
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                          24th January 2021
THEME: Turn away from sin and believe in  the Good News of Christ.

We are at present in the last age, and the world as we know it will only  last until Christ comes in glory, it
is important, therefore, to get our priorities right straight away: to repent, to turn to Christ, and let
worldly possessions, materialism, or even good relationships take over God’s central position in our
lives.

MASS TIMES:  St Mary’s and St Paul’s: Vigil mass Saturday 6-00pm. Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon No
mass.  Tue, Thurs, Friday 9-00am.  Sat No mass. All services at St Paul’s.

RECENT DEATH: Corrine Grimley, Ann Hallsworth, Ann Green and Elva Rosetta Barlow   We offer our
sincere sympathy to all their families, relatives and friends.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  Mark 1:14-20. Jesus’ call, concerns repentance. This is always the necessary first
step; nothing can happen, not one sin can be forgiven, no growth can start at all, until we confess that
we are to blame and our sinful way of going on is our own fault. The buck stops here.
If you recoil from the unpleasantness of full repentance you are not alone; neither are you misguided:
taking the blame and renouncing excuses is a humiliating and painful experience. It hurts. But as any
dentist will confirm, no filling will be effective, not even a gold one, if the cavity is not first  drilled to
clear all the decay.
After the bad news comes the Good News! A new life, new confidence independent of circumstances, a
fresh delight and enthusiasm, an outlook of hope and challenge. The fishermen, left their old life and
followed Jesus’ call. Dare we do the same.

A further thought: Repentance and believing the Good News involve rededication and renewed
commitment. Today take time to reflect on what Jesus means to you. Then use the renewal of your
Baptismal promises as your profession of faith.

HEALTH AND SAFETY AND THE OPENING OF OUR CHURCHES: The Catholic Bishops have received
assurance that the Government does not intend to impose any blanket  closure of places of worship in
England. Officials noted that keeping places of worship open is providing benefits to the community and
adding no extra burden to the NHS. However, Local authorities will enforce closures of worship where
there is evidence of lack of COVID security; and Public Health England will continue mapping exposure
risks in different venues across the country.
Today we are invited to revaluate each local situation and examine  the factors which could affect the
standards of COVID security which has been demonstrated in our churches so far. These include but not
limited to:

1. Sufficient stewarding and management of the safety and security of the church.
2. Sufficient cleaning after acts of communal worship.
3. Maintaining good social distancing within the space available and good ventilation

ST MARY’S & ST PAUL’S NEWSLETTERThe R.C. Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity
Parish Priest: Father Oliver O’Doherty 29 Zetland St, Dukinfield, Cheshire SK16 4EJ

Website: stmaryandstpaul.org.uk                   Email: o.odoherty@ntlworld.com
Telephone:  0161 330 2424

mailto:o.odoherty@ntlworld.com
mailto:o.odoherty@ntlworld.com


4. Wearing face coverings, as required, by law within the church.
5. Factors affecting travelling to and from places of worship, such as use of public transport
6. Those who gather for worship should not mingle before or after the service and should disperse

immediately.
7. Spoken responses during worship should not be in raised voices

ARRANGEMENTS for MASS
If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification, preferably by email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.

A notice to the parishioners  of the parish of St Mary, Dukinfield and of the parish of St Paul, Hyde.

The experience of more than five years can now be relied upon to assess the situation of these two
parishes afresh. Bishop Mark now wishes to propose that the two parishes should be formally merged
into one. To do so would be to recognize legally the successful pastoral reality of the past five years, and
the act of merging of the two parishes would in itself , have no negative impact on the pastoral
arrangements within the newly merged parish. To be clear, this proposed formalization of the
arrangements will not effect the use of the two churches of St Mary and St Paul and will not change the
arrangements for the provision of the Sacraments. The proposed amalgamation should however bring
benefits. For example, matters such as administration and financial accounting has been necessarily
carried out separately for each parish, duplicating the time and expense required for these tasks. Thus,
in recognising formally the pastoral reality of the past five years plus, it is hoped that the proposed
merger of two parishes entities into one would:

1 provide more effectively for the pastoral needs of the faithful of the parishes of St Mary
Dukinfield and St Paul Hyde
2 Further strengthen the vitality of parish life
3 provide for a better, unified and more efficient stewardship of resources.
4 Make the optimum use of the efforts of clergy and lay people.

Though these proposals, if the Bishop decides that they should be adopted will mean a different
parochial structure for the people of the two parishes, this does not mean that their contribution  to and
participation in the mission of the church in these areas will be in any way diminished or less valued; far
from it. Our hope is that such contribution and participation will fully continue and be better enabled
and enhanced by these new arrangements.

Finally I want to assure you that the patronal dedication of the two churches will remain unchanged. St
Mary’s Dukinfield will remain St Mary’s and St Paul’s Hyde will remain St Paul’s . The change will be that
these two Churches within the one amalgamated parish which is proposed, should be known as “Parish
of St Mary  & St Paul in Dukinfield & Hyde”.
If any parishioner has any relevant comments to contribute on these proposals, Bishop Mark would be
happy to consider them. Comments may be made in writing by letter from the correspondents home
address and should be address to The Very Reverend Canon Philip Moor VG Curial offices, 2 Park Rd
South, Prenton Wirral, CH43 4UX.  Letters should arrive before Friday March 5th.

THANKS: Fr Oliver thanks parishioners for their cards and gifts he received on the occasion of his
birthday last Monday.

B&P RATCLIFFE LTD PAINTING AND DECORATING CONTRACTORS: The progress of the work at St Mary’s
is on their Facebook page. (20+) B & P Ratcliffe Ltd Painting & Decorating Contractors | Facebook

ST PAUL’S CHURCH: A new arm has been  fixed to the side door for safety reasons. Please open and
close this door carefully. 
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BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Third Sunday in ordinary time
Priest: We  turn in prayer to God, asking the Lord to be with us at every moment of our lives.

We pray for the church and especially all those who are preparing for the priesthood or religious life:
may the person of Christ himself inspire and guide them.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for  our world, especially  for all who feel lost or abandoned, those who are homeless and those
who are seeking employment: may they find support in those who gather around them and listen to
their plight.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all our young people as they try to discern the way forward in their lives: may they
experience the presence of Christ and his Holy Spirit as a loving inspiration and support in their
deliberations.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all those in our parish who are sick and housebound and those suffering from any illness,
physical or mental: may they be touched by the healing power of Christ in their lives.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who have died and for all those who have no one to remember them may they be
blessed by the peace and love of their Lord.
Lord, hear us.
We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray Hail Mary.

Priest: God our Father, we bring all our prayers and needs to you, for you are the source of all love and
strength in our lives , through Christ our Lord.



The Readings for Sunday 24th January 2021

Entrance Antiphon O sing a new song to the Lord;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.  In his presence are
majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his
holy place.

A Reading from the Book of Jonah 3:1-5,10
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah:
‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and
preach to them as I told you to.’ Jonah set out and
went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the
Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond
compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah
went on into the city, making a day’s journey. He
preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more
and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the
people of Nineveh believed in God; they
proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the
greatest to the least.
  God saw their efforts to renounce their evil
behaviour, and God relented: he did not inflict on
them the disaster which he had threatened.

Psalm 24
Response: Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, make me know your ways.
  Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
  for you are God my saviour. Response
Remember your mercy, Lord,
  and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
  because of your goodness, O Lord. Response
The Lord is good and upright.
  He shows the path to those who stray,
He guides the humble in the right path,
  He teaches his way to the poor. Response

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to
the Corinthians 7:29-31
Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who
have wives should live as though they had none,
and those who mourn should live as though they
had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying
life should live as though there were nothing to
laugh about; those whose life is buying things
should live as though they had nothing of their
own; and those who have to deal with the world
should not become engrossed in it. I say this
because the world as we know it is passing away.

Alleluia, alleluia! The kingdom of God is close at
hand; believe the Good News. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark 1:14-20
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into
Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from
God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the
kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and
believe the Good News.’
  As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net
in the lake – for they were fishermen. And Jesus
said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into
fishers of men.’ And at once they left their nets
and followed him.
  Going on a little further, he saw James son of
Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in
their boat, mending their nets. He called them at
once and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat
with the men he employed, they went after him.

Communion Antiphon  Look toward the Lord and
be radiant; let your faces not be abashed.



Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Credo:

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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