very happy that at last the Church doors can be opened and we have lots to
pray for, so do consider coming in for prayer. Public Masses and the sacraments are not yet permitted
and we give thanks for this first step.

FATHER OLIVER is very grateful to the support received in preparing for the re-opening of the Church
and particularly gives thanks to John Storey, the Health and Safety officer who is ensuring we follow the
guidelines to keep both the stewards and the visitors safe and well.

GUBAY FOUNDATION Bishop Mark is pleased to report that the Gubay Foundation has awarded
£62,300 to a joint application by Caritas and the Diocese. The funds are to be used to meet the
immediate needs of families in distress where their circumstances have been made worse due to the
public health crisis and to prevent families falling into further difficulties. The needs range from
transport to hospital appointments to more complex needs such as utility bills where disconnection is
imminent or help with rent arrears. Caritas Diocese of Shrewsbury is working in Wythenshawe, across
Cheshire (out of St Marys in Middlewich), Shrewsbury and Shropshire as well as on the Wirral, covering
a significant proportion of the Diocese. This important practical support is being given to the most
vulnerable families as part of a longer-term development of family support in the Diocese.

DIOCESAN VIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr David Long and the Lourdes Hospitality are planning
a virtual pilgrimage during the week of the Diocesan Lourdes pilgrimage. I hope many people will be able
to share in the live streamed masses, prayer and events. Further details to follow.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Please keep our sick and housebound parishioners in your daily prayers.  If you
know of anyone who is in special need of prayers or comfort, please let Fr. Oliver know.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar. I love you above all things, I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already
there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen

THE PARISH PRAYER: Father, pour out your Spirit upon our community and grant us a new vision of your
glory; a new experience of your power; a new faithfulness to your word; a new consecration to your
service. That your love may grow among us and your kingdom come. Through Christ our Lord Amen

THE PARISH MEAL: It is now clear that we will not be able to re-arrange the parish meal for some length
of time. Peter Chorlton who paid the deposit of £10 per person (£300) has spoken to the owners of Deli
Felice who have agreed to refund the deposit. Should they change their minds, those who put their
names forward will hopefully be kind enough to refund Peter.  We will keep you posted.



LET GOD LOVE YOU: Be silent.  Be still.  Alone.  Empty before the face of God.  Say nothing ask nothing.
Be silent.  Be still.  Let God look upon you; that is all.  God knows.  God understands.  God loves with
unending love.  God only wants to look upon you with love.  Quiet.  Be still.  Let God love you.

THE FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART:   On Friday, we celebrated the feast of the Sacred Heart. Devotion to
the Sacred Heart, was encouraged by medieval mystics and promoted by St Gertrude, by St Mary
Alacoque and others and represents a devotion of Jesus in his human nature, in particular referring to
the heart as the seat of emotions. Jesus’ heart is a heart that longs for us to come to him and be
comforted, and it is sorrowful that so often we turn from him. When he appeared to St Margaret Mary
Alacoque, a French visitation sister, he said to her ‘Behold the heart that has loved men … instead of
gratitude I receive from the greater part of mankind only ingratitude.’ Pope Francis invites us “to discover
the riches hidden in the heart of Jesus, to learn to love your neighbour” He suggested “turn your gaze to
the Heart of Jesus and you will find peace, comfort and hope” He also said do not be afraid to present to
him all the intentions of our suffering humanity including its fears and miseries” “May this heart full of
love for men, give hope and trust”

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN: We celebrated this feast on Saturday 20th June.
Mary is the model of acceptance, accepted God’s will in all life’s circumstances. It was instituted by Pope
PIUS X11 in 1969.



BIDDING PRAYERS for Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priest: Our God is a gracious and generous Lord. And so we bring our needs with great
confidence.

We pray for the church: that as a community we will always build bridges and open
doors, especially to those who feel excluded, marginalised and forgotten.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who exercise power and authority in our world - in government, in
business, in the media - that they will create a culture of hospitality, welcome and
tolerance to all, following Christ himself.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who have left homeland and family in search of a better life: that they will
find security and peace which every human being needs.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who are infirm in body or spirit: may they experience the healing
presence of divine grace.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who do not see the needs of others or hear their cries, and for those
who deliberately seek to ignore: that their eyes may be opened and their hearts
softened.
Lord, hear us

We pray for those who have died and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
that they may have a seat at the heavenly banquet.
Lord, hear us

We ask Mary help of Christians, St Winefride and all the saints of the diocese of
Shrewsbury to intercede for us as we place all our intentions before the Lord.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst all women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
sinners, now and at the hour of our death.  Amen.

Priest: God our Father, your love lasts forever. Listen to the prayers we bring before you
for ourselves and for our world, and in your mercy answer them through Christ our Lord,
Amen
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