
Fifth  Sunday of Easter                                                 2nd May  2021
THEME: Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty

Jesus is the true vine, and if we, the branches grow out of him, then his love will show through in the way
we act, think and speak. The more we allow ourselves to be transformed  with his life giving Spirit, the
richer will be our harvest and the more good we shall be empowered to do in the world.

MASS TIMES: St Paul’s:   Vigil Mass Saturday 6-00pm.  Thursday 9-00am
                         St Mary’s:  Sunday 9-30am, 11-00am; Monday No mass.  Tuesday, Wednesday  9-00am
                                              Friday Requiem mass for Margaret Rowbottom 10-00am.  Saturday 10-00am

ATTENDING MASS: If you are intending to attend mass please book with John Storey. email
john.storey6@btopenworld.com.  (We never turn anybody away but we have to follow the guide lines)

RECENT DEATHS: Raffaele Angelone, Diane Davenport, Marian Oakes, John Turner. Requiescant in Pace.
We offer our sympathy to their families and friends.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Before the Saturday morning mass at St Mary’s and before the
vigil mass on Saturday evening, St Paul’s and Sunday morning masses St Mary’s.

Scripture Passage: John 15:1-8  Jesus is quite clear and definite: if we do not live in him as closely as a
branch lives on a vine, we shall bear no fruit at all. Not even the occasional grape! If you visit a vine yard,
look closely at any succulent cluster of fruit and trace its stem. It may be trained some distance  from the
main branch, but eventually it joins the true vine with its strong root system.
That is how we,  too, will bear fruit – fruit in great clusters, like the grapes. But before we can flourish we
shall need to be pruned, as any gardener knows. Any side shoots of distractions or weakening habits and
sins need to be cut out, so that all our growth and energy is concentrated along the main fruiting branch.
We may dislike this pruning, and not recognise that it proves God’s love for us. It can be useful sometimes
to look again at some disappointment or failure we resent, and see if we can discern in it something that
perhaps we need to learn the hard way ; or perhaps it may be the very thing to spur us into action from
which good can come.

MARRIAGE IN  A CIVIL OR RELIGIOUS BUILDING (OTHER THAN CHURCH OF ENGLAND) AFTER 3rd May
2021.
You will no longer have to sign a marriage register or be given a marriage certificate during the ceremony,
instead you will sign a marriage Schedule. This is a one-page document which contains the details of both
the people getting married, which are needed to register a marriage. The Marriage Schedule will be
provided by the Superintendent Registrar in the registration district of your marriage and will contain all
the details required to complete a marriage registration .
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From this date, in addition to father details, other parent details will be able to be recorded; i.e. mother ,
step-parent, etc.
Each person will still be required to give notice of marriage and the marriage ceremony will remain the
same, it is only the way in which a marriage is registered that will change.
If you are marrying in a religious ceremony, you must arrange for the Marriage Schedule to be collected
and taken to the person who will perform at the religious building  before the ceremony.
After your marriage ceremony the registration officer will check that the details in Marriage Schedule are
accurate , including the spellings of names etc. Once checked, you, your witnesses and the registration
officer or relevant person from the religious building will sign the Marriage Schedule.
If you marry in a religious ceremony, the relevant person from the religious building will return the
completed, signed Marriage Schedule to the register office in the area where your marriage took place
within 21 days of your marriage. Once the completed , signed Marriage Schedule is received at the
register office the details will be entered into the electronic marriage register within the following 7 days:
only then will a marriage certificate be available. This applies whether you marry in a civil ceremony or a
religious ceremony.

SHREWSBURY DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: The director of the diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes
Fr David Long writes. It is with heavy heart that I have to announce that following discussions with Bishop
Mark, our travel agent and the Pilgrimage and the Management team, it has been decided that once
again it will be impossible to have a diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes  this year. We had hoped that it would
have been possible to go ahead with a small pilgrimage albeit without any assisted pilgrims or youth
section. However in the light of the Government latest regulations with regard to international travel, that
would require testing for COVID before and after pilgrimage (at the minimum cost of £100 per person)and
the likelihood of the need to quarantine after the pilgrimage (possibly in a hotel at the cost of £1800) it
was felt we had no alternative but to cancel the pilgrimage.
Once again , we plan to hold a virtual pilgrimage and the members of the management team will be
working on this in the weeks ahead. Once our plans are finalised we will  let you have all the information
you need to participate in the virtual pilgrimage.
These are indeed very difficult times for us all and I think we all experience a deep sense of loss at not
being able to go on pilgrimage in what would have our 70th year. We pray that our Lady of Lourdes and St
Bernadette will intercede for an end to the pandemic and we keep in our prayers all those who have
suffered illness or loss as a result of the Virus.

APF-MILL HILL RED BOX RESULTS:  The Red Boxes  from the Diocese of  Shrewsbury raised a total of
£100,141 for 2020. Bishop Mark thanks Fr Tony Grace the  Diocesan Director, Parish Priests, local
secretaries, promoters and the people of the Diocese for this generous support for the worldwide mission
of the church through these difficult and testing times.  Bishop Mark will celebrate a special mass  to
highlight the work of missio  on Wednesday 12th May at 7-00pm. The mass will be livestreamed from the
Cathedral.
Links  for more information and to join livestream: https://missio.org.uk/-mission-masses-and-events
 Live stream link:  https://www.churcservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral

SHREWSBURY YOUTH MISSION TEAM: THE LIVING ROOM. The living room is a space for  young
adults (18+) to gather , grow and journey together in faith and friendship. We are inviting young
adults to join us on the last Thursday of each month from 7-00pm. We have discussions , questions,
time to chat and just be together. Most importantly there will be space to connect with God in the
midst of our busy lives. If you fall into this group, or know someone who does, please get in touch
with us for details. The group currently meets via Zoom but we hope that when circumstance allow
we will be able to meet in person! The dates are 27th May, June 24th, July 29th August 26th. You
don’t have to commit to all these dates. Time of meeting is 7-00pm via zoom. For further
information, email   Shrewsbury Youth Team.  youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
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BIDDING PRAYERS for the Fifth Sunday of Easter
Priest: 
We turn to God the source of all life, committing ourselves once again to the role assigned to us, trustfully
asking for all that we need.

We pray for the church that it may be a field hospital  for our wounded world.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who are suffering loss and deprivation.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who have all they need: may they have hearts open to those who are in want.
Lord, hear us.

We pray for young people: that they may be energetic in building God’s new world.
Lord hear us:

We pray for those who are ill and those who are dying: that the Lord may give them peace.
Lord hear us.

We pray for those whom this fast racing world has marginalised: that communities will be moved to
gather in all who may feel lost, left out or left behind.
Lord, hear us

We pray for our own special needs.

We ask Mary the Mother of God to join us in our prayers as we say Hail Mary.
Priest: Heavenly Father, we celebrate the victory of life over death in the resurrection of Jesus. May the
power of your love take away all our doubts and fears and make us strong to love and serve each other,
through Christ our Lord Amen.



The Readings for Sunday 2nd May 2021

Entrance Antiphon O sing a new song to the Lord,
for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the
nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

A Reading from the Book of the Acts of the
Apostles 9:26-31
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the
disciples, but they were all afraid of him: they
could not believe he was really a disciple.
Barnabas, however, took charge of him,
introduced him to the apostles, and explained
how the Lord had appeared to Saul and
spoken to him on his journey, and how he had
preached boldly at Damascus in the name of
Jesus. Saul now started to go round with them
in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name
of the Lord. But after he had spoken to the
Hellenists, and argued with them, they became
determined to kill him. When the brothers
knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent him
off from there to Tarsus.  The churches
throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were
now left in peace, building themselves up,
living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the
consolation of the Holy Spirit.
Psalm 21
Response: You, Lord, are my praise in the great
assembly
My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
  The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek
him.
  May their hearts live for ever and ever!
Response

All the earth shall remember and return to the
Lord,
  all families of the nations worship before him;
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the
earth;
  before him shall bow all who go down to the
dust.
Response

And my soul shall live for him, my children
serve him.
  They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet
to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
  ‘These things the Lord has done.’
Response

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John
3:18-24
My children, our love is not to be just words or
mere talk, but something real and active; only
by this can we be certain that we are children
of the truth and be able to quieten our
conscience in his presence, whatever
accusations it may raise against us, because
God is greater than our conscience and he
knows everything. My dear people, if we
cannot be condemned by our own conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence, and
whatever we ask him, we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments and live
the kind of life that he wants. His
commandments are these: that we believe in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we
love one another as he told us to. Whoever
keeps his commandments lives in God and
God lives in him. We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.

Alleluia, alleluia! Make your home in me, as I
make mine in you.  Whoever remains in me bears
fruit in plenty. Alleluia!

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to
John  15:1-8
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser. Every
branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes to make it bear even more. You are
pruned already, by means of the word that I
have spoken to you. Make your home in me,
as I make mine in you. As a branch cannot
bear fruit all by itself, but must remain part of
the vine, neither can you unless you remain in
me. I am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears
fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do
nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is
like a branch that has been thrown away – he
withers; these branches are collected and
thrown on the fire, and they are burnt. If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, you
may ask what you will and you shall get it. It is
to the glory of my Father that you should bear
much fruit, and then you will be my disciples.’

Communion Antiphon I am the true vine and
you are the branches, says the Lord. Whoever
remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in
plenty, alleluia.



Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise You,
We bless You
We adore you
We glorify You
We give You thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father almighty.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only-begotten Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Credo:
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
Of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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