
Fourth  Sunday in Ordinary Time                         31st January 2021
THEME: Jesus teaches with authority
Directly in the teaching of Moses and prophets, Jesus speaks the word of God to his listeners at
Capernaum. Instead of quoting accepted explanations of the scriptures, he teaches with astonishing
insight and understanding and shows authority over both the scriptures  and the forces of evil. We
acknowledge him Lord of all, giving him the central place in our lives so that he uses us  to reach out and
rescue.

MASS TIMES:  St Mary’s and St Paul’s: Vigil mass Saturday 6-00pm. Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am. Mon No
mass.  Tue, Thurs, Friday 9-00am.  Sat No mass. All services at St Paul’s.
THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD: Tuesday is the feast of the presentation, traditionally
know as Candlemas day. The blessing of candles. Wednesday St Blaise blessing of throats.
RECENT DEATH: Joan Kelly   We offer our sincere sympathy to all her family, relatives and friends.
REQUIEM MASS: For Joan Kelly Wednesday 12-30pm  at St Paul’s.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  Mark 1:21-28  What was it about Jesus’ teaching that so impressed his listeners
at Capernaum? He used no new material or eccentric behaviour; just the same old scriptures which had
been taught week after week for generations. Yet somehow this was different-inspiring, uplifting and
enlightening. For Jesus brought the scriptures to a living reality. Instead of quoting the borrowed
opinions of accepted interpretation, he was speaking warmly, with inside information , communicating
God’s Word directly to his people. The same authority is exhibited even over the powers of darkness, as
Jesus was seen as capable  of controlling and healing physical , mental and spiritual disease.
Jesus promised that the spirit would continue his work of leading us into truth and wisdom. And
whenever we read the scriptures in an attentively, prayerful way, we experience at first hand the same
enlightening, personally applicable teaching as did that gathering in Capernaum.

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY: A time to act. This year’s Racial Justice Sunday is more important than ever.
The effects of the Coronavirus Pandemic, the killing of George Floyd and the powerful message on
fraternity and equality by Pope Francis in Fratilli speak of the need to actively oppose Racism and pursue
Racial Justice  with renewed vigour.

THE FIRST SACRAMENTS: Bishop Mark has advised that preparation for the first Sacraments of
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion may begin when the schools fully open in March. We hope
that we will be in a better position to know how to plan and prepare the young people for the
Sacraments around that time.

VENERABLE ELIZABETH PROUT - MOTHER MARY JOSEPH OF JESUS,FOUNDER OF THE SISTERS OF THE
CROSS AND PASSION - 1820 1864.  Pope Francis has recently  declared Elizabeth Prout as Venerable.
The founder of the Sisters of the Cross and Passion known as “Mother Teresa of the industrial north”
has now been recognised as venerable for her Christian life and virtues. This is a decisive point in the
Cause of Elizabeth Prout’s Beatification and Canonisation when we must turn to Heaven to seek miracles
through her prayers.
“O God, source of all life, your servant  Elizabeth Prout  responded to your call bringing together a new
family to welcome the poor and the abandoned, and keep alive the memory of your love for all your
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children shown to us in the Passion of Jesus, your Son. Give us the courage to follow her example of
living faith and untiring love. Through her intercession, grant us the favour for which we pray..”

ARRANGEMENTS for MASS
If you are intending to come to mass please provide advance notification, preferably by email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com or tel: 0161 330 2424.

A notice to the parishioners  of the parish of St Mary, Dukinfield and of the parish of St Paul, Hyde.
The experience of more than five years can now be relied upon to assess the situation of these two
parishes afresh. Bishop Mark now wishes to propose that the two parishes should be formally merged
into one. To do so would be to recognize legally the successful pastoral reality of the past five years, and
the act of merging of the two parishes would in itself , have no negative impact on the pastoral
arrangements within the newly merged parish. To be clear, this proposed formalization of the
arrangements will not effect the use of the two churches of St Mary and St Paul and will not change the
arrangements for the provision of the Sacraments. The proposed amalgamation should however bring
benefits. For example, matters such as administration and financial accounting have been necessarily
carried out separately for each parish, duplicating the time and expense required for these tasks. Thus,
in recognising formally the pastoral reality of the past five years plus, it is hoped that the proposed
merger of two parish entities into one would:

1 provide more effectively for the pastoral needs of the faithful of the parishes of St Mary
Dukinfield and St Paul Hyde
2 Further strengthen the vitality of parish life
3 provide for a better, unified and more efficient stewardship of resources.
4 Make the optimum use of the efforts of clergy and lay people.

Though these proposals, if the Bishop decides that they should be adopted will mean a different
parochial structure for the people of the two parishes, this does not mean that their contribution  to and
participation in the mission of the church in these areas will be in any way diminished or less valued; far
from it. Our hope is that such contribution and participation will fully continue and be better enabled
and enhanced by these new arrangements.
Finally I want to assure you that the patronal dedication of the two churches will remain unchanged. St
Mary’s Dukinfield will remain St Mary’s and St Paul’s Hyde will remain St Paul’s . The change will be that
these two Churches within the one amalgamated parish which is proposed, should be known as “Parish
of St Mary  & St Paul in Dukinfield &Hyde”.
If any parishioner has any relevant comments to contribute on these proposals, Bishop Mark would be
happy to consider them. Comments may be made in writing by letter from the correspondents home
address and should be address to The Very Reverend Canon Philip Moor VG Curial offices, 2 Park Rd
South, Prenton Wirral, CH43 4UX.  Letters should arrive before Friday March 5th.

SHREWSBURY LOURDES PILGRIMAGE: Shrewsbury Lourdes Hospitality Mass of our Lady of Lourdes will
be live streamed on church services. tv,https://www.churchservices.tv/svdpknutsford from St Vincent
de Paul, Knutsford at 9-30 am on the 11th February 2021. A recording will be made available to watch
on church services TV website. We will then be hosting a zoom social gathering that evening at 8pm, if
you would like details to join in please email secretary@teamshrewsbury.co.uk or call 07451249267
RIGHT TO LIFE: Daniel Turner has asked to inform you of a new parliamentary  motion (EDM 1340)
which is calling on the government to introduce new guidance on fetal pain  . The evidence that babies
can feel pain in the womb, and during many abortions , highlights the humanity of the unborn child and
provides another important reason to introduce legislation to protect the unborn child from abortion.
Right to life have set up an easy-to-use tool which makes it simple to contact your MP, AND ASK THEM
to sign this motion calling  on the Government to introduce new guidance on fetal pain.
www.righttolife.org.uk/FetalPainMotion  Right to life UK +44(0)1732460911.

B&P RATCLIFFE LTD PAINTING AND DECORATING CONTRACTORS: The progress of the work at St Mary’s
is on their Facebook page. (20+) B & P Ratcliffe Ltd Painting & Decorating Contractors | Facebook
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BIDDING PRAYERS  for the Fourth Sunday in ordinary time

Priest: We  turn with confidence to God our Father, knowing that when we come to him in our need, he
will help us.

We pray for the church especially those areas of the world where Christ’s followers face opposition and
even open persecution.
Lord, hear us

We pray that the proclamation of the Good News will lead men and women to turn to Jesus of Nazareth.
Lord, hear us

We pray for children who are orphaned and without adult support: that Jesus, friend of the little ones,
will comfort and sustain them.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all those who suffer from the effects of drink, drugs or other addictions: that the Lord will
deliver them from the things that mperil their life and happiness.
Lord, hear us

We pray for all who have died and for all those who have no one to remember them may they be
blessed by the peace and love of their Lord.
Lord, hear us.
We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we pray Hail Mary.

Priest: God our Father, we bring all our prayers and needs to you, for you are the source of all love and
strength in our lives , through Christ our Lord.



The Readings for Sunday 31st January 2021

Entrance Antiphon Save us, O Lord our God! And
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your
holy name, and make it our glory to praise you.

A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 18:15-
20
Moses said to the people: ‘The Lord your God will
raise up for you a prophet like myself, from
among yourselves, from your own brothers; to
him you must listen. This is what you yourselves
asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of
the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you said
“the voice of the Lord my God, nor look any longer
on this great fire, or I shall die”; and the Lord said
to me, “All they have spoken is well said. I will
raise up a prophet like yourself for them from
their own brothers; I will put my words into his
mouth and he shall tell them all I command him.
The man who does not listen to my words that he
speaks in my name, shall be held answerable to
me for it. But the prophet who presumes to say in
my name a thing I have not commanded him to
say, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that
prophet shall die.”’

Psalm 24
O that today you would listen to his voice!
“Harden not your hearts.”
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
  hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
  with songs let us hail the Lord. Response
Come in; let us bow and bend low;
  let us kneel before the God who made us:
for he is our God and we
  the people who belong to his pasture,
  the flock that is led by his hand. Response
O that today you would listen to his voice!
  ‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
  as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
  when they tried me, though they saw my work.’
Response

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to
the Corinthians 7:32-35
I would like to see you free from all worry. An
unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord’s
affairs, all he need worry about is pleasing the
Lord; but a married man has to bother about the

world’s affairs and devote himself to pleasing his
wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an
unmarried woman, like a young girl, can devote
herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry
about is being holy in body and spirit. The married
woman, on the other hand, has to worry about
the world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing
her husband. I say this only to help you, not to put
a halter round your necks, but simply to make
sure that everything is as it should be, and that
you give your undivided attention to the Lord.

Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, for revealing the mysteries of
the kingdom to mere children. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark 1:21-28
Jesus and his disciples went as far as Capernaum,
and as soon as the sabbath came he went to the
synagogue and began to teach. And his teaching
made a deep impression on them because, unlike
the scribes, he taught them with authority.
  In their synagogue just then there was a man
possessed by an unclean spirit and it shouted,
‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are: the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus said sharply,
‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the unclean
spirit threw the man into convulsions and with a
loud cry went out of him. The people were so
astonished that they started asking each other
what it all meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new’
they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives
orders even to unclean spirits and they obey him.’
And his reputation rapidly spread everywhere,
through all the surrounding Galilean countryside.

Communion Antiphon  Let your face shine on
your servant.  Save me in your merciful love. O
Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I call on
you.



Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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